
                                 

   
INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:   SANDRA CHANGKIJA
Thursday, June 21, 2012

SANDRA CHANGKIJA:  Just hitting greens and making good strokes.

Q.  I think that's your best round of the year.  Did you feel that was coming along?

SANDRA CHANGKIJA:  I was hoping it was coming along.

Q.  Have you been playing well all week here?

SANDRA CHANGKIJA:  My ball striking's been good, you know, for most every 
tournament I've played in.  I just missed a few fairways here and there.  I've been 
keeping up with my ball striking and just needed to make some good strokes.

Q.  Not too hard -- it's easy to hit fairways out here, they're pretty generous, I 
think?

SANDRA CHANGKIJA:  Yeah, but a lot of times, whatever event it is, I'm always like on 
the second cut, so it's a few less fairways.

Q.  So you were a big, I can't remember if it was D-I or D-III standout?

SANDRA CHANGKIJA:  Division II. 

Q.  That was your background?

SANDRA CHANGKIJA:  Yeah.

Q.  So maybe you can just give us a little bit of your background?

SANDRA CHANGKIJA:  Four-time Division II national player of the year, four-time first 
team All American.  My teammates just captured their fourth team championship, 16 
collegiate wins.

Q.  You had offers from D-I schools though, right?

SANDRA CHANGKIJA:  Not full rides.
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Q.  Sandra, you're a rookie out here.  How have you been able to adjust and 
adapt?

SANDRA CHANGKIJA:  I mean, I'm learning every week.  I think I've got like a good 
handful of players I can always talk to about whatever, whether it's practicing or on the 
course or just how to handle myself each week.

Q.  Who's your big sister? 

SANDRA CHANGKIJA:  Beth Bader. 

Q.  Tell me about the round today.  I saw you were 7-over -- excuse me, 
7-under -- yeah, not 7-over.  7-under there.  How did the round go and tell me 
about the course?

SANDRA CHANGKIJA:  The first like six holes it was just straight pars, I just tried to 
find the speed with the greens.  Then I birdied I think 16 and 18.  I was comfortable with 
the 2-under.  Then the next couple birdies, I hit it pretty close, just needed to make a 
good stroke.  Putt one in the last three birdies.  They were kind of long ones.  I had the 
right line, I just had to get it close and it just went in.

Q.  What did you think of the course?

SANDRA CHANGKIJA:  I like it a lot, it fits me well.  It definitely got windy once we got 
to the back nine -- front nine.  Just keeping it in play.

Q.  How good does it feel to be on top of the leaderboard?  I know it's early, but 
an 8-under score on opening day is really nice?

SANDRA CHANGKIJA:  Yeah, I haven't looked, but it's definitely a good number, 
especially for a new venue.

Q.  How have you liked Canada so far?   

SANDRA CHANGKIJA:  Everyone's really nice here, yeah, that's what I like about 
it.

Q.  What's been the biggest adjustment to becoming a professional you've 
found?

SANDRA CHANGKIJA:  There's a lot of traveling, it's more like impromptu traveling, 
just last-minute things.  I don't really have a sponsor, so I can't quite buy all the plane 
tickets right away, just kind of go week to week.

Q.  Are you billeting or staying in hotels?
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SANDRA CHANGKIJA:  I'm doing a little bit of housing and hotels, using volunteer 
transportation.  Just trying everything out because I know renting a car and getting a 
hotel is probably the easiest one, but I figured I would try everything as much as I can 
and try and save some money.

Q.  It's not easy, is it?

SANDRA CHANGKIJA:  No, sometimes it's hard to get the volunteers to come out at 
5:15.

Q.  What time are they picking you up this morning?

SANDRA CHANGKIJA:  5:15.  No, some other events they said 6:00.  I said wow, what 
about a 7:30 tee time.  Kind of just have to work around it.

Q.  A lot of people have been expecting really low scores out here this week.  
Obviously you set the early pace.  What's your goal going into tomorrow?

SANDRA CHANGKIJA:  Just going to keep doing what I've been doing, hit fairways, hit 
greens, just make a good stroke.  I'm putting really well, I've got a new putter.

Q.  When did you going to start using the new putter?

SANDRA CHANGKIJA:  After Wegmans.

Q.  What's the putter? 

SANDRA CHANGKIJA:  It's a TaylorMade Rossa Ghost. 
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