
                                 

   
INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:   LORIE KANE, ALENA SHARP, JENNIFER KIRBY
Tuesday, June 19, 2012

MODERATOR:  I would like to welcome, to my right, Jennifer Kirby, next to her, Alena 
Sharp, and then next to her, Lorie Kane into their pretournament press conference of 
the Manulife Financial LPGA Classic.  

First, ladies, this is the second event in Canada now on the LPGA schedule.  Can you 
just tell me how you feel about it?  

JENNIFER KIRBY:  I think it's really great to have another event in Canada.  The CN 
was the main thing for the past however many years they've held it.  It was a major at 
one point.  I think that golf is growing in Canada and the fans love it, tons of people 
came out.  Volunteers were gone in, I think, just over a day.  So we love having people 
here and watching golf. 

ALENA SHARP:  I think it's great for golf in Canada.  There's a lot more ladies on the 
LPGA Tour from Canada now.  A few years ago there was only two of us and now we 
have, I think, almost 10.  To have two events in Canada, I think it's great way for people 
to come out and watch us.  They're always gracious fans, and we always seem to sell 
out almost when we play in Canada, especially here in Ontario.  I think that this event's 
going to be packed with people.  As Jennifer said, the volunteers sold out within 30 
hours, so it's going to be a great week.

MODERATOR:  Can you talk a little bit about how women's golf is growing in Canada?   

LORIE KANE:  Yeah.  Well, to Alena's point, I think when I was a rookie in 1996, we 
had about 10 girls back then, too.  I'm the only one left from that genre, and along came 
Alena, and we do have a great handful of young women who are playing, and Jennifer's 
on her way to finish school and to get out with us on Tour.  

You know, to talk about Manulife picking up a new event here, I mean, it's obviously 
quite clear that this area is very (inaudible) in what they have and their idea that it is 
about community.  So the LPGA Tour and women's golf is about community and it's 
about what we will help leave when we leave here at the end of the tournament so there 
will be some charitable dollars raised.  And it also gives us an opportunity for younger 
Canadians to play at home, to feel what that's about, and to help build them to be 
stronger athletes.
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MODERATOR:  Alena, I believe you were born close to Waterloo.  Are you inspecting a 
big fan base here this week? 

ALENA SHARP:  Yeah, Hamilton's not too far away and my parents will be here and 
some members from Brantford where I grew up playing.  It'll be great to see them.  I 
think the last time I had a big crowd was the London tournament back in 2006, so I'm 
really thankful that Manulife picked up this event and we can come back here again next 
year and the following year, and it's just nice to have the locals come out and watch.

MODERATOR:  Jennifer, turn it back over to you.  You just came off a big win; your 
team at the University of Alabama won the NCAAs.  Can you just talk about that and 
how it felt? 

JENNIFER KIRBY:  Yeah, we won NCAAs this past May.  It was amazing.  I 
experienced winning a college event at the end of the spring, and there's no 
comparison.  When you win like for your team in a national setting, it was incredible, 
and it's just, you know, it's the icing on the cake for a good year for me and our team.  
So it's nice because you're around those girls every day for an entire year and just for 
all your hard work to pay off, it was really special.

MODERATOR:  Turning back to this week, can each of you just speak on the course 
conditions?  Lorie, I know you haven't played yet, but how your game shapes up coming 
into this week? 

ALENA SHARP:  Yeah, I played the course last year in August and I must say that it's 
in great shape.  It looks like no one's played the greens, there's hardly any ballmarks on 
the greens, so they're a little firm, so you have to hit high shots in.  I think that plays to 
my advantage because I hit the ball high.  When it gets windy, the downwind holes, it's 
tough to stop it.  But it's in great shape and I think it's a great test for the girls this week.  
It will be fun to see how low we can go. 

JENNIFER KIRBY:  Yeah, I'd say the same thing.  If you can hit it long and have some 
(inaudible) going into the greens, I think you have a big advantage, and there's definitely 
reachable par 5s, so if you can get it up there on the greens, I think you'll do well. 

MODERATOR:  Lorie, how do you feel about your game?  

LORIE KANE:  Very good, things, you know, other than a rather scrappy round Friday 
at Wegmans LPGA Championship, things are really good and glad to be here and look 
forward to getting out this afternoon to have a look at the golf course and play tomorrow 
in the pro-am and tee it up on Thursday.

MODERATOR:  Do we have any questions?  

Q.  I'd like to follow up on the course itself.  What sort of scores do you see out 
there and what certain player is going to do well on this course? 
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LORIE KANE:  I think if it's windy like today, I don't think the scores are going to be I 
think in between 10- and 15-under can possibly win.  There are some holes where you 
have a lot of longer irons in and it's a good mix.  It just depends on how the pins are 
placed and the wind.  Today some of the par 5s are downwind because of the wind 
direction, so it's going to be how the officials set it up, I think. 

