
                                 

INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  DAN FORSMAN
Thursday, June 7, 2012

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  66 and you're tied with Mr. Bill Glasson after round 1.  Just some 
thoughts about your round.  Very nice with four birdies in a row on the back side.  

DAN FORSMAN:  Yeah, I just said to the press guys out there on 18 when I came off 
the green, it felt as though it was a good day for scoring.  Light breezes, greens were 
fairly receptive and not as fast as they could be, so if you could hit the fairways, which I 
seemed to be doing all day, which is very key out there, it's a tough driving golf course, 
you have to put the ball in the fairway, and if you do, you can actually attack the 
flagsticks.  I was able to do that today.  Made some changes in my game, struggled a 
bit, missed the cut for the Senior PGA, disappointed, and I've been working on my 
swing pretty hard, on ball position, basic fundamentals.  The only thing that I (inaudible) 
was my putter, so working on my putter and it seemed to come together as well today.  

So a couple things that seemed to give me some confidence.  It's a game of confidence.  
You've got to have confidence on a course like this.  If you're not confident out here, 
you've got a long day ahead of you.  But I played solidly.  

On the first tee, for instance, 3-wood there, it was tight, first start of the day.  My son's 
caddying, and I said, give me the driver.  He said it's about time you stepped up, I'm not 
going to play the Mickey Mouse game.  Maybe a few times, but it worked in this case, 
bombed it down the middle and hit a wedge in there right of the flag and parred it.  That 
kind of just set the tone for my aggressive approach to the golf course today.  It seemed 
to be that way.  

One bogey came on the -- birdied the 4th hole.  I think I've bogeyed and doubled that 
hole in the history of this tournament last year, so the birdie there was huge.  But to turn 
around and bogey the next hole and give it back was pretty disappointing, but that's the 
nature of this golf course, it's really tricky.  But I birdied 7, 8 and then parred 9.  Had a 
good chance for birdie on 9 to shoot 2-under and that was a good start to the round.  I 
drove it perfect on 10, but missed the green with a wedge.  

One of the funny things about golf, golfers, I had stopped to go get a treat in the tent, 
and while doing so, I didn't know I put my glove in the back of my pocket.  I'm walking 
down the fairway, get to my ball and I'm going, Where's my glove?  That seems like 
trivial stuff, but to a player who's played nine holes at a course like this in a tournament 
like this, to put a new glove on at that point is a little bit like losing your favorite pen and 
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having to write a note and this doesn't feel right.  I'm blaming that second shot on that 
glove because I missed the green left, but I got up and down for par.  

I'll tell you this, the marshal came up and said, Did you lose a glove on the fairway back 
there?  I said, Oh, my gosh.  He said, I found a jewel that you lost.  So I put it back on 
and it was like oh, yeah, that's the feeling, and I went on and birdied the next four holes.  
So I guess the glove that I received from my walking scorer on the 11th is the reason I 
had those four birdies, so I have to say thank you to him.

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Can you give us details on the three birdies and bogey on the 
front and then the four on the back, and then any other good saves you had coming in?

DAN FORSMAN:  Yeah.  11, I laid up, it was 234 to the front of that green.  That's a 
tricky shot and it's early in the tournament and I looked to my caddie, my son, I said, 
What do you think?  He said, I think there's a lot of danger up there, it's into the wind.  
Plus, his memory's pretty sharp and two weeks ago at Harbor Shores up there at 
Benton Harbor I came off a couple low 3-woods that never got over the water, so I think 
he had that right, so that's why we laid up.  I hit a wedge, a 56-degree sand wedge 
about two feet away to make birdie there.

Then came back and drove it perfect on 12, which is absolutely central, you've got to 
drive the ball down that fairway.  I had good yardage, 7-iron to the hole about eight feet, 
10 feet, knocked that in to make two in a row.  

And now playing 14, which is one of the great par 3s ever, just a demanding mid-iron 
shot, downslope, virtually no room behind it for error, hit a 5-iron just sky high, went 
right down the flag and almost went in the hole, they said.  It went by about eight feet 
and made that.  

Then hit a really good 3-wood on 15 down there.  145, flushed the 8-iron, I hit it a foot 
from the hole, another eight-footer, made that.  At that point things were clicking pretty 
well.  The key to the end is you've got some pretty tricky closing holes, let's just keep 
the momentum going, and I was able to continually hit good shots.  

I lost a drive on 17 in the right-hand bunker.  That's easy to do on that hole.  You don't 
want to hit it left because if it goes up in the woods, you've got no angle to lay up with, 
so I wasn't disappointed about that.  

The only disappointment, on the last hole I hit a beautiful drive.  I didn't realize, I'm 
learning more about the subtleties of this golf course, the second shot, I'm over that 
shot, looking right down the water line and the pin's cut left, the bunker's yay deep, and 
it's -- virtually, you're looking right at the edge of the cliff there.  And on a downslope I 
hit the shot and it just shot right to the center of the green, stayed on the green, but 
what I realized looking back, it's a downslope pretty severe.  I didn't notice that.  When I 
was over the shot, it didn't feel quite right.  What it told me in the future, that second 
shot you've got to aim left because anytime you have a downslope, the ball goes right.  
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So again, these are the things that I need to pick up on, I need to plug into this memory 
bank and have that shot in that situation.  This is the essence of a championship course 
like Shoal Creek, the essence of a major championship where every shot is important, 
every detail, preparation to execute that shot is crucial.  This is what I I'm learning.

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Do you want to give us details on the three birdies and bogey on 
the front?  You mentioned them, but details meaning what you hit in and how long? 

