
  

        
INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  FRED COUPLES
Friday, June 29, 2012

MODERATOR:  7-under 63 today, 11-under through 36 holes.  If you can just talk a 
little bit about the day and we'll go to questions.

FRED COUPLES:  Well, I mean, it was a great day full of a lot of good shots, but a 
couple long putts were made.  Anytime you're going to shoot a low round on a course 
that I think is like this, you're going to have to do that.  But I got off to a great start, was 
4-under after 6 and, you know, kept playing pretty well.  Ended up bogeying 12 and 
then made four birdies in the last six holes, too, to finish up strong.  A lot of things.  I like 
the course.  So far I like the pace of the greens.  I'm sure they're going to get a little 
crustier and faster, which is a good thing.  I've been driving it very, very well and putting 
well.  That's no hidden secret there.

MODERATOR:  Go ahead and go to questions.

Q.  Fred, did you think there were as many birdies out there as there have been?  I 
know not for a lot of the players, but for yourself, Joe Daley's been making a lot.  
And how has the heat affected it?  Is the ball traveling a little farther today?

FRED COUPLES:  Yeah, all of that.  There are some birdie spots out there.  Yesterday I 
felt like I made a couple of key four- and five- and six-footers for two putts, and today 
early in the round I hit the ball close and made some birdies.  Then I ended up, like I 
said, getting on a nice little roll.  

But the heat was nice.  I played with Calcavecchia and Jay Haas.  Jay made a couple 
more bogeys than I'm sure he wanted to, but Mark made a lot of birdies.  And it's very 
doable when you hit a good drive and then you clip a wedge or sand wedge on some of 
those shorter holes in there close.  But then it can make you look bad, too, and I just 
haven't had any real struggles yet.  But you've got to keep the ball in play, and when 
you maybe lose your patience for a second, you just don't want to do anything stupid 
because you'll end up making another bogey pretty fast on these greens.  There were 
some great pins today.  I just tried, because I made some birdies early, I was very 
cautious to not do anything stupid.  I hit it close on 16, I made a 30-footer on 17, and 
then on 18 I hit a great drive and I had a 5-iron.  So those were great birdies to finish 
up.
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Q.  Fred, did you notice the course changing at all?  And can you take us through 
the final three holes where you birdied 16 through 18?

FRED COUPLES:  Right.  Well, the course, again, another -- I don't know what they 
are tomorrow for later, but it was okay at the beginning, and then the back nine, the golf 
course really dried out and the greens firmed up where you weren't making many ball 
marks.  

Then on 16 I hit a great drive and I had 105 yards and I hit a sand wedge, spun back a 
little bit, but trickled down the slope to about five feet and I made it.  

Then on 17 I just tried to hit it in the middle of the green and hit it right where I was 
looking with a 4-iron and made about a 30-footer.  

18, you know, pounded a drive down there and hit a 5 -- it was a 6-iron shot, but I just 
didn't -- I just wanted to get it on the green and I ended up hitting 5, which was towards 
the back middle of the green.  I two-putted from about 50 feet.  That's it.

Q.  What was the yardage in?

FRED COUPLES:  205.

Q.  Fred, you mentioned after yesterday's round your back was stiff.  How is that?  
And is there any advantage to these conditions with the heat?  Does that help 
keep it loose?

FRED COUPLES:  Yeah, it does.  You know, I just -- I'm at a spot when I warm up, I 
just feel like I'm buckling hitting sand wedges and wedges and 9-irons.  Then once you 
get going -- anything pretty much off of a tee or a longer club where I'm a little more up 
right, I do very, very well.  But the heat helps.  I have some heat on my back to start the 
day, and then being hot and humid certainly was a good thing.

Q.  It's kind of an old-school, thinking-man's kind of golf course.  Do you like 
that kind of thing?  Does that play into your style of play?