JENNIFER KIRBY:  Yeah, I would agree with that.  I mean, yes, it is scorable, but it 
always depends on the conditions and how they set it up.  There could be some tight 
pins where if the greens are running away from you, it can be a lot harder to get it close.  
Like she said, there's definitely holes where you can get it back, so it is a good mix.  
We'll see. 

LORIE KANE:  I'll let you know in a couple hours.

Q.  Hi, Jenn.  I'm just wondering if you could talk a little bit -- I know that it might 
be a little bit out of context because you just won the NCAAs, but could you 
explain a little bit, there seems to be a growing trend in women's golf to skip the 
college route, where at least in North America it's still sort of the primary route to 
go.  Can you talk a little bit about your choice and how you feel whether it's 
helped your game or not?   

JENNIFER KIRBY:  I would say that since I've been in college I haven't made a lot of 
changes technically in that sense, but I think it was a good choice for me because I've 
got a lot of experience just being there and just playing and learning how to win.  I 
mean, there's no price to an education, either.  If I can get a free education and play golf 
for four years and grow as a person, I think it's a good decision.  I mean, some people 
go the other route, but that's totally up to them.  I don't know, this was for me, and I think 
that I'm itching to get out here and play as a professional, but in due time. 

LORIE KANE:  I think if I can inject some legend experience, I didn't play college golf, I 
went to school at Acadia University in Wolfville, Nova Scotia, played field hockey and 
basketball.  

I have talked to Jenn and some of the other younger players who were in college and 
finished college, and said, you know, as of 2006 when the economy went to crap, the 
Tour, we suffered, and we're just coming out on the other end of it.  So the LPGA Tour's 
only going to be stronger within the next couple of years, and if you were a rookie last 
year, I think the kids got into maybe, what, eight, 12 tournaments.  So that's not a way to 
start your career.  

When I joined the Tour in 1996 we had 41 events.  I played 33 tournaments in '97.  The 
experience and the exposure that they will get to life is -- and on top of that, a strong 
education usually, is a great way to go.  So I think for any -- Paula Creamer is probably 
an example of somebody who was beneficial of coming out at the right time as far as 
not doing the college thing.  Morgan, the same.  
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But I think right now, the time is better for them to stay in school until we recover.  

ALENA SHARP:  I also think too, when you go to school, like Jenn said, for me being 
from Canada, I wanted to go somewhere where I could play all year round.  I was 
thousands of miles from home and had to learn all these things on my own and I grew 
up.  I think that's huge coming out here.  If you have a good basis and you know what 
you're doing, you're probably going to adjust better to Tour life.

Q.  Lorie, you've been around a while now, don't take it the wrong way, but are 
you concerned that too many girls are skipping the college route? 

LORIE KANE:  I don't know that I'm concerned, I just think that it would be in their best 
interest -- I'm not talking -- if you don't like school, because school is not for everyone.  
Trust me, I am the least academically inclined and probably wouldn't have been able to 
get into an American college and kept the golf ball in the air as well as the books. 

I would just like to make sure that our younger players, younger girls particularly, use 
the opportunities that they have, and it's a struggle to make a living playing golf.  I think 
we've got a lot of talented young players that would grow even more if they had the 
college experience.  I would have loved to have been on a team and experienced 
playing with a team and winning a championship like Jenn has had, because I come 
from all team sports and that's one component that I miss.  So I'm not concerned, but I 
definitely would think right now, as Canadians, a couple years in college somewhere 
would do everybody good.

Q.  Just to switch veins a little bit, Alena and Jenn, is there perhaps some water at 
Brantford, you two being our lead players to come from there?  

ALENA SHARP:  I think for me, growing up playing at Brantford, it's tight, it made you 
hit it straight.  The greens are undulated, you learn how to play breaking putts, how to 
read break.  There's a lot of great -- as at any golf course, there's a lot of great players 
that you can play with that makes you bring your game up to the next level, and the 
members there are just so heartwarming to the juniors, and I think that really helps 
when you're 15 years old and your dad drops you off at the golf course and you don't 
know what to do and the members, they take you out and they let you play with them 
and kind of take you under their wing.  So Brantford was great for that for me. 

JENNIFER KIRBY:  And whenever you walked to the junior girls locker room, there was 
always a nice picture of Alena.  It kind of reminds you that you can do it.  And there is a 
lot of juniors out there and good competitive nature, but she also has the course record 
there. 

Q.  What's the record?

ALENA SHARP:  65. 
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Q.  Lorie, one last question.  How much longer are you going to stay at this?  For 
a while? 

