
                                 

INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  TOM LEHMAN
Wednesday, June 6, 2012

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Tom, we'll go ahead and start.  Just a couple thoughts about 
coming back to defend your title.  You were here for media day recently, but I think you 
had a chance to go around the course and see how it's going to play.  Obviously we're a 
month later than last year's tournament.  Everybody said it's in really fine shape.  Just a 
few thoughts about the course.  You come off a tied-for-4th finish last week at Des 
Moines, so talk about your game.

TOM LEHMAN:  It is good to be back.  The course is fantastic, a lot of grass, it's 
manicured beautifully.  I went out late yesterday because I wanted to try to avoid playing 
in the morning, for example, when the course was softer due to the rain.  The ball's 
going to be bouncing some, it's going to be rolling some.  The greens should be perfect.  
There's a little bit more rough this year, although it's not ridiculous, but there is a penalty 
for hitting it in the rough.  It should be another great championship. 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  How about defending your title, any title, but this one being a 
major championship? 

TOM LEHMAN:  I tend to not think too much about that.  I've always said that there's 
certain places that you really enjoy playing and typically play well year after year.  
Having had one year of experience here, which was a very good experience, there's no 
guarantee of success again this year, but I tend to not get too concerned with being 
defending champion.  Just because I won last year, there's no certainty that I will again 
this year.  With that said, my game is in good shape.  I've been playing pretty well the 
last month and a half or so and I feel pretty good. 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  We'll just open it up for questions.  Please wait for the 
microphone.  Go ahead. 

TOM LEHMAN:  Take your turn.

Q.  You mentioned just a second ago about you've been playing better lately.  I 
can only go basically off of what I see from scores, but what happened early in 
the year and what has happened in the last two, three, four tournaments where 
it's obvious you are putting up better scores?

TOM LEHMAN:  I started the year off, I don't know that I was really ready to play at the 
start of the season.  Like I said before, I really played until the middle of December last 
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year.  I played all the Schwab Cup and then I played the off-season, didn't really get 
any time off until about the 18th of December.  So when the season rolled around in 
early January, I was still worn out and wasn't -- mentally wasn't ready to kind of go 
back out and get after that grind again.  So it took a couple months to kind of get 
regrouped and feel reenergized.  

I played 29 events last year, which is way more than I ever played any time, any 
season, PGA TOUR, Champions Tour, whatever, so I was pretty beat up, pretty tired 
and ready for a break, and I really didn't get one.  So I think about the start of the 
season, that's what I feel.

Q.  Did you play that many last year just because you're playing well and you just 
wanted to keep it going?

TOM LEHMAN:  It felt like I had to play.  I took the Schwab Cup lead the second week 
and had all these great players chasing the whole season, playing very well and 
consistently well, and really felt the need to have to play.  I didn't feel like there was any 
opportunity to take a week off because there's just too many guys playing too well.

Q.  Obviously mentally that is a big part of the game.  Is there anything, though, 
the last month or so, the last few tournaments, just physically on the course, 
what are you doing better?

TOM LEHMAN:  I think it's all mental, completely.  There's something about leading 
something for a long time.  When you're on top of the pack from the second week, over 
the next eight, nine months being on top and leading and have people kind of charging 
at you, to me that was the issue.  It was way more tiring mentally than any season I can 
remember for a long time. 

Q.  Speaking from a mental aspect, coming to a course like you said that you won 
here just last year, what is the mental aspect of that?  It's got to be a good thing.  
Then the opposite, I guess, maybe the people will be aiming at you a little more 
this week?

TOM LEHMAN:  I don't know that guys aim at me.  I think everybody has an idea of 
what they're capable of.  So when I come to a course like this that I know, I know how I 
feel on the course, I know what I'm capable of.  I've had experience and success on the 
course.  I think I really gained a knowledge of how to play the course last year.  So 
there's a lot of kind of feeding off of those positive thoughts going into this tournament.  

With that said, you have to hit the shots.  There's a lot of tough shots out there.  You 
have to be on top of your game and you have to put the ball where you want to and you 
have to make some putts.  That's the part you don't know until the bell rings.

Q.  Last thing I want to ask just about the course itself.  I know we all in this area 
got a lot of rain for a few days there, but we are going to have highs probably 
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hitting in the 90s as the week goes on.  How much is that course going to change 
from that rain early in the week to pretty hot temperatures? 

TOM LEHMAN:  Well, the course will dry out, which again is why I didn't play until later 
yesterday.  In fact, I didn't play much at all, but I walked the entire course.  I didn't do it 
for that reason.  I didn't want to play a course that would still be soft and get out there on 
Thursday and have the course be firm.  It didn't make much sense to play when the 
conditions are going to change a lot.  I spent a lot of time around the greens putting 
yesterday, reacquainting myself with the slopes and the shots into the greens, because I 
do expect the course to firm up. 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Okay.  I think we're all done.  Thanks, Tom.  Good luck this week.  
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