
                                 

INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT: BILL GLASSON
Friday, June 8, 2012

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Billy, you follow up 66 with a 69 today, and right now you have a 
three-shot lead in the golf tournament.  Just maybe a few general thoughts about the 
round and then go through the birdies and the one bogey. 

BILL GLASSON:  Okay.  I think I actually played a little bit better today than yesterday, 
didn't miss any fairways, I don't believe, and kind of kept myself out of trouble for the 
most part.  Made one good save on the par 3 13 again.  Two days in a row I missed that 
green.  

But overall I didn't putt quite as well, I had some good looks and didn't make them.  I 
made a bogey on 16, I guess my first one of the tournament, so that was inevitable, so I 
thought I'd go ahead and get that out of the way.  So hit some good shots coming in, 
just didn't make any birdies coming in, but overall I thought I played as well today as 
yesterday.

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Birdies? 

BILL GLASSON:  Okay, I didn't make that many.  I birdied 2 again, hit driver, 7-iron to 
the back-left pin about eight feet.  No. 3, the par 5, I hit a driver, hybrid onto the green 
and two-putted from probably 30 feet.

And I guess I birdied 12 again, hit driver, 8-iron to about six feet.  Birdied, I guess, 14, 
driver, 50-degree wedge to probably 12 feet.  Then I had the one bogey on 16 where I 
hit it over the green.  The ball landed about pin high and released over the back.  Same 
thing happened on 13, the ball landed about pin high, so I guess that's kind of an 
indication of the greens firming up and the way it will play probably tomorrow for the 
most part, the ball's going to start releasing a little bit.  

So between yesterday and today, that was probably the biggest difference in the course 
as far as I was observing, is greens you can tell were starting to get firmer, especially 
around the edges where the growth isn't quite consistent through the green.  There's 
some spots that if you land the ball, it's not going to react, so a lot of that's kind of luck 
to some degree.  Just don't want to hit it in certain spots.  Not that we know where that 
is, but when we get up and look at it you say, oh, boy, that was a little thin right there 
and that's why it went over the green.  Again, I think flighting the ball's going to be 
important, controlling the spin, keeping it down out of the swirls.  We've got more swirls 
a little bit later today.  I got caught up in some swirls, which is common on this golf 
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course, but it's a big deal whether you catch it hopefully the way you think it is or if it 
changes on you.  

No. 8, a par 3, was tough today because, you know, it should have been one way and 
the wind was blowing the other way, and then it switched again.  You make a club 
mistake there and it could go anywhere; it could go long in the bunker, short in the 
water.  So there's a lot of that going on out there and I'm sure it will continue.

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Your par putt there on 16 was about how far? 

BILL GLASSON:  Oh, probably six, seven feet.  I hit a very poor putt, wasn't really sure 
on the line and just didn't hit a very good putt at all.

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Okay.  We'll open it up for questions, just wait for the mic.  John?

Q.  I guess it's kind of tongue-in-cheek when you say kind of glad to get the 
bogey over with.  Do you really have that mindset when everything's going so 
well, something's going to --

BILL GLASSON:  Yeah, that's kind of -- I made one decent putt for par earlier on 13 or 
whatever hole that is, 13, and up to then I really wasn't really challenged too much over 
the couple days, so it was -- you're going to make bogeys on this course.  I don't know, 
maybe somebody's gone two rounds without making one, but that's pretty impressive if 
they have.  Sometimes it frees you up a little bit also.  

I remember the first tournament I won in -- well, in 1985 at the Kemper, I bogeyed the 
17th hole.  Believe it or not, that put me one shot out of the lead or something.  The 
bogey actually allowed me to play 18 without puking all over myself, so it was actually a 
freeing experience, and I birdied 18 and actually won the tournament.  But if I -- I think 
if I hadn't bogeyed 17, you know, it's kind of weird, it's psychological, all that, it allowed 
me -- it freed me up to play and succeed in that particular instance.  

I made bogey on 15, I hit two good shots on 17 over the green where I kind of wanted to 
play, just caught a bad lie and didn't get it up and down.  Hit two good shots on 18, hit a 
9-iron right over the flag and kind of hit hard, you know, like it's going to start doing.  So 
again, you know, I felt like it was kind going to happen.  It was good, it kind of freed me 
up a little bit to start playing a little bit more aggressively.

Q.  When you talk about a four-round tournament and this just being Friday, do 
you pay attention at all to what guys are doing behind you, or are you kind of 
just -- especially on Friday, or are you just kind of worried about yourself and 
kind of stay there?

BILL GLASSON:  Quite honestly, I haven't even seen what anybody else is doing.  It's 
so early and it's so -- if you lose your focus on this course, you know, and start looking 
around and seeing where that guy drove it there, it would not be a good recipe for me.  
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So I really don't -- I couldn't tell you who is doing what, quite honestly.  I'm really 
working hard on trying to control what I'm doing and I'm working on some swing 
changes, so every swing, every shot is -- I'm not quite a Kevin Na yet, but taking it 
back, there's a lot of thoughts going on.  

But that being said, you know, I had some success at the Senior PGA, I played some 
decent rounds on the weekend, not so much last week, but I'm going in the right 
direction.  But I'm thinking a lot about what I'm doing, I don't have time to worry about 
anybody else.

Q.  That kind of brings up the next question.  Seems like it's been a while, there 
may have been times when you led after a couple rounds, but as far as I can tell 
it's been a while.  Is it a different feel?  Does it feel kind of strange at all even if 
you're not trying to focus on it?

BILL GLASSON:  It's always a strange feeling.  Like you said, it's been a while, but 
then again, I pretty much led for two days, so the more holes I play with the lead, the 
less uncomfortable theoretically it should be.  Since I played first last -- yesterday and I 
was 4-under, I figured I was pretty much on the leaderboard or top of it almost all day 
yesterday.  Then playing with the lead all day today, I just -- you know, whether it 
benefits me this week or down the road, I can't help but think the more holes I play with 
the lead, the more benefit I'm going to get out of it.  If it's not this week, then maybe next 
or the next, like you said, because I have not been there in so long.  But I didn't feel -- 
you know, the lead is not going to be what causes my demise or whatever.  It's going to 
be me or, you know, not trusting my swing.  So I have my own demons to overcome.  It 
just so happens that I played with the lead, but I really didn't feel like I needed -- I 
wasn't really doing anything other than trying to hit my shots, make my swing and get 
the ball in the hole and get them all behind me.  

I don't know if that answers your question, but I can't help but think every hole that I play 
with the lead is only going to help me, and I think I played pretty much 34 holes with the 
lead since I birdied No. 2.

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Anything else?  Billy, thank you very much.  Continued good luck.

BILL GLASSON:  Thank you.  
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