LORIE KANE:  A long while.

Q.  Are you comfortable working with Sean still?  

LORIE KANE:  Yes, still working with Sean and Danny.  The three of us are a team.  
There's a major component to that, too, and that's Dr. Craig Davies and my trainer Ty.  
Physically, I don't think I've been in better shape, very pain-free.  And I don't see Sean 
very often and that says a lot about Sean.  I think he gives Danny and I some stuff to 
work on and he's gotten me back to where I was when I was being very successful.

Q.  Do you think that the Tour has addressed, with the retirement of Annika and 
Lorena, do you think that the really elite players -- obviously there's one classic 
example of Stacy this week.  Do you think the Tour's done a good job of replacing 
those two players?  It was pretty difficult gap to fill and the timing wasn't the best, 
especially that it came kind of when the economy... 

LORIE KANE:  Yeah, I don't know if that's the Tour's responsibility or us as players to 
step up and take over.  

Our Tour, I believe the Tour's stronger now than it ever has been in its history, the depth 
of young players that week in and week out can win.  It definitely was -- it was not nice 
to lose an Annika and a Lorena, but you know, when I think of Yani and how 
unbelievable she's been playing, the appeal that Paula Creamer has, Morgan, Karrie 
Webb, Se Ri Pak, and Inkster's going to make a return here shortly, our game is very 
healthy.  We've got -- and not to say Alena Sharp and myself.  

I'm going to tell you somebody who's going to win, a Canadian, sometime soon is 
Maude-Aimee Leblanc.  If she gets it all together and can manage herself and can 
learn to live out here, she's going to be a talent to be reckoned with.  

ALENA SHARP:  I've never seen a woman hit it as far as she does. 

LORIE KANE:  I played with her early in Phoenix, I think our final round in Phoenix this 
year, and high-low, low-high, right-left, left-right, she's got all the shots and it's just 
now a matter of her getting comfortable with playing.  I know Jenn's played on the 
national team with her.  

So yeah, losing Annika and Lorena, sure, at the time was not good, but we've got an 
awful lot of talented young women who are stepping up in different ways. 

ALENA SHARP:  I think -- I've been on Tour this is my seventh year, and as I look 
back to even my rookie year, even the bottom line's gotten tougher.  You can't have a 
bad round anymore and make a cut.  You've got to play well every day.  Cuts used to be 
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4-, 5-over, now they're even or 1-over.  Everybody's playing better, everybody's 
stepped up their game, so you just have to be on top of your game every week.

Q.  Lorie, I don't know, was it the late '90s when you finished second a bunch of 
times and then finally broke through?  You see often players who contend for 
ages and maybe never break through because they never get that win.  How big 
was that for you?  It was a lot of disappointment, I know it was a long time ago, 
but how big of -- 

LORIE KANE:  It really wasn't that long ago.

Q.  How big -- 

LORIE KANE:  I remember it like it was yesterday.

Q.  How big a boost was it to finally break through because there's almost in this 
sport only one person can win each week.  There's a psychological hurdle that 
has to be climbed before you can become an elite player, and somebody's who's 
experienced difficulty breaking through and finally did many times, I'm just 
wondering if you can tell us -- 

LORIE KANE:  Funny you asked that question because we were talking about it 
yesterday that in 1997 I found myself at our Tour championship in Vegas in a playoff 
with Annika Sorenstam and Pat Hurst, and Pat lost after the first hole and I lost the 
tournament on the third hole.  

To be honest with you, it was the best thing that ever happened to me because winning 
at that time, I don't think I was prepared for what that might mean, and finishing second 
nine times only made it better for me to be prepared when I did win, and there was 
different circumstances.  I backed my way into a second place finish several times, and 
only probably a few times and the statistics will show that did I ever have the lead and 
then end up losing.  

So a lot of things had to happen in order for you to win.  I think what I've learned from 
my experiences is that you have to be right here in the present, one shot, and play it the 
best you can.  If you allow it to beat you up, it will.  

I remember painfully a gentleman coming up to me the week after I had lost in Atlanta in 
a playoff with Rachel Hetherington and he shook my hand.  He said, If you're planning 
to win tournaments, you have to stop missing three-footers.  

And this was a fan.  I don't know how he got to me inside the ropes, but he did, and that 
hurt.  But I looked at him and I said, As much as that hurt, you're right.  So you suck it 
up and you move on and you go practice your putting.  
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But the upside of that is that I gave myself the opportunity.  If you're not giving yourself 
the opportunity, then you need to check things out.  

