
  

     
  

INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT: AI MIYAZATO
Sunday, July 1, 2012

MODERATOR:  Hello, everyone.  We would like to welcome the 2012 Walmart 
Northwest Arkansas Championship presented by P&G winner, Ai Miyazato, into the 
interview room.  

Congratulations, a fabulous round by you out there today -- 

AI MIYAZATO:  Thank you.

MODERATOR:  -- to capture your second win of the season out here.  Take me 
through the day and what was going through your mind out there while you were 
playing.

AI MIYAZATO:  Well, after the second round, I expected that I can win this tournament, 
you know, because I was five shots behind, and I watched Veronica's game yesterday 
on TV, she made everything, so I was like I have to shoot like really, really low score 
today.  Just no expectation before the round, so that helps.  I could focus on just every 
single shot, and I had really controlled myself really well out there, so that's why I think I 
played really well.

MODERATOR:  Take me through 18, which ended up being such a critical hole for you.  
Did you think birdie was a must, and kind of what was your approach going to 18? 

AI MIYAZATO:  I thought if I can make birdie in the last, then I think it's going to be 
playoff because I watched the scoreboard and Inbee and Mika was 11-under after 17, 
so if they made an eagle, then I think it's fair enough because I, you know, I didn't feel 
anything, but I felt like I definitely need a birdie on the last hole.

MODERATOR:  And I know you and Mika are close friends.

AI MIYAZATO:  Yes.

MODERATOR:  What was it like watching the two of you be up there throughout the 
tournament and have it come down to the two of you at the very end?
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AI MIYAZATO:  It's fun, you know?  We from same town, which is Okinawa, and like 
really small island, so we know each other long time, like over 10 years.  So it was great 
fun to watch her game, too.  She was just kept making birdies on the front nine, so I was 
like wow, she's on the way, she's on a roll.  So I tried to catch up with her until the end, 
but, you know, it's kind of complicated, too.  I feel great, but then she played really good, 
too.  So honestly I'm really happy about her, but, you know, right now it's like a little -- 

MODERATOR:  Bittersweet almost.

AI MIYAZATO:  Yes, it is.

MODERATOR:  I was going to say I saw her come and give you a hug after everything 
was over and you two kind of shared a moment that was special. 

AI MIYAZATO:  Yeah.  She said, I'm very happy for you, but then at the same time she 
was crying.  So I was like, I didn't know what to say to her, but I just said thank you and 
great playing.  You know, she's still young and she still have a great future and I know 
she's winning is coming definitely soon.  You know, I was very happy with her.

MODERATOR:  I was going to say, she's finished top 3, I think, in her last three events 
out here so you can see where her came is coming along.  

AI MIYAZATO:  Yeah. 

MODERATOR:  It's always tough to break through on that first victory, but it looks like 
she's getting closer every week.

AI MIYAZATO:  Definitely, maybe next week, you never know.  I had kind of a tough 
time when I jumped on this Tour.  I think I took a time, like almost four years, to get a 
first win at the Evian.  So I understand what situation's in her right now, but just need 
patient, I think, and definitely her winning is coming soon.  But hopefully we can play in 
the last group again.

MODERATOR:  Questions for Ai?

Q.  Ai, did you have a feel early in the round -- were you watching the 
leaderboard and did you have a feel for maybe you could get back in and win this 
tournament?

AI MIYAZATO:  Honestly, no, because like I said, I was five shots behind this morning.  I 
knew I needed make lots of birdies today, but like I said, I didn't have any expectation 
and I didn't have any pressure in the front nine, so that's why I think I could focus my 
game and have four birdies on the front nine.  Then realized I might have a chance, but 
try not think about that way, you know, just like I did on front nine, just to focus every 
single shot and I know it's going to be really close, so just to try and -- (interpreter 
assistance)
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Make one more as many as birdie possible.  Sorry, I was copying him.  Make as many, 
yeah.  So just to try and make a birdies opportunity every single shot.

Q.  How much -- you've won eight times I guess now, nine, millions of dollars on 
Tour.  How much does that experience, winning, help pay off today?

AI MIYAZATO:  Well, a lot, I think.  Like I said, I wasn't really feel pressure towards the 
end.  I know I made a bogey on 17, but afterwards I just like in three seconds like I was 
able to back in myself, you know.  My mental was really calm and I just, you know, that 
was a bogey, but I need to focus next shot or something like that.  I had really good self 
talk, too.  So I handled myself really well until the last shot, so I think the last eight 
winning has definitely helped.

Q.  When you made the bogey at 17, what was going on in your head when you 
went to 18?  Did you know where you were on the leaderboard, and what was on 
your mind?

AI MIYAZATO:  Yeah, you know, I think last year I was pretty close to winning, I think 
I'm one shot behind or something and I made bogey on 17, too.  A few years ago I did 
the same thing, too.  So it kind of made me flashback that I, you know, that I can't make 
a par on that hole before the tee shot, so it wasn't really feel good.  But like I said to 
myself, you know, just one bogey so far during the round, so I think that's pretty good.  I 
was like, I'll take it.  Then if I made birdie, I thought I still have a chance to get in a 
playoff.  It was like, I don't know. 

MODERATOR:  Any for questions for Ai?

Q.  Just what do you think about the tournament moving to late June compared to 
when it was held in September, and would you rather play in the scorching heat 
or the rain?  How do you think the tournament held up this week?

AI MIYAZATO:  It doesn't matter really, but you know, it was hot, but then I think it was 
good weather, too.  We didn't have any thunderstorm this week, so I think, I don't know.  
The heat, I'm from a warm place, so I'm kind of used to with this heat, so I didn't feel 
anything, so I like this season.

MODERATOR:  Anything else?  All right.  Well, thank you very much.

Q.  Can you just speak a little bit about the community of Arkansas and coming 
here each year?  Obviously they turn out in droves.  Just speak a little bit about 
coming here and what the win means here.

AI MIYAZATO:  It's always nice to be here.  It's always fun to play this tournament 
because I know there's so many golf fans over here, so the spectators are always great 
and all the volunteers always do things for the players and they do a great job.  So I 
think it's just -- everything is so organized and perfect and seems like I have a few fans 
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in Arkansas, so I think that makes me more really comfortable to play with.  It's just a 
great tournament, I just love it.

MODERATOR:  All right.  Well, thank you very much.  Best of luck next week at the 
U.S. Women's Open and congratulations once again.

AI MIYAZATO:  Thank you, appreciate it.
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