FRED COUPLES:  Well, I mean, I love the course.  It's automatic you have to not hit a 
driver, those are the ones where you have to think how far down you want to get it 
towards a creek or short of a bunker.  But a lot of the other holes, because I've been 
driving it well, I've been hitting driver and having sand wedges to some of the holes.  So 
the good thing is tomorrow, you know, to be honest, one of my favorite clubs is my 
3-wood and if I get it in this rough a few times too many, I can start taking a 3-wood out 
once in a blue moon, but so far you know, the thinking way has been not to really sit 
there and try and skip any of these sand wedges or 9-irons up on some of these pins 
where there are plateaus and take your birdies when you can.  
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That's what everyone says when they're leading, but when you're even par, 1-over, you 
try to play aggressive and take the birdies when you can and you're not making many.  
So for me, I made eight today, is that right, and four yesterday.  I made my share of 
birdies.

Q.  Fred, do you have to do anything after the round today for the back?  How are 
you going to treat it?

FRED COUPLES:  No, I'm just going to put more stuff on it, go back, clean up and then 
go to dinner and then kick my feet up.

Yesterday, it's very -- it's over the top if I try and go do something after I play for three 
or four hours or go hit balls or go downtown.  But it's a major, I want to play well, so I'm 
treating it.  Like tomorrow, I'm not going to do anything tonight, just relax.  But no 
therapist or no massage or any of that.  It's just stiff and sore.

Q.  Fred, how familiar are you with Joe Daley, who's right there with you?

FRED COUPLES:  Yeah, he's fresh out here.  I've played, I think, one time with him.  I 
know a little bit about Joe but not much.  He's obviously playing very, very well, that's for 
sure.  So it will be fun.  I'll get to know him a little better tomorrow.

Q.  Fred, just to clarify, obviously your back troubles are kind of well documented.  
Are you feeling worse this week than you have recently this year, through the 
season, or as an average tournament's been for you the last few years, or is this 
what this always does?

FRED COUPLES:  Well, it comes and it goes.  Actually, I had some shots in LA last 
week, a lot of shots, and it takes a little while to kick in, so I'm sore from those, to be 
honest.  I mean, it's like not surgery, but I probably had, you know, 12 shots numbing it, 
epidurals, and then the juice they shoot in it for two days, so it just hasn't really 
loosened up.  I feel okay, but I'm really, really stiff, and it is what it is.  I felt pretty stiff at 
Birmingham, which is the last time I played, but I've got to get through this week and 
next week and then hopefully this stuff will start curing it and it will start settling it down.  
That's the goal.

Q.  Fred, are you surprised at all at how low some of the scores are?  And do you 
have a number in mind at the halfway mark of what you need to get to to win this 
thing?

FRED COUPLES:  No.  And to be honest with you, I know the par's 70, but I think 3- or 
4-under is in 12th?  I don't know what place it is, but there's a lot of really good scores 
today.  

I think we're figuring out the course maybe, you know, after a couple days.  It doesn't 
mean tomorrow we're going to go out and the scores are going to get better.  But the 
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round I played today, I putted unbelievably well and I couldn't have really shot any 
higher than that, but I certainly couldn't have shot any lower.  That's the score I got.  

I know Calcavecchia shot 4- or 5-under and it was pretty easy.  He had a couple 
bogeys, but it wasn't a real struggle for his 65, so it's out there if you hit the fairways.  
And he's a long hitter, and if you're going at these greens with 9s and wedges from the 
fairway, you're going to leave yourself with some birdie putts, and the ones I had today I 
made.

Q.  Fred, two questions.  Again, the pin on 3 was a little more dicey, it didn't feed 
as much today.  And two, the shorter holes, you didn't birdie the shorter holes, 
but were some of the pins back on the shelves there just made it hard?

FRED COUPLES:  Yeah, the par 3 3rd hole?  Yeah, that is a very good pin.  We all hit 
really good shots in there.  I think maybe Jay -- I don't know if one of us made it, but 
the shorter holes, No. 7, you know, I drove it in the left bunker and the pin was tucked to 
the left.  That was not doable from there.  

No. 9, you know, I hit it down there perfect and I had probably a sand wedge shot but I 
tried to clip a wedge and skip it up the hill and I didn't, I left it below, which was fine.  

And then I guess, yeah, 15 I drove it almost five yards from the front, but as cut as it is, 
it's going to roll all the way back and then, you know, I tried to get as cute as I could 
skipping it up the hill and I hit it maybe 12 feet and I didn't make it.

MODERATOR:  Fred, thanks.  
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