But, you know, it's all encompassed.  If I wasn't my age that it says in the media guide 
and I was 10 years younger, would you be asking me if I was leaving the game or when 
I would leave the game?  Because I've only been 16 years on Tour, so to me that's not a 
full gamut.  Inkster's been on Tour 35 years and nobody's asking Juli when she's going 
to retire.  So I'm having fun.  I'm probably having more fun now than I've ever had.  So 
it's exciting to see.  It's a great question.  These younger players, as Canadians, we can 
win.  We need to believe that more and take it to the golf course, and as Sean Foley 
says to me, Go out there and see how you stack up, because that's what it is.  I'll get off 
my soapbox now.

Q.  Actually, this may be a soapbox question for the three of you.  As women who 
are the face of golf in Canada, particularly for women, thinking about the club 
level, I don't know how much you get to play like the rest of us play at clubs, but 
at the club level, the amateur level, do you think these days it's become a 
friendlier environment for women on courses?  Are we sort of getting behind us 
some of those old basically sexist stereotypes of women golfers and so on.  Is 
this getting into a better era just for the average woman golfer to be welcomed 
into courses and clubs, and if so, what's accounting for that difference? 

LORIE KANE:  Again, going back to when I joined the Tour, I remember pro-ams and 
thinking, where are all the women?  There were no businesswomen playing in our 
pro-ams then.  There are more businesswomen playing now, so that must mean that 
women are taking up the game.  

I also think though that as a female, we want to have it right when we get to the stage of 
coming out to play, say, in the Manulife pro-am on Wednesday.  Women are a little bit 
more intimidated where guys aren't.  They'll just come out, and if they miss it on the first 
tee, it's no big deal.  I think as women we tend to want to be a little more perfectionist.  

I think, if I'm not wrong, that the biggest growing part of golf here in this country is 
women and it's keeping women in the game.  You might have picked up the game when 
you were our age, Jenn's younger than me, and then we go off and have families so we 
tend to lose it for a little while and it's keeping them back.  But as far as, you know, what 
clubs they can be members of, I've never seen that as a problem in our country.  It's just 
keeping women in the game.  When they step away, if they so chose to have a family, 
how do you get them to come back and bring their kids with them?   

JENNIFER KIRBY:  I think for younger girls there's been a lot of girls for like camps and 
stuff like that to get them involved, and there's definitely more girls at clubs, like little 
girls around kind of learning the game and I see them on the ranges and things like that.  
So I think it's definitely growing in that sense, but I wouldn't really know about the club 
aspect of it. 
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ALENA SHARP:  I think Lorie and Dawn and Sandra Post, they paved the way for golf 
in Canada for women.  Younger girls are playing more now than when I was a junior.  
When I started, I was in a boys' camp, there was no girls' camp.  Now there's girls' 
camps.  Jenn's right, there are more younger girls at golf courses picking up the clubs 
and playing.  So I think that more exposure to the LPGA and events like this one and 
the CN events really help getting us out on TV, showing that there's Canadians playing 
on the LPGA, and I think that helps women's golf in Canada from the junior level all the 
way up.

Q.  Just one followup to that.  I have a 20-month old daughter and myself, my 
peer group have trouble understanding what to do to get them into the game.  
Any suggestions?  This is kind of for you, Lorie, but maybe Jenn and Alena, how 
to get really young kids involved in the game, especially women, young girls? 

LORIE KANE:  I have an idea that we have to approach golf like they approach minor 
soccer, minor hockey, minor basketball, minor baseball.  The idea that you join a -- 
there's a cost and that's what it comes down to, and then it's finding a place for them to 
play.  

So we need to get our clubs to open the doors to kids, young families, and have a 
limited day membership.  Like if you play soccer on Monday and Wednesday, you're 
going to play golf on Tuesday and Thursday.  Instead of thinking -- I come from a family 
of all girls and I only have one niece that plays of the five, and she didn't play for a 
length of time and now she's back to playing because her boyfriend plays, and she's 18 
years old.  

So it's tough, and I think the CN Future Links program is a great program, but it has to 
be implemented through the clubs and it's getting access to where you can play without 
having to join a club.  I mean, we were lucky, I think very lucky to have the golf courses 
that we played at. 

ALENA SHARP:  I think also making it more fun for kids, not standing behind them on 
the range and telling them do this, do that.  Let them hit the ball, that's what my dad did.  
I didn't play golf that seriously until I was 16.  I played hockey, I played soccer in the 
summer.  I wasn't at the golf course every hour of the day like some of these girls are 
now.  There's that birdie ball, that's a fun thing for kids to do, hitting a Velcro ball into a 
thing, into like a mat.  

JENNIFER KIRBY:  Also night golf, too. 

ALENA SHARP:  Yeah.  Make it more fun, no so tedious when they're kids.  Then they'll 
really like it if you give them a good foundation for it. 

LORIE KANE:  As I always say, we can't tell the story without your help, so keep 
writing. 
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