
  

     
  

INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  STACY LEWIS
Wednesday, June 27, 2012

MODERATOR:  All right.  Good afternoon, everyone.  We would like to welcome you to 
the 2012 Wal-Mart Northwest Arkansas Championship presented by P&G.  My guest 
this afternoon I don't think really needs an introduction here in one of the places that she 
calls home, but we would like to welcome Stacy Lewis here to the interview room.  

Thanks so much for joining us.  I know it's always special for you to come back here 
every year.  Just what are your thoughts coming in this year and what it's like to be back 
and get to see everybody? 

PLAYER:  Well, I mean, I like coming back here.  It's one of my favorite events of the 
year.  It's one of the craziest, for sure, but it's so much fun.  I think every year, I tell my 
caddie, every year I come back and I've kind of slowly gotten better every year, and so 
the expectations keep going up and the craziness keeps going up, but I love going back 
and seeing my friends and family and people I haven't seen in a while and it's an 
awesome week for me.

MODERATOR:  I just want everyone to know we're doing Stacy's normal 
pre-tournament press conference, but at the end Stacy has a special announcement, 
so stick around for that.  

Just to ask you again just about the week, I know when you've come back here in the 
past, last year you came back here as a Rolex first-time winner, but this time you come 
back, two-time winner so far this season, moved up to No. 2 in the Rolex rankings, took 
over the spot as the top American in the Rolex rankings.  

Is there any different feeling?  I know you were talking about the pressure, but has 
anybody kind of brought up to you, I guess, the differences and said anything different 
to you so far this week? 

STACY LEWIS:  I don't think it has been.  I don't think it's really quite hit home for me 
that I am the No. 2 player in the world.  I just think I was down at The Blessings 
practicing where I did in college and it just felt like just a couple years ago I was out 
there practicing and working hard, and I don't even know what I was ranked then.  I 
wasn't even ranked then.  I still feel like the same person and I don't really know -- I 
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don't feel I'm doing a lot different.  I'm just working hard and the hard work is paying off 
and I'm just trying to enjoy the ride now. 

MODERATOR:  I know we talked a little bit a couple weeks about when you were at the 
NCAA championships and getting to visit with the Arkansas players and whatever, but 
how you were amazed that some players were excited to meet you and to see you from 
other teams. 

How much have you seen that attention, I guess, overall around golf change in terms of 
you've now been winning more and getting the spotlight more? 

STACY LEWIS:  Yeah, that part of it's changed a lot.  I went to Nashville for the 
women's NCAA championship, and the girls on the Arkansas team were giving all the 
other girls from -- there were a couple girls from Alabama Duke, they were all nervous 
to meet me.  So the Arkansas girls, of course, are giving them a hard time about it, 
going c'mon, she's not any different than us and that kind of thing.  It's definitely strange.  
Last week was a pretty good example.  I had so many people out watching and 
following me and they enjoyed watching me play and they were cheering for me, and 
that's something that's kind of increased over the last couple of weeks even.  So it's a 
lot of fun to have people recognize you playing well and to just realize all the hard work 
you have done.

Q.  And as I talked about all the wins and the good finishes that have come this 
year, what do you think has been the biggest difference for you in terms of being 
able to go on such a consistent stretch that you've been on lately?

STACY LEWIS:  I would say I think for me it's something about getting in contention, 
I've finally figured it out, and I've figured out how to handle the pressure and how to hit 
shots down the stretch when you really need to and how to manage your game.  Last 
week I had a bad first round but I still found a way to get it done and still was in 
contention on the weekend.  Every time it's different, and I feel like I've learned 
something every week, so it's a general progression of learning.  The main thing, the 
confidence is just high right now.

MODERATOR:  I know you guys have a lot of questions, I'm sure, for Stacy, so we'll 
open it up to questions.

Q.  When you say figured out how to be in contention.  Have you done anything 
differently, breathe differently, or is it just a matter of more confidence?

STACY LEWIS:  It's more of a mindset.  I think in the past I've gotten there and when 
you're up in contention, you're kind of protecting where you are, you're protecting you 
want to stay in the Top 10 or Top 5.  Now I feel like I can go out there and make birdie 
on any hole and keep moving myself up the leaderboard and it's almost a fear factor of 
not being afraid to fail and to hit a bad shot.  It's just really changed my approach to how 
I play different holes.
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Q.  You talked about how important this tournament is to you and how you've 
gotten a little bit better every year.  I think tied for 8th is your best finish here last 
year.  What would it mean for you to play well, be in contention at kind of your 
home tournament here? 

