
                                 

   
FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT: BRITTANY LANG
Sunday, June 24, 2012

MODERATOR:  All right.  We'd like to welcome the inaugural Manulife Financial LPGA 
Classic winner, Brittany Lang.  Congratulations. 

BRITTANY LANG:  Thank you. 

MODERATOR:  How does it feel?

BRITTANY LANG:  I'm just ecstatic, I can't believe I finally won, and to do it here was 
good.  It's a great venue, nice place and to do it for the inaugural event was very 
special. 

MODERATOR:  Take us through your day.  You played well this week, you came out 
and shot 67, missed the putt in regulation that would have won it and took three playoff 
holes to become a Rolex first time winner.  Give me the scope of the day for you. 

BRITTANY LANG:  Well, I started out really well.  I knew if I made a couple birdies early 
it'd be a pretty easy day because it's that kind of course.  The back nine's not very 
difficult.  If you shoot a couple under on the front nine you can get some momentum 
going into the back.  And Hee Kyung and Inbee, they were playing extremely well, they 
just kept making birdie after birdie, and I was like 3- or 4-under and I still was a couple 
down.  They made a few mistakes coming in, so I finally got pretty close to them and 
made a good putt on 17.  And then I was just extremely nervous on the last hole to 
make that putt in regulation and it was just, my hands were shaking, it wasn't a good 
putt, but I gathered myself.  And it was a really good experience for me to have that 
playoff go on that long because it was just good to be in the hunt and in the thick of 
things and it was a good practice for me. 

MODERATOR:  You've knocked on the door a couple times, very close to winning in the 
last couple years, you've got six runner-up finishes coming in to this week.  How good 
does it feel to get that off of your shoulders?

BRITTANY LANG:  It feels amazing.  I can't believe it took me seven years to win a 
tournament out here.  Like I told you in Hawaii, I hadn't been that good under pressure 
and I'm getting better, and I'm so thankful that it happened this week and I'll only get 
stronger from here.
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MODERATOR:  You knew you had the physical tools, you've always known it.  You told 
me in Hawaii and earlier this week it was the mental side of the game that you've really 
been working on.  What went right mentally for you today to put you in this position? 

BRITTANY LANG:  Well, I was hitting golf balls with my bother last week on the off 
week at our course and I asked him what I needed to do to play better because I felt like 
I was playing good, and he just gave me a couple tips.  He told me I needed to spend 
some more time behind the ball seeing my shot and to just have some better tempo with 
my putting.  I really felt like I was in each shot by doing that, so thank you, Luke, it was 
good advice.

MODERATOR:  Questions for Britney?

Q.  You talked about your nerves on the short putt in regulation, but how were 
your nerves on that last putt to win the third playoff hole?

BRITTANY LANG:  Yeah, you know, I got better with each putt because I had to make 
two other putts to stay in the playoff.  I was so nervous on that first putt in regulation, I 
couldn't really see what I wanted and I just kind of putted up there.  But those two birdie 
putts I made to stay in the playoff, I was getting better at being nervous and knowing 
that just because I was nervous didn't mean I was going to miss it.  In regulation I felt a 
heck of a lot better.  I mean in the last putt to win, I felt way better than I did in 
regulation, so it was good practice.

Q.  How far was the winning putt?

BRITTANY LANG:  It was probably like six feet, yeah. 

MODERATOR:  Other questions?

Q.  Can you talk about your experience in playoffs?  Have you a lot?  How have 
you done?

BRITTANY LANG:  Well, professionally I've never been in a playoff.  I mean, I've had 
playoffs as an amateur, junior player, but that was a long time ago in college, six, seven 
years ago, so this was my first playoff.  

I mean, it was a good hole for me because you can hit a 3-wood or hybrid on the green, 
so I just tried to stay positive and just enjoy it, so one-for-one in playoffs.

Q.  Brittany, you and Morgan were robbed a little bit in the U.S. Open a little while 
ago now.  How do you compare being in the hunt then to being in the playoff 
now?

BRITTANY LANG:  Yeah, you know, that was -- I played fantastic that week.  It's just 
extremely different because during that week I had no idea where I stood, I was just 
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playing golf and I just happened to get second.  I think this week I'm much more mature, 
I'm much more prepared, I knew I was in the lead, I knew I had a putt to win and I faced 
it and took care of it.  I don't think at Cherry Hills I was ready for that.  I just think I had a 
good round and I finished second, I don't think I was ready for something like today.

Q.  We walked most of the round with you.  It looked like you played tee to green 
wonderfully.  Was there any point you thought you had to put your foot on the gas 
a bit because you had at one point five or six putts in a row basically, looked like 
10 or 15 feet and hadn't made any of them.  You didn't look frustrated by it, but it 
looked like it could have been frustrating because you were running out of holes 
and it didn't look like your playing competitors were coming back at all. 

