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Wednesday, June 6, 2012

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  We've got Roger Chapman joining us in the interview room this 
afternoon.  Roger, a few weeks ago you had the biggest win of your career at the Senior 
PGA Championship in Benton Harbor, Michigan.  You went and played on the European 
Seniors in Spain the week after that.  So you're still riding a high, but maybe talk about 
coming to Birmingham to play in the Champions Tour second major of the year at the 
Regions Tradition. 

ROGER CHAPMAN:  I'm obviously very pleased and honored to be now a member of 
the Champions Tour.  Last year I got a card at number 6 and played sporadically, 
Monday qualifying and getting in the last minute.  But now I can plan and choose my 
tournaments for 12 months on the Champions Tour, and I'm very, very happy to be 
doing that.  

Just got into Shoal Creek last night.  A few transatlantic flights, so I'm a bit tired, but it's 
great to be here