STACY LEWIS:  Last year it was unbelievable.  We were just talking about back there 
the birdie I made on 17 on Sunday last year, it was unbelievable.  I was a couple shots 
out of the lead, but people were still pulling for me to win, and it would be unbelievable 
to win this week.  This is definitely a tournament that's up there with -- it's a major for 
me.  It's a tournament that I want to win, and just to have that hometown support and 
just to be able to figure out that I can just play golf and if I play well, fine; if not, the 
people are still going to cheer for me, so I'm just more comfortable and I'm okay with 
that.

Q.  Stacy, a lot of players have talked about the heat, it's supposed to be 100 or 
so.  What do you do to try to combat that?  What do you do to deal with playing in 
100 degree temperature like that?

STACY LEWIS:  I think -- I mean, I've done it a lot.  I grew up in Texas, so I'm kind of 
used to it.  You just have to stay hydrated and just stay patient out there and not use too 
much energy early in the round and just try to drink as much water as you can.  I mean, 
it's tough, but everybody has to do it and you just have to take care of your body. 

Q.  Do you feel you're kind of used to playing golf in Arkansas weather?

STACY LEWIS:  Yeah, after school I spent two years here, so I spent a couple 
summers out here sweating it out on the range and all those kind of things, so I know 
the deal.  I know how hot it gets here and I don't see it as much of a factor for me.

Q.  Stacy, you've finished in the Top 5 five tournaments in a row, including two 
victories.  How big of a deal was it to finish second to start the year in the 
Australian Open? 

STACY LEWIS:  Yeah, I think Australia kind of surprised me because I wasn't really 
sure, I never really seem to start out a year very well, I seem to get off to a slow start.  
So Australia actually surprised me and I didn't even play that well there and still lost in a 
playoff, so that really kind of kick started the year and I knew -- we go from there into 
Asia and I played well in Asia too, I had a couple of my best finishes.  So I knew kind of 
coming back to the U.S. that I had gotten off to one of my best starts because I usually 
get off to slow starts, so I was just confident and just looking forward to getting into a 
little bit of a rhythm.

Q.  Stacy, as you kind of climb the rankings, two things, I guess.  Are you ready to 
make a run at that No. 1 spot, and secondly, would it mean more to you to defeat 
Yani or maybe there's some kind of rivalry there going on now, would it mean 
more to do this in a tournament she's won twice in a row?  
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HEE KYUNG SEO:  There's not really a rivalry there. I'm pretty good friends with Yani, 
we get along pretty well.  I played with her a lot last year when she was winning.  I 
watched what she did, I watched how she prepared and watched how she won and 
managed things.  Any time you beat the No. 1 player in the world, whether it's head to 
head or whether she's not playing good or whatever it is, it's a good thing.  

I'm ready to take her on.  I want to be No. 1 in the world.  I know I'm 2, but I'm not happy 
with that.  She has such a lead right now, that's the problem.  It's going to take a lot of 
good golf over the next probably year until you can catch her.  So I'm just going to have 
to keep playing well and keep chipping away at it.

Q.  The good stretch of golf you're on right now started with your first win of the 
season, the second of your career.  How did that get your momentum going, click 
you in?

STACY LEWIS:  Well, Mobile, it was interesting.  I got off to a good start there and I 
was coming off my first missed cut of the year in Hawaii where I just played horrible.  
Mentally I wasn't in it.  I got my coach in Mobile and got me back focused on what the 
goals were for the year and where I needed to be with my golf swing, with my game and 
everything.  I played really well there and kind of scraped out a win.  I didn't really know 
what to do once I got the big lead and somehow found a way to win, and then that kind 
of led into ShopRite, where I got a big lead again and I managed it a little better.  So I 
feel like every week, even winning, I think you learn stuff for the next time you're there.  
Last week I was close again.  I didn't feel like I played my best, but I was close again 
and so you've got to keep knocking on the door and keep putting yourself in contention.  
And I think one out of four times you're in the last group you're probably going to get it 
done.

