
                                 

   
INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:   PAULA CREAMER
Wednesday, June 20, 2012

MODERATOR:  I'd like to welcome Paula Creamer into the interview room.  Paula, 
thanks for joining us.  This week's tournament kind of starts off a three-week stretch 
ending at the U.S. Open, which you won in 2009.  Can you just talk about how you feel 
going into this three-week stretch and how you feel going into this week? 

PAULA CREAMER:  I had a really good week off last week and starting to hit the ball a 
lot better.  Being in contention is nice, haven't been there for a while, so it was good to 
have a couple top 10 finishes these last two events.  It's been incredible, all the 
volunteers and the fans.  What a welcome to a new event.  It's very special, and I think 
everybody should be very proud of the city of Waterloo for everybody volunteering and 
coming out. 

MODERATOR:  This is the LPGA's first time in Waterloo.  What are your thoughts on 
the golf course? 

PAULA CREAMER:  I mean, it's pretty wide open, but you have to make a lot of birdies 
this week.  It's windy, it was windy today, I know there's not great weather coming in 
tomorrow, so who knows what's going to happen with that.  But it's all about putting the 
ball in the right spot on the green.  There's a lot of wedges into holes, so like I said, you 
have to make a lot of birdies but there's some tough holes that you have to make par 
and kind of move on.  It depends on where the rules officials put the pin placements 
really. 

MODERATOR:  Any questions for Paula?

Q.  How did you find the round in the heat today?  You don't seem bothered by it, 
but was it okay? 

PAULA CREAMER:  I live in Orlando, Florida, so it's a lot hotter here than it is here, and 
everybody keeps saying it's so hot here.  I don't think so.  It's actually very nice and 
refreshing.  But we get to play in all different kinds of climates, and I know that I think on 
the weekend it's supposed to be a little cooler and whatnot.  But you just kind of have to 
go with it and drink lots of water when it's hot, and hopefully the rain does stay away.

Q.  Paula, on a bit of a lighter note, I saw where you tweeted Beau Hossler last 
week that you would go to prom with him.  Has he responded at all?
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PAULA CREAMER:  I haven't really checked my Twitter from coming to Canada and 
whatnot, so I'm going to have to look it up.  But I said I would go, I would definitely go to 
prom with him.

Q.  Hi, Paula, Jordan Ercit from the Waterloo Chronicle.  Just a couple questions.  
First, obviously a bit of a slow start for you this year, but you've come on the last 
two tournaments.  I know you mentioned the way you've been striking the ball, 
but any other reasons why you've been playing better the last few weeks?

PAULA CREAMER:  You know, it's been a very tough, difficult year for me, just a lot of 
things going on both on and off the golf course.  Losing my grandpa earlier in the year 
was something that I really had to deal with and it was very difficult.  I mean, everybody 
knows what it's like to have a loss, and he was such a big inspiration in my life and it 
was hard to not have him there anymore.  I've just had to deal with life issues and 
unfortunately it affected my golf for a little bit.  

And at the same time I am trying to do new things with my golf swing and I'm trying to 
be more consistent and doing things that I've never been able to do after my surgery 
and I'm actually able to now two years later.  Like I said, I haven't been making enough 
putts and I'm starting to now -- I'm starting to roll the ball a lot better.  Unfortunately 
when you come out here and you start off slow, you have to really shoot those low 
rounds to get back into it and I just haven't been able to do that.  It's just starting to click 
now.

Q.  The second one, Stacy Lewis was just talking about how people are starting to 
recognize her and the demands on her time.  Obviously it's something you deal 
with.

PAULA CREAMER:  Um-hmm.

Q.  How did you deal with that at first when people started to recognize you, and 
how difficult is that pressure when people want your time and know who you are?

PAULA CREAMER:  Well, I think it's a great thing.  It means that you're doing wonderful 
things on the golf course and off the golf course.  The day that I guess it's not there is 
kind of when you have to look around.  I embrace it.  You have to learn how to have a 
balancing act, that's for sure, you know, planning your days, that type of thing of you 
have your media, you have this, you have that.  

I had a little girl come out today and all 18 holes she was with me.  Things like that I 
enjoy.  That's the great part of golf, is having people watch you and want to cheer you 
on and motivate you.  I'm obviously very driven as a person, but when you have all 
these fans come out and wear pink and just root for you, there's nothing better than that. 

MODERATOR:  Paula, this is the second stop on the LPGA Tour in Canada.  Can you 
speak a little bit about how global the LPGA has gone?
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PAULA CREAMER:  It is, it has gone very international.  I think that it's important to 
come to Canada because, I mean, they just love women's golf.  It's incredible, the 
support and just how much knowledge they do have for the game, just to be able to 
have another event here just shows that.  The partnership that we have with Manulife 
hopefully can continue for a very long time because I think on the weekend there's 
going to be a lot of people out here and that's what we want.  

Q.  Hi, Paula.  I know coming to this tournament, a lot of tournament officials 
really stressed getting the top 25 players in the world, as many as they can.  How 
would you rate the field for this event? 

PAULA CREAMER:  I think it's very strong.  We've got most of the top players here.  
You have to look at the three-week stretch, and we want to come here, we want to play 
in Waterloo, we want to play in Canada and it shows.  I think that, like I said, there's 
going to be a big crowd and it's a good golf course and it's a new event, so there's going 
to be people who want to come.  But field-wise, it's as good as any.

Q.  You mentioned a girl followed you 18 holes dressed like you?

PAULA CREAMER:  Just like me.  I wrote her a letter several months ago and I said if I 
ever get to meet you in Waterloo for the tournament, you can walk with me 18 holes.  
We talked about wearing pink and white, and now we have matching bracelets.  Her 
little brother -- her name's Allison.  Her little brother Tyler said that her and I are best 
friends now.  So I have a five-and-a-half year old best friend that is going to be 
wearing pink for a long time. 

MODERATOR:  Is she coming out to follow you at all? 

PAULA CREAMER:  I think on the weekend.

Q.  The final one was, do you have time to check out some of the new 
communities you go to when you're playing a new tournament?  Is it something 
you plan to do or have done when you're in Waterloo?

PAULA CREAMER:  That's something that I personally try to make a goal of mine.  
Being out on Tour, this is my 8th year, looking back at the first four or five years, I really 
never got to go or sightsee and see things where we're going because it's always been 
this, this, this.  Part of me knows that I need to have a balance of getting away from golf 
also, so I have tried to make an effort.  This week it's been a little bit difficult, lots of 
things going on, new area, but I am.  We still have four more days left, so hopefully I 
can go and look around a little bit and just embrace the new city that we are in. 

MODERATOR:  Any other questions for Paula?  All right, Paula, thank you.
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