
                                 

INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:   BERNHARD LANGER
Sunday, June 10, 2012

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Okay, Bernhard, final round 66, and I guess everybody was sort 
of fortunate that we did get it in.  Just maybe a few general thoughts about how you 
played.  You did tie Tom early in the day when you made your third birdie of the day at 
the 4th hole while he was making bogey at 2.  Just a few thoughts about the day. 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Well, I knew I had to go low today to have any hope of winning 
the championship, and I got off to a very good start, 3-under in the first four holes, and 
then birdied 7 on top of that.  That momentum got halted -- stopped when I bogeyed 8 
and 9.  Hit a bad 8-iron on 8, the wind was swirling, I wasn't sure which was it's going 
and the pin was close to the water, so I bailed out in the bunker and couldn't get it up 
and down from there.  And then 9, I don't know what happened there, blocked a 6-iron, 
hit the bank and bounced into the water, got it up and down for bogey.  

Then immediately bounced back in some really bad weather, No. 10, when I birdied 
there, and had a few chances, made a few and still had a few more.  But overall it was a 
very good round of golf, hit a lot of fairways, hit a lot of greens, putted pretty well.  

I felt today the greens were a little bit faster, a little bit better, the way we normally find 
them.  I thought they were kind of slow the first three days.  I've never seen that many 
golfers leaving putts short even from 10, 15, 20 feet, and I myself left a lot of putts short.  
So I'm glad they found a way to speed up the greens and they were really good today.  
The golf course is fantastic though, I really enjoyed the layout and the way it was set up, 
excellent. 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  You had not been here in some time after your injury.

BERNHARD LANGER:  22 years, yep.

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Maybe talk about the year.  You've had a lot of top 10s this year.  
Are you encouraged by the fact that you did contend after being away for so long last 
year? 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah, I'm encouraged by my play.  I played very -- seemed to 
play quite well the last few months, actually the whole year, had a lot of good finishes, 
chances to put myself in contention a few times, a lot of top 10s, just haven't got the W 
yet, but I think it's going to happen sooner or later.
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PHIL STAMBAUGH:  We'll just go to questions.

Q.  What is your mindset when you don't really know what the weather's -- like 
when you were on 10 and Lehman was I think on 8 I guess he was, it just started 
pouring down.  What is your --

BERNHARD LANGER:  Well, we knew it was going to be bad.  Woke up -- well, 
yesterday the forecast was bad.  Then I checked the hourly forecast and it said 100 
percent rein from 1:00 to 6:00 this afternoon.  And I looked at the radar and you saw this 
big blob of yellow and green coming up from the Gulf and you know it's not going to be 
a sunny nice day.  

So you take all your waterproof gear, you take extra towels, you rely on your caddie to 
keep the stuff dry as much as possible.  I did one thing today which I never do, I actually 
played in a jacket for two holes just because I would have -- my shirt would have been 
soaking yet.  I still had an hour and a half to go.  I usually hate playing in jackets, but I 
had no option.

Q.  And what's it like to be chasing a guy like Lehman?  He just bogeyed right 
before I asked this question, but he's so steady out there.  Do you know you need 
to come back a little bit --

BERNHARD LANGER:  You know, I didn't know what he was going to do, but my goal 
was to get off to a good start, to put pressure on him to make him win the tournament, 
and not let him have a three- or four-shot lead the whole day around; that would be too 
easy.  And I did that, but he responded extremely well to it and he deserves to be the 
champion, if that's how he finishes, in the way he plays. 

Q.  Bernhard, could you tell me exactly what you did to your, I think it was your 
wrist, and how long it kept you out of the game?  I know you had indicated earlier 
that you were 100 percent back.  Was there a doubt at some point that you would 
ever be able to come back?  Was it a very significant injury?

BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah, it was.  I had surgery on my interior ligament here, 
whatever it's called, on my left thumb.  At first they said, oh, you should be back after 
two or three months.  Well, that wasn't the case.  I was trying to play after about two and 
a half, three months and it was just about as painful as it was before.  Then they said I 
developed arthritis, which is long term, not a good picture.  If you have arthritis, it 
(inaudible) these joints, kind of hurt every time you swing the club.  But with a lot of 
rehab and lot of prayer and somehow from my German doctor doing lots of rehab on 
me, sitting next to me and just pulling and pushing on my thumb for hours and hours, 
eventually it got better.  By the time November, December came around, which was 
eight months later, it started feeling better.  Ever since it's been pretty good.

Q.  You mentioned this briefly earlier, but this will be your ninth top 10 finish in 11 
starts, which is obviously excellent golf, but the competitor in you wanting that 
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victory, is it kind of hard for you to say, hey, I'm playing great golf but the trophy 
-- 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah, you know, sometimes that happens in golf.  And I 
haven't had too many seconds; a lot of them were third or seventh or ninth or something 
like that.  But there were -- even when I finished ninth, there were chances.  Either I hit 
some bad shots here and there or the putter wasn't good.  

To win out here, you have to play almost flawless golf because everybody plays 
aggressive.  They know a lot of great players are out here and they just go for 
everything.  I watched Mr. Lu a little bit today, who was right behind me.  He hit driver on 
every single hole, every single hole.  That's not necessarily the percentage play, the 
smart play, but just go for it, either it works out or it doesn't, and that's how a lot of the 
guys play out here. 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Can you just run through the birdies that you had real quick?

BERNHARD LANGER:  You want the clubs?  Hybrid off the first, 9-iron to about nine 
feet.  Then 3-wood, good drive, good 3-wood, got hung up in the bank of the bunker, 
hit a brilliant pitch shot.  My feet were up here, the ball was down here on a severe 
slope and I pitched it to about two feet.  That might have been the best shot of the 
whole week.  

Then 4 was really good, nice drive, 8-iron, about a 15-foot putt.  And then 7, I always 
struggle with that one.  Oh, that was driver and then 6-iron to about six feet.  8 I told 
you about.  I told you about 10 was the 3-wood, 9-iron about 18 feet.  Then had a 
birdie chance on 11 which I didn't make.  12, I had a chance which I didn't make.  13, I 
hit a great 6-iron to about six feet, five feet, something like that.  14 was hybrid and 
8-iron to about 12 feet.  And 15 was 3-wood, pitching wedge to about 10 feet.

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Was there any point on the back nine that you thought, you know, 
I need to put a little pressure on Tom, that you missed a putt that was sort of key? 

BERNHARD LANGER:  No, you know, I wasn't really looking at the leaderboard until 
about the 13th green, I glanced at the leaderboard and I saw there was -- I was 9 at 
the time and he was 12.  So I knew I had to pretty much make four, five birdies coming 
in unless he messes up.  I did make a few birdies, but I guess he made some himself.

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Okay.  Well, thanks very much.

BERNHARD LANGER:  You're welcome.  
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