
                                 

INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  TOM LEHMAN 
Saturday, June 9, 2012

DAVE SENKO:  Well, Tom, 68 today and looks right now you're going to Sunday's final 
round with a two-shot lead.  Maybe just summarize your day a little bit.  It looks like 
three birdies, an eagle and the lone bogey was at No. 16.

TOM LEHMAN:  Yeah, it was a good day.  I got off to a real good start.  I played 
especially well the first -- I thought the first eight or nine holes.  Seems like I always 
kind of seem a little uncomfortable on some of those holes early in the back nine; 11, 12 
have always been a little bit awkward for me.  So I feel like if I could get through those 
holes, I feel pretty good about the rest of the way.  So I managed to kind of survive 
being 3-under on the front nine getting through 10, 11, 12, and I played really well 
coming in.  Got unlucky, I thought, to make a bogey.  It was a beautiful putt that missed; 
looked like it couldn't miss but did.  Same thing on 18.  All in all I'm very pleased with the 
day and couldn't be happier than where I'm at. 

DAVE SENKO:  Eagle, what was the shot sequence? 

TOM LEHMAN:  Hit a really good tee shot, hit a 6-iron 185 to the front edge, hit a 
beautiful 6-iron to maybe about eight feet right in the middle, really good putt.  Then the 
next birdie came on 9, the first cut of rough in the left, had a bit of -- wasn't totally 
blocked out, but I needed a hook and I over-hooked it and then holed the bunker shot.  
Really a very good bunker shot.  It wasn't that long, maybe 30 feet or so, but it was 
going right down the hill and so it was a good shot, but got lucky the pin got in the way 
and it went in.  Birdied on 14, good 3-wood and good sand wedge to about eight feet.  
Then 16, hit a 5-iron in the bunker, kind of a so-so bunker shot to about 12 feet, and hit 
a beautiful putt that, like I said, it looked like it couldn't miss but it did for a bogey.  And 
then 17, hit in the left rough, laid it up, sand wedge from 104 yards to about eight feet 
again, made a really good putt.  Then 18, I had a really good chance there as well, hit 
another beautiful putt that I thought couldn't miss but it did.

DAVE SENKO:  How far was the putt on 18? 

TOM LEHMAN:  It was about 15, 18 feet, something like that.

DAVE SENKO:  Questions, guys?

Q.  Tom, what is it about Shoal Creek that seems to appeal to you so well?  
Obviously you won in a playoff, and somewhat ironically I presume you'll be 
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playing with Peter Senior tomorrow, who you beat in a playoff.  There's some 
symmetry there, maybe a word or two about that. 

TOM LEHMAN:  Well, he obviously likes the course, too.  A lot of guys like the course.  I 
glanced at the leaderboard, looks like there's a lot of guys up there at 6, 7, 8, so having 
a two-shot lead is nice but there's lot of guys close.  

To me, this course demands a lot of concentration, really a lot of focus.  There's a lot of 
little nuances of the course that make you pay attention, and I think more than anything 
I think that's what I've done well here over the last two years, is I've had really good 
concentration.  I felt like I had a really good attitude and committed to the shots that I 
wanted to hit, and I feel like I've picked the right clubs off the tee to put my ball in the 
fairway.  To me, that's more of a course management and the mental side of golf than 
anything else.  And I think when you do feel like the course is such a challenge that it 
requires all your mental facilities, that sometimes good things happen.

Q.  Tom, I think last year you were coming into the final round two strokes back of 
Mark Calcavecchia.  Tomorrow you're two strokes up on everybody.  Does that 
change your approach to the final round?

TOM LEHMAN:  I don't think so.  I think the way I've been playing the course is the way 
I want to keep on playing the course.  The game plan that I've had is a good game plan 
and I should stick to it.  I'll do that and I'll take what I get.  There's a lot of good players 
who are close and it's a good golf course, but I'm in a good position.  If I go play my 
game and play the way I've been playing, you know, it's going to take a good round to 
catch me.  But likewise, if I don't, if I slip up some, there's a lot of guys close by.  Two 
shots is nice, but it's not over by any means, not even close.

DAVE SENKO:  Everyone okay?  Thank you, Tom.

TOM LEHMAN:  Thank you.  
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