BRITTANY LANG:  Yeah, you know, I find these greens extremely difficult to putt.  
Every putt broke twice, they're straight, they did something, and watching Hee Kyung 
and Inbee make loads of putts, they obviously didn't have problems, but I had a very 
difficult time getting them on the right line because they broke twice.  I was still 2-, 
3-under so I just started to stay positive, and I knew like yesterday I made 15 pars in a 
row and finished birdie, birdie, eagle, so if you stay patient, stay positive, you never 
know what can happen.

Q.  We asked you this yesterday as a what if, but now it's reality.  What's it feel 
like to be the first Duke Blue Devil to win an LPGA victory? 

BRITTANY LANG:  It feels very good.  I still can't believe that I'm the first Dukie to ever 
win an LPGA tournament.  That blows my mind with all the talent that comes out of 
there, but I'm very thankful and very honored. 

Q.  Britney, first, congratulations on your victory today. 

BRITTANY LANG:  Thank you.

Q.  There are a number of young Canadians in the field today.  Just wondering 
your thoughts on young Canadians such as Maude-Aimee and Rebecca 
Lee-Bentham, and any advice you'd give them to achieve the same success level 
that you've achieved?

BRITTANY LANG:  Yeah, I don't know any of those girls personally.  I did play a 
practice round with a girl, her name was Kirby Dreher; she was a really good player, 
nice girl.  I would just tell them probably just work hard and keep a good attitude.  I think 
keeping a good attitude is probably something that's gotten me to where I am and I just 
think it gives you more chances to play better by keeping a positive attitude and seeing 
the brighter side of everything, so that would be my advice.

Q.  I just wanted to pick your brain for a second.  What did you think when you 
missed your first chance at winning the tournament and then you had to watch.  
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There was nothing you could do about it and your competitor had two shots of 
winning it.

BRITTANY LANG:  What are you --

Q.  In the playoffs.

BRITTANY LANG:  Oh, the eagle putt that I had and then watching her?  Yeah, she's 
such a good putter, too.  If she didn't make the putt today, it had a chance to go in, and I 
thought for sure she was going to make that.  I was even telling my brother there's no 
way she's missing this.  That's all you can do, which is not good when it's out of your 
hands, you're just sitting there watching it.  But I thought for sure she would make it and 
I felt rejuvenated when she didn't.

Q.  How did you envision your first LPGA victory?  I'm sure it wasn't like this. 

BRITTANY LANG:  Yeah, it's pretty similar, me crying, me hugging my brother.  It's 
actually very similar.  I wish my parents were there.  I owe everything to them, so I wish 
they were here.  But to have Luke here and my friends, they stuck around, it's pretty 
cool.

Q.  In terms of actually going to a playoff and all that?

BRITTANY LANG:  I never envisioned that.  I actually envisioned making the putt in 
regulation, but yeah, it's very similar to what I envisioned.

Q.  You just touched on that, but I notice there was a bit of false start from your 
peers with the champagne when you missed the putt in regulation, and then 
obviously once you made it they came running out on the green.  I'm just 
wondering, you said you've been out here a long time and haven't won, so what 
was the reaction from your peers when you finally got the job done today?

BRITTANY LANG:  They were ecstatic.  Angela and Cristie stuck around.  The other 
girls had to catch the charter flight, but they're such good friends, they're always so 
supportive, and when I've had chances to win in the past, they've always been right by 
the green there when I have not succeeded.  So they're good friends and they were so 
happy for me, they doused me in champagne, but they were ecstatic.  I think they were 
at happy as I was.

Q.  Talk about recently Stacy Lewis, she won two of three events, she's become 
the top-ranked American, obviously you're very close with her.  A lots been said 
in recent years where are the American golfers.  Jessica Korda, Angela Stanford, 
Stacy and now yourself are in the winners' circle.  What's the state of American 
golf?
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BRITTANY LANG:  Yeah, I don't -- I mean, I know a lot of Koreans do win, but I don't 
understand that because we do have so many good American players and I love that 
Stacy keeps winning, Angela won.  Even when we win they say that.  I don't know why 
they say that, I'm not really sure. 

MODERATOR:  Anything else?

Q.  I would just like to hear your thoughts on the tournament itself in terms of the 
crowds, the galleries, you know, the field. 

BRITTANY LANG:  It was a fantastic event.  It was a fun golf course to play, very 
scorable, a lot of birdies, eagles.  It was extremely fun to play.  It was in good condition.  
The fans were fantastic, as usual in Canada they're fantastic, and the weather was nice, 
the towns are nice.  It was a well-run tournament.

Q.  So looking ahead, have your plans changed?  Are you going to play 
Arkansas?  Does your preparation for the Open change at all? 

BRITTANY LANG:  No, not really.  Arkansas is one of my favorite events so I'll definitely 
be there.  I love Arkansas.  No, my plans don't change.  I'm going to keep doing what I 
was working on this week and get with my coach and just keep trying to get better.

MODERATOR:  Brittany, thanks so much.  Congratulations.  

BRITTANY LANG:  Thank you.  
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