
                                 

INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:   SUZANN PETTERSEN
Wednesday, June 20, 2012

MODERATOR:  I'd like to welcome Suzann Pettersen to her pretournament press 
conference of the Manulife Financial LPGA Classic.  Suzann, thanks for joining us.  

This is the second LPGA tournament now in Canada.  You previously won the 2009 CN 
Canadian Women's Open.  Obviously you're feeling pretty comfortable in Canada.  Why 
don't you speak about it? 

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  Well, it's great to be here in Waterloo for the first time, my first 
time.  Got in last night, excited to be back in Canada.  We always have fantastic support 
from the fans here, all over Canada, doesn't really matter where we go.  It's probably 
one of the best supported events we have throughout the year and I'm excited to be 
here.  It's great to have a new tournament, Manulife, here in Ontario.  I'm very happy to 
be here and excited to see the course later on today. 

MODERATOR:  Keeping on the international topic, there are currently now the top six in 
the Rolex rankings are from six different countries.  Can you just talk a little bit about 
how global the LPGA Tour has become? 

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  I just think that women's golf these days is pretty good these 
days.  We have top players represented from all over the world.  I think it's important 
that our Tour goes global.  I think it's nice for us to show kids our skills and talents in the 
countries where we're all well represented by good players.  

For me, it's very exciting that we have another major in Europe and then also major 
tournaments in Asia, and then big tournaments in America, North America, Canada 
included.  So it's a bright future for the LPGA and it's good to be a part of.

MODERATOR:  I know you haven't played the golf course yet because you recently 
played in the CVS Charity Classic.  Who did you play with and how was it? 

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  I played with Fred Funk.  I looked down at him for two days.  
It's a great charity event.  Brad Faxon, Billy Andrade put on a fantastic show.  They get 
pretty much whoever they want to come and play, very popular event, and it's great to 
be able to raise the amount of money that they do for all different local charities.  The 
Eagles played at the dinner.  They get it all.  It's great fun.  I think it's great to interact 
with the guys inside the ropes.  You kind of get to know them on a little different basis.  
Yesterday we played with -- Fred and I were paired with Yani and Jeff Sluman and he 
was just a great character.
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MODERATOR:  You're coming off a tied-for-second finish at the Wegmans LPGA 
Championship.  How's your game shaping up?

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  It's pretty good.  I'm very excited.  Finished second again over 
the last two days.  Second place is starting to come back.  My game is great.  I had a 
good off week last week after Rochester.  Rochester was a very tough test, it was 
mentally draining.  Those fairways aren't really wide and the fairways are rough.  Well, 
the rough was really rough.  So I needed a little break and a few days of rest.  Excited to 
start these three weeks here in Canada and these three weeks with the U.S. Open.

MODERATOR:  Yani seems to be kind of slipping in the Rolex rankings a little bit.  Does 
that kind of open the door, do you think, for yourself and other players to move up?

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  You know what, I don't really look at stats and rankings 
throughout the season.  If you know what you're doing and you feel confident in what 
you do and you know you put in the work you feel is needed, that's all I can do.  At the 
end of the year it might be more interesting to see where you're at and how everyone's 
standing, but throughout the season, I mean, you're going through ups and downs.  

Yani obviously came off very strongly in the beginning of the year.  It's tough.  I mean, I 
guess even Rory shows that we're human every now and again.  It's tough to perform at 
the top level week in and week out.  You know what, you wake up every morning, 
sometimes the body feels like this, sometimes the body feels like that.  You've just got to 
try and make the most out of it.

Q.  How do you feel about playing this week in the humidity?

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  Well, there's a reason why I moved from Norway to Florida.  
Now that I came from south to here, it's almost warmer here.  I much rather prefer the 
heat than the cold, but this is a bit warmer than I expected it to be.

Q.  Warmer than the last time you were in Canada?

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  Yeah, I think so.  Even coming off the airplane at 9:00 last 
night, the heat just kind of hit me in the face.  So it will be nice, the ball will be flying a 
long way.

Q.  Shanshan had a breakthrough victory at Wegmans, which I'm sure is going to 
pave the way for a lot of people from China to play golf.  How important do you 
think that is?

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  Well, I think we just secured another five events in China with 
her win.  Shanshan is a fantastic player.  She's young, she's very true.  I mean, she's 
just herself and I love that.  
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(Cell phone interruption.)

Do you like this song, guys?  Sorry, that was my mom.  I haven't talked to her this 
morning.

No, I thought it was a great winner at the Rochester LPGA Championship.  You know 
what, it's good that we see different winners.  She probably wasn't the one that people 
thought was going to run away with it, but she played fantastic, bogey free, and all the 
credit to her.  I guess we're going to China in a few years.

Q.  What are the strengths of your game, do you think?  I know you haven't 
played the course, but from what you've heard, do you think those strengths will 
be suitable for this course?

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  I've heard the fairways are fairly generous, so hopefully that 
will put you up to hit a lot of greens.  My long game feels very solid these days, so I'm 
excited to go out there today and see, kind of adjust to the conditions, adjust to the 
speed of the greens.  That's probably the most important thing I have to do today.  Then 
I'm off early tomorrow.  It's a quick turnaround, but I'm excited.  I'm paired with Webby 
and Azahara, so it's a good paring.  So it's nice to start off early on Thursday.

Q.  When the players first heard the word Waterloo, what was the response on the 
Tour, because I'm sure a lot of people were like where's Waterloo exactly?

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  Well, being European, Waterloo is more -- the Battle of 
Waterloo is not in Canada, it's the other side of the pond.  You know what, I'm excited to 
be here.  You learn new stuff, you get to see new places, and you kind of get to interact 
with the fans in new places.  I'm excited to be here, and hopefully the weather can stay 
like this and we'll have a fantastic week.

Q.  Is tomorrow an endurance with the humidity being around 40 degrees, it's 
going to be so warm.  Is it endurance, and how do you kind of cope with that heat 
going out there because everybody's going to be affected by it? 

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  Well, I don't really look at that as a big challenge.  You just 
have to make sure you stay hydrated.  I think you have to adjust some of the yardages, 
you probably hit it a little bit further because of the heat, but like I said, I rather prefer the 
heat than the ice bath.

MODERATOR:  Any other questions for Suzann?

Q.  How does your preparation change arriving on a Wednesday as opposed to 
Monday?  How will it affect you tomorrow?

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  You know, it doesn't really matter.  My caddie was here, he 
walked the course the day after we finished in Rochester, so he knows the course.  I'll 
get to see the course today.  I'll put a few notices in my yardage book of things that I 
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see.  Once you've see the course once and you've adjusted to the conditions, I mean, if 
you played it once or twice, it doesn't really matter.  I'll get to see whatever is to be 
seen.  It might actually save me some energy, coming in more fresh.  I'm excited to see 
this course now.

MODERATOR:  Any other questions?  All right.  Suzann, thank you.  
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