
  

     
  

INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  PAULA CREAMER
Thursday, June 28, 2012

MODERATOR:  All right.  I'd like to welcome Paula Creamer into the interview room.  
Paula, thanks for joining us.  First off, you've had some pretty impressive finishes as of 
late.  You had a tied-for-8th finish at ShopRite, tied for 9th at the Wegmans LPGA 
Championship, and then tied for 14th last year.  Can you just speak a little bit about your 
game coming into this week? 

PAULA CREAMER:  Um-hmm, you know, I feel good with where it's going.  I'm starting 
to figure out some things on the golf course and making some more putts.  That's really 
what's been kind of holding me back lately is just not making enough birdies and just 
really getting enough out of the game.  I've been hitting it really close, I've been hitting a 
lot of greens, giving myself opportunities, so hopefully I can continue that this weekend 
and into the following week.

MODERATOR:  You finished tied for 8th here last year.  Can you talk a little bit about 
the golf course and how it suits your game? 

PAULA CREAMER:  I love this golf course.  I think it's such a great place to be able to 
play in front of people.  We get so many wonderful fans, lots of little girls and boys that 
come out and watch.  

The golf course, it just suits my game well.  I hit my irons pretty good, that's one of my 
strengths, and on this golf course you have to put it on the right spot.  And, you know, 
there's some birdie holes, but there's a lot of par holes that you just take your par and 
you move on, you can't be too aggressive.  But I've played here enough that I feel I 
should be more going comfortable out on the course and we'll see what happens.

MODERATOR:  Your last win came at the 2009 U.S. Open, which the Open is next 
week, 2010.  So how excited are you to go back to the U.S. Open?   

PAULA CREAMER:  I am, I'm very excited.  Everybody wants to win their national 
championship and you're going to have the best field.  I think this is a good test going 
into it because the field strength is so strong.  The U.S. Open, there's nothing better 
than that.  It's what people look at, you know, majors, everybody wants to play well 
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there.  So this will be a great tune-up, and I want to win here just as badly as I want to 
win there.

MODERATOR:  Any questions of Paula?

Q.  Paula, you talk about how your game's come along, obviously getting close.  
Do you kind of put pressure on yourself when you're coming close but not 
necessarily winning, is there one of those things, you know, hey, is this going to 
be the week, or anything like that, or are you able to go out there and just relax 
and know that eventually it will come?

PAULA CREAMER:  I definitely put a lot of pressure on myself.  I always have.  I think 
it's just the way I am.  I put the most pressure on myself.  Whatever anybody says or 
does is nothing compared to what I feel that I can accomplish.  Sometimes it's way too 
much and I get in my own way, and sometimes I know when to push myself.  But right 
now I feel like I'm close, it's a matter of putting myself in that spot in contention.  I mean, 
I know what it's like to win, I know what it feels like to have nerves, I know what it feels 
like to come from behind or have a lead.  It has nothing to do with that.  It's just doing it 
and putting myself there.  It's hard, it's frustrating.  My goodness, it's been a very hard 
year, and hopefully I'm starting to figure some things out in the height of our season.

Q.  This tournament being moved from September to June, can you talk about 
how the new date fits in with the Tour calendar and how it sets up for the U.S. 
Open?

PAULA CREAMER:  Like I said, U.S. Opens are a premium on hitting good iron shots 
and things like that, putting in the right parts of greens and that's what this golf course is 
about.  I'm not the longest player out here and I don't even use driver that much, so it's 
not really a contest about length necessarily, it's more about control and hitting shots.  

For the schedule wise, it's a little hot this week, but other than that, I don't know why it 
couldn't be here.  But both ways are nice, it's just a little bit different in the weather 
situation going into it.  But for a sense of going into a major, I think it's good, I think it's 
really good.  It's a three-day tournament also, it's a little bit different than what we're 
used to before a major.

Q.  Paula, you were talking about your putting.  Are you doing anything different, 
trying anything different, maybe a new putter, or is it just a matter of just practice 
and whatnot?

PAULA CREAMER:  I've been working on my putting a lot, especially this week.  I think 
I've spent a lot of time out on the putting green.  I'm trying to change my routine a little 
bit, trying -- my stroke, I was getting a little bit not as -- I'm more of a square to -- I'm 
sorry, inside square to square putter and I've been starting to get a little bit outside and 
just consistently the roll hasn't been good and I've been really working on that.  
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It's hard because I have been working on my golf swing so much that sometimes the 
other parts of your game, they're not quite as strong as they normally are because your 
time and emphasis is on one thing and I'm trying to balance out it all and right now I'm 
hitting it so well that it's putting all this pressure on my putting, which has always really 
been the case in my game; I hit so many greens.  But yes, I'm trying to change my 
stroke and I'm trying to work on my putting routine, a little bit quicker, a little bit faster.

MODERATOR:  I saw on Twitter last night you said you were here until 8:30?

PAULA CREAMER:  Yes, I played in the sprinklers the last couple holes.  I know what I 
need to do, I know I need to put in the time and I need to put in the work.  You know, I'm 
just not satisfied with my year so far and I understand there's changes and things, but 
still to me it's just not good enough, and if I have to be out here until 9:00 at night, then 
I'll be doing that. 

Q.  Paula, I know this is off topic, but Munoz, what have you seen from her game 
this year?  I know she's a player that's always kind of been up there for the last 
few years and then she finally won at Sybase.  What have you seen from her as a 
player? 

PAULA CREAMER:  Well, I think Solheim was such a big week for her last year.  It 
really boosted her confidence.  She's a great player and she's a feisty player out there.  
It was just a matter of time of when she was going to get her first win.  Like I said, 
Solheim I think really helped her just believe in herself and know that she can come out 
here and play, and then she ends up winning a match play event.  Kind of just shows 
that's where her confidence is at.  She's a good player.  She's long, she's a good putter, 
she doesn't make many mistakes and she was a good collegiate player as well, so 
we've always been expecting her to do well and now she's living up to her expectations 
for sure.

Q.  Will you just kind of touch on how you're going through changing from the 
four- and the three-day formats, kind of how you're adjusting to that?

PAULA CREAMER:  We don't have -- we used to have so many more three-day 
events on the schedule and now we really don't have that many.  But to me I think it's 
almost harder in a sense because it brings everybody into the mix of things, and also if 
you don't start out real strong on Friday, you've got a lot of work to cover on Saturday 
and Sunday, so it's really important to get a good first day.  

And then really you have to be a little bit more aggressive in a sense because there isn't 
that much time in between it all.  You have to really play your best and as fast as you 
can and try and be up in contention going into Saturday and Sunday.  Really, the first 
day to me is much more important in a three-day than it is in a four-day. 

MODERATOR:  Anything else?  All right, Paula, thank you.
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