Q.  Just to follow up to that, how much fun are you having on this run here and 
what's it feel like to be playing at this high level?

STACY LEWIS:  It's awesome.  I mean, it's what you practice for, it's what you're out 
there hitting balls for is to give yourself a chance to win, and just to be able to relax out 
there and have fun with the fans and enjoy the crowds and the people cheering for you.  
I think that's what I work hard for, and it's been so much fun these last couple weeks 
and I just want to work hard and keep that going.

Q.  Stacy, you were really instrumental last year in making sure that the Joplin 
High School golf program was able to have their season.  I wondered if you've 
followed their progress this year, if you've made any relationships there that 
you've maintained?  

STACY LEWIS:  You know, I followed it a little.  I probably haven't been as good as I 
should about it.  That community went through so much last year and it was so close to 
home here that I felt like I needed to do something.  The girls came out to the 
tournament and they all said thank you and we got pictures together.  Anything I can do 
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to give back to golf, whether it's junior golf or whatever it is, I'm all for it.  So I was just 
glad I could help those girls out and I hope we see them out here this year.

MODERATOR:  Any more questions for Stacy?

Q.  Stacy, a little off topic, but Brittany Lang won last week and she talked about 
how it took her a little while to get that win.  What have you seen from her as a 
player and her game, and what did you see from her last week?

STACY LEWIS:  Brittany, I don't know how she wasn't won until last week.  She's been 
in contention so much and you could tell kind of down the stretch that she wasn't exactly 
comfortable where she was and it kind of took her a couple holes to win that playoff.  

But she's been playing good golf for a long time and she's a really good ball striker, so 
when she gets some putts to go in, that's when she plays her best golf.  It's no surprise, 
I think it was just a matter of time.  I always thought she was going to be the first Duke 
player to win and I'm just glad she got that win out of the way. 

Q.  What are your thoughts on this tournament moving from September back to 
June to the week before the U.S. Open?

STACY LEWIS:  I'm kind of indifferent either way.  I think we get the heat instead of the 
rain.  I don't really have a problem with it either way.  I don't know.  Some players don't 
like playing coming into a U.S. Open, so you might lose some players that maybe want 
to take some time off or things like that.  Other than the heat, I think this is a great time 
to be here.  The golf course is in -- I think it's in better shape now than it will be in 
September, so as far as the golf course, I think this is a good time of year to be here.  
But as far as the timing with the U.S. Open, I mean, I like playing leading up to a U.S. 
Open so I'll always be here.

Q.  How have things changed for you as far as being the young up-and-comer 
trying to make a name for herself to now be ranked No. 2, everyone knows you, 
and now you've got the target on your back to perform every week?

STACY LEWIS:  I think I put more pressure on myself than anybody, than a ranking, 
than a number.  I look at that stuff to compare myself to other players and how I can get 
better, but it's a number to me.  Whether -- I mean, I don't know, it's just -- it is what it 
is.  I haven't changed as a person.  I don't feel like I'm a different person.  I'm busier, I 
have a lot more things going on and more people know who I am, but other than that, 
it's still playing golf.

Q.  Stacy, can you talk about your workout routine and how maybe it varies from 
some of the other players that gives you a competitive edge, and do you still have 
to do anything now for your back injury?
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STACY LEWIS:  Yeah, my back, knock on wood, has been great.  I've had no issues 
with it.  It's been really good.  I work out a lot.  I have a trainer that I work with in Florida, 
and a lot of it is core and legs.  That's really been instrumental for me over the last 
couple years.  I've picked up a lot of distance and my ball striking's gotten a lot better 
just because I'm physically stronger.  It's nothing different for my back, it's just in general 
my legs and core needed to be stronger for my golf swing, so I think that has had a lot 
to do with my success over the last year.

Q.  I thought I read somewhere that you run five days a week, is that right?  How 
have you been able to find time to do that?

STACY LEWIS:  Yeah, I haven't been running lately, my foot's been a little bummed, so 
I've just been like lifting and doing things like that.  I enjoy running], it's something that 
allows me to get away.  Anything I can do to get away and kind of clear your head and 
not think about a golf shot, I think that's ideal.  I just make my workout routine, I feel like 
that's part of my practice.  If I can spend an our in the gym, that's the same as me 
spending an hour hitting balls.  It's part of what makes my golf swing work. 

MODERATOR:  You ran a half marathon earlier in the year, didn't you? 

STACY LEWIS:  No, I was planning on it, but I didn't do it.   

MODERATOR:  Is that something though that eventually, I mean, do you have goals in 
terms of your running that you want to do? 

STACY LEWIS:  I don't know.  I'd like to maybe eventually do a marathon.  The hard 
part is with golf and the timing, and the recovery time is what I'm more worried about, so 
it's not going to happen during the golf season.

MODERATOR:  Definitely for as long as our season is, that limites the amount of time 
that you can do that.  

STACY LEWIS:  Exactly. 

MODERATOR:  Well, I know earlier you got asked about different things you've done to 
give back and you have a special announcement that's coming up, and so we'd like to 
welcome Arkansas women's head golf coach Shauna Estes-Taylor up here for our 
special announcement.  

Shauna, I'll leave the floor up to you if you want to kind of let everyone in on what is the 
special announcement that you and Stacy have for everybody today. 

SHAUNA ESTES-TAYLOR:  Sure.  This is an amazing day for our women's golf 
program at the University of Arkansas.  We're announcing that Stacy is donating a 
hundred thousand dollars to our women's golf program.  As a result of that, she 
becomes the first female athlete to give a gift of a hundred thousand dollars or more 
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and becomes a member of our Century Club.  I think it just speaks volumes for Stacy's 
continued commitment and her love for the Razorbacks.  

A couple of months ago we sort of had a planning meeting, and at Arkansas we really 
value being cutting edge with our facilities and making them very first class and giving 
our athletes the opportunity to be able to train at the highest level.  

One of those things that came out of that meeting was we would love -- we already 
have an amazing facility at The Blessings golf club, but additionally we'd like to add an 
indoor chipping and putting facility.  After that meeting, I came out and Stacy and I talk 
on a regular basis and she asked how things were going and I mentioned this 
opportunity.  Immediately, Stacy goes, I want to be involved, I want to give back to the 
program that gave so much to me.  

And on behalf of our athletic department and our vice chancellor of athletics and our 
women's golf program and Arkansas golf, I can't thank you enough for what you're doing 
to continue our growth, to continue to elevate our program and your commitment to 
what you're doing and giving our student athletes really special.  So thanks so much, 
buddy.

MODERATOR:  Stacy, we all have heard about your successful golf career that you had 
while at Arkansas and everything that you did.  How important for you was it to be able 
to give back, and especially now that you've had so much success on the LPGA Tour, 
given the opportunity to do this? 

STACY LEWIS:  I say it all the time, I would not be where I am if I had gone to any other 
university, and I honestly feel that way.  I came here a kid that -- I couldn't swing a golf 
club at the time and there was no guarantee I would ever play golf again, and this 
university and these coaches took a chance on me.  So I've just always felt like this was 
something that I've wanted to do.  I wanted to give back to this program in a way that 
was big and was special.  We've talked about it for a long time and this came up and it 
just seemed like this was such a good opportunity to -- a hundred thousand dollars is a 
lot, but we still need more to kick start.  We need more to get this building done.  So this 
is just kind of a kick start to our fundraising.  It's something I've wanted to do for a long 
time, but I just wanted to find a good way to do it and this was just the perfect 
opportunity.

MODERATOR:  Shauna, you've watched and been around the program to see what 
Stacy's done on the LPGA Tour.  What does it mean to have a representative like her of 
the university, not just on the golf course, everything that she does off the golf course 
from her scoliosis foundation and what she's able to do giving back? 

SHAUNA ESTES-TAYLOR:  Having seen her come to our campus not even able to lift 
a backpack, she could do very little, and to watch how much she's grown and matured 
on the golf course and off the golf course is just really amazing, and she helped put 
Arkansas women's golf back on the map.  It's so good to have such a good 
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representative who loves the Razorbacks.  It's so fun every week to see that big red 
head cover on that golf bag and know how proud she is to be a part of what we're doing. 

MODERATOR:  And we've seen her in the last few weeks rise to be the top American 
on the LPGA Tour.  That's a pretty special place to have in women's golf.  I'm sure you 
guys must just be bursting with pride seeing everything that she's been able to 
accomplish. 

SHAUNA ESTES-TAYLOR:  We were just talking about it.  She was down practicing at 
Blessings this morning and she was like, I can't believe -- I'm like, I can, you're that 
good at what you do.  And her work ethic I think is just tremendous and I think she's 
much deserving of where she is, and I know that she has even bigger and better goals 
and she'll continue to work until she accomplishes those, so it's really cool.

MODERATOR:  Anybody have any questions for Stacy or Shauna about this 
magnificent donation?

Q.  Yeah.  Stacy, you mentioned this is something you've kind of been thinking 
about.  When did that start?  How did you get the ball rolling?

STACY LEWIS:  Honestly, probably after I made my first paycheck at the 2008 U.S. 
Open.  I wanted to give back, and at that I couldn't do anything then.  I had a really good 
year last year and every year I've played I've donated money to charities or in a certain 
way, so I've kind of been bugging Shauna about it for a year, like, all right, we have to 
come up with something to do, and this was what we needed.  This is why I still don't 
live here actually because of the winters, and we needed a short game facility, an indoor 
putting green, indoor chipping.  So it's something that's been in the works for a while.  I 
don't know, I just wanted to find a way to give back and specifically to the golf team that 
has given me so much.

Q.  Stacy, how did you come up with the hundred thousand dollar figure?  Did you 
kind of gulp a little bit? 

STACY LEWIS:  I don't know.  I think we had kind of talked about doing a certain 
amount per year.  I think we talked maybe, because this is kind a of a five-year project 
and we talked what if we do X amount for five years.  So we're trying to get donations of 
$20,000 per year.  I said, how about I just give you a hundred thousand dollars now, and 
she said okay.  

That's honestly how it worked out.  It was more to kind of put it out there and for people 
to say, bam, this is it and to get this thing rolling and we want to get this facility done and 
make this one of the best -- it already is one of the best facilities, but make it even 
better and get some of the best junior golfers here to get this program back up on the 
national scene and winning national championships and things like that.
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Q.  Coach, you mentioned how Stacy kind of put Arkansas golf back on the map.  
How is something like this, even post her career here, continuing to elevate the 
program, not just from its donation but also with all her success on the course?

STACY LEWIS:  You know, every kid that we bring in for a visit or anytime we're on the 
road, everyone's like how's Stacy doing, it's so awesome, she's having an amazing 
year.  Even the members at The Blessings every day are like, Stacy had a great week 
last week.  It's just super special.  Everyone knows her, she's done that through some 
great play.  It's awesome for our program that people see that we are producing great 
players and we have all of the resources and the tools to be able to do that, and she's a 
perfect product of what we have here at the University of Arkansas. 

MODERATOR:  Stacy, beyond just the money, I know as we talked about how you were 
at the NCAA championships and you've kept that close tie and to be able to be there 
and work with these young girls and show them a shining example.  What does it mean 
for you to kind of be a part of the program still? 

STACY LEWIS:  Yeah, I think since even the first couple years after I left, I was the 
volunteer assistant coach.  We always talk about if she needs advice on the girls on the 
team or I call her, and I keep in close contact with the girls just because I want them, if 
they have any questions or how do you do this or how do you manage this or how did 
you manage that.  I mean, if I can give back to them and help -- because if I can give 
back and show them how it's done and do it the right way, then we need to get more 
Razorbacks out here.  I'm the only one that's ever been out, so we need to get more 
Razorbacks out here.  

When I was going to school, I didn't have -- you know, there was nobody out on Tour 
for me to kind of look to to see, for them to come back to the program and kind of show 
them how it's done.  That's something I've always wanted to do for them.  I have a good 
relationship with a lot of girls.  I'm always watching on my phone every week when 
they're playing, what they're doing.  They lost SECs by a shot, and I think we were in 
Hawaii and I'm sitting there hitting refresh like it has to be wrong.  I live and die with 
them and they live and die with every shot I do, too.  So it's just a lot of fun.

MODERATOR:  Well, thank you very much, both of you, for joining us today and for 
sharing in this special announce.  Best of luck this week, Stacy.  Hope to see you in 
here a few more times.

STACY LEWIS:  Exactly, thanks. 
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