
  

     
  

INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT: JULI INKSTER
Wednesday, June 27, 2012

MODERATOR:  All right.  We'd like to welcome LPGA World Golf Hall of Fame member 
Juli Inkster to the interview room.  First off, it's great to see you.  We're so glad to have 
you back. 

JULI INKSTER:  Thank you, it's good to be back.  

MODERATOR:  This is your first event back this season after missing the first part of 
the year following elbow surgery that you had in January.  

Can you just take us through, I guess, the entire process of your surgery and kind of the 
comeback and what this entire process has been like for you?

JULI INKSTER:  Okay.  Well, basically I quit playing golf after Lorena's tournament last 
year.  My elbow just wasn't feeling very good and I had a couple PRP procedures where 
they take your blood, spin it and put it back in.  So I waited 10 weeks for that to see if 
that would help it out, then went out and tried to practice and it wasn't very good.  They 
knew there was a tear in there, they just didn't know how much.  So in the middle of 
January decided to do the surgery and two doctors, Dr. Dillingham and Dr. Brody, who 
both worked for the 49ers, they said they would do it.  

They went in there and they reattached the tendon, moved the ulnar nerve over, and 
then I was in a cast or whatever for a couple months and just started gradually.  I've 
been doing physical therapy every day and just, you know, trying to get it back to full 
strength.  It feels great.  I haven't had any setbacks.  I had a great physical therapist, 
Lisa Jioney and after care was great.  She really pushed me and we kind of had a game 
plan that this is -- I wanted this to be my first tournament back and I wanted to play the 
Open, and so far I'm on schedule.

MODERATOR:  I know injuries haven't really been a part -- big part in your career.

JULI INKSTER:  No.

MODERATOR:  How difficult was it to have it at this point in your career, and did you 
always know that you definitely wanted to be back and how tough was it to even -- 
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JULI INKSTER:  Well, I think the first 10 weeks where it was kind of -- I didn't -- it was 
the unknown.  I didn't know if -- what was wrong.  I didn't know if I had to have surgery, 
and so once they got in there and they did the surgery and they said I wouldn't have 
been able to play without doing the surgery, I don't know, it's just kind of a calmness 
came over me.  I said, okay, this was just meant to be and I just did exactly what they 
said.  They said that if they thought the way the surgery went that it would be no 
problem getting back and playing.  You know, I really don't know what to expect this 
week.  I've played golf, but playing golf and playing competitive are two different things.  
I'm very happy it's a three-day tournament, so we'll see.  Good thing they just paired 
me with a couple no-names, so -- but yeah, so we'll see what happens.

MODERATOR:  How much did you miss it?  This has been such a part of your life for so 
long.  How much did you miss being out there, I guess, and being in the competitive 
environment?

JULI INKSTER:  Well, I think once I got home and settled in, I have two kids that 
graduated this year and I had a really busy -- I mean, I really don't know how I would 
have done it and played golf, so it was kind of a blessing in disguise.  I missed it.  I 
missed the competition, I missed the playing, I missed working towards something, but 
also it was great being home.  Once I could start chipping and putting and stuff, it kind 
of was better.  I watched a lot of TV, a lot of sports.  I don't think I missed a football 
game, so it was good because I never get to do that.

MODERATOR:  I was going to say besides your --

JULI INKSTER:  Yeah, the Giants, I went to a Giants game, I went to a lot of hockey 
games, a lot of football games, a lot of my kids' lacrosse games, so it was good.  I've 
done it for so long that it was a nice break.

MODERATOR:  Questions for Juli?

Q.  Juli, do you think that this enforced absence might add some time to your 
career?

JULI INKSTER:  I don't know.  You know, I'm playing this week, I'm playing next week, 
and then I'm pretty sure I'm going to play Evian, and then after that I'm just going to see 
how my elbow feels, see how my body feels, my mind, see where my game's at and 
then reevaluate.

Q.  When did you first pick up a club after the surgery, and is there a part of your 
game that's a little slower coming back?

JULI INKSTER:  Well, I think just the whole, you know, when I've been playing, if I didn't 
like a shot I would just drop one and hit it again.  I don't think they're going to let me do 
that out there.  So I think just getting into playing mode's going to be the toughest part.  I 
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had my surgery in the middle of January, February, probably end of March, you know, I 
started to chip and putt.  It was probably end of April when I started hitting balls, hitting 
some balls.

Q.  When you first were told you were going to have the surgery, what did the 
doctors say the timeline would be coming back?

JULI INKSTER:  He said four to six months.  That's pretty much what it was, about five 
and a half months.  Once he said that, I heard anywhere from six to nine to out to 
whatever.  Once he got in there and fixed it up, he was pretty sure it would be four to six 
months.   

MODERATOR:  Overall since watching, I guess, from the outside a little bit the last few 
months, what have you noticed, I guess, about the LPGA and what kind of stood out?  
How different was it to sit back at home and follow it from afar?

JULI INKSTER:  Well, yeah, there's a lot of good players playing well.  Stacy Lewis is 
playing well, Yani.  There's a lot of young blood out there, so I mean, it's changed a little 
bit, but it hasn't changed that much.  You still have to play well to compete.  That's what 
I'm going to try to do.

MODERATOR:  We had Stacy in here earlier.  We've talked to her a lot lately of taking 
over the spot of the top American in the world rankings and what it means to see a 
player like her emerge.  It's been a while since any American player has won the Rolex 
Player of the Year race, back to 1994.  What does it mean to see her kind of evolving in 
that role and kind of taking the lead in women's golf in the U.S.?

JULI INKSTER:  Stacy's got a great overall game.  She hits it good, she hits good 
distance, she's got a phenomenal putting stroke, which I don't think you can teach or 
coach.  She's got a great heart to play this game.  She's very competitive, she's very 
fiery, she doesn't take losing lightly and she wants to be the best.  I think you can teach 
a lot of golf swing, you can teach a lot of putting, but I think it's really hard to teach 
heart.  There's only a few players that you really can see it in their games and she's one 
of them.

Q.  I think when Stacy was in here the other day she said something when she 
was off for six months in college not being able to play, that it really helped her as 
a player to watch other people.  I take it you've watched some women's golf on 
television.  Have you done any of that?

JULI INKSTER:  I should say I've watched a lot of women's golf, but I really haven't.  
I've watched a lot of men's golf just because, I don't know, just seems to be on.  

I think when you're out there, everything moves really fast, you know?  It just seems like 
you're always thinking ahead, moving fast.  I think after watching some women's golf 
and some men's golf and some Champions golf, whatever, it seems like the better 
players, they just -- it just seems like it moves a little slower for them.  It's almost like a 
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quarterback in football where you see the really good quarterbacks in football, that the 
game comes to them slowly.  They can do their reads fast, but it seems like they're 
always in control.  I think sometimes when you get out there and you're not used to 
being in the lead and you're not used to whatever, I think things can move really quick 
for you.  I feel like the better players let the game come to them instead of forcing the 
issue.  So, I mean, that was kind of what I kind of took away from it.

MODERATOR:  Any more questions for Juli?  Well, thank you very much.

JULI INKSTER:  Thank you.  
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