DAN FORSMAN:  4, I hit a really good drive, 5-iron, just tried to scoot it to the front 
right -- mid right of the green and kind of came in low.  These greens today, some of 
them were firm.  They looked really receptive, but some bounced quite a ways.  I got a 
skip, and that was a case in point where it stayed up on top of the right side of the 
green.  But again, you're cliffhanging.  If that ball's a yard right, catches that ridge, goes 
all the way down, it's a very difficult pitch shot.  As it is, it skipped up and it stayed up, so 
I had a little bit of good fortune perhaps.  Birdied there, which was huge.

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  How long was the putt? 

DAN FORSMAN:  That was about 25 feet, I would say.  In the bunker on 5, right 
bunker, and splashed out about eight feet, missed that.  That was disappointing 
(inaudible.)

Then I birdied 7, which was huge.  Hit a beautiful drive.  Pin was back left.  And 7 was a 
hole where yesterday we were startled to death, a marshal got hit in the back of the 
head and I was on the green, so that hole for me, I will be forever reminded -- I hope 
she's okay.  I heard she is, but it was a devastating situation.  I'll never forget that 
experience.  To birdie that was like -- I asked the marshal, I said how's she's doing, 
they said (inaudible.)  Then Jerry Pate, of course, is right ahead of me, he came running 
down and put the ice bag.  Jerry was amazing.  He administered to her (inaudible.)  

So I birdied there.  I hit a 6-iron in there about two feet left of the hole.  The marshal 
said it was the best shot all day, and my playing partners had a lot of trouble left, missed 
it left and chipping, chipping again (inaudible) after being 2-under at the time, drove it 
right in the heart of the fairway.  I said go figure.  It's Jack's courses, right.  Perfect, 
down the middle, 8-iron in hand and (inaudible.)

So then birdied the par 3 with a 7-iron, that tough right pin.  My gosh, that looks like 
you're looking down there at a green that's made for a wedge and you have a 7-, 6-iron 
in your hand.  Hit it just left of the flag two or three feet and made that for birdie.  That 
was it.

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Before we go to questions, maybe a few details with how you got 
up and down with a new glove on the 10th hole.

DAN FORSMAN:  Well, fortunately, it was an uphill pitch shot.  The other thing that was 
good, actually what was really key, they checker-boarded the mowing on that left-hand 
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green, and in essence when you get into bermuda grass and you go in the grain versus 
down-grain, it's such a trick because you're in the grain, it's like twice as difficult a shot.  
When you're down-grain, the wedge bounces right through, no problem.  I'm going to 
my ball seeing light green, dark green, and fortunately my ball was on the dark green 
side, so that meant, when I got behind it, it was down grain.  So I was like, okay, huge 
break, and I got up and down.  On that hole (inaudible) triple bogey like three holes 
before, we're all on the fairway together (inaudible,) I miss the green left and then Allen 
gets up and just flags it, one, two, dunk.  He makes a 2.  Now I pitch up about three feet 
and then Pernice has got birdie (inaudible.)  Right in.  Now I've got this par putt through 
the cycle here, eagle, birdie, par.  I was a little nervous.  I walked off there, wow, that's 
pretty cool, eagle, birdie and par.

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Let's go to questions.  Raise your hand, Shanon's got the mic. 

Q.  By the time you teed off on 1, Glasson was done with his day shooting a good 
round.  Did you see that score, and if you did, did that kind of tell you that there 
were good scores out there today?

DAN FORSMAN:  I did see it on 15 green.  I birdied there.  I looked up and saw, wow, 
6-under, that's a good round.  Then wait a minute, I'm 6-under.  So if I can make 
another birdie, I could lead the tournament.  

So on this golf course and the way I was playing today, I can't look at the boards, I 
never do, I don't like to study them.  All it does for me is it just distorts my way to get my 
focus going.  I look at the trees and the beauty of the golf course.  

Now, come Sunday when it gets down on the back stretch, I need to know what's going 
on.  But no, to answer your question, no, until 15.  I thought wow.  He posted his, I had 
four holes remaining (inaudible.)

Q.  Talking about that round that he had, he was in here earlier and was telling us 
about his 25 surgeries that he's had.  For a game like this that is so hard to get 
any sort of consistency, he's always had to change his game around.  Can you 
even fathom what that must be like for him to be able to come out here and shoot 
a 66?

DAN FORSMAN:  You've got to hand it to him, that's a heck of a score.  That's a great 
round of golf, and given those circumstances you described, I think it's even more 
impressive.  Billy Glasson has always been an incredibly good player and I think his 
career was cut woefully short of what it could have been, should have been, because of 
those injuries.  He was a weight lifter early on, got physically fit.  How much -- you 
know, whether that was because -- he went that way because of the injuries or he got 
injured because he was so strong and so tight, I don't know the facts.  I know he's -- 
he's a training guy, he likes to fly airplanes, he has a lot of other interests, so he's a 
cerebral guy.  Clearly it's not a surprise that he shot 6-under, he's very capable.  He's 
got his son on the bag as well, Max, who's a good player, and sort of a tandem kind 
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of -- re-boosting and motivating himself to go play well again.  I'm sure it's in his heart.  
So I tip my cap to his round, as I know he did to me today, because 6-under's a great 
score out there.  Four days of walking, humid, it's going to be a little bit of a marathon, 
but I'm sure he's up to the task.  As I said, the guys out there on 18, you're playing well 
-- they asked me, too, Do you have aches and pains like Billy Glasson?  I said, Yeah, I 
do, but when you're making six birdies, playing good golf and your confidence is going, 
your focus is there (inaudible.)

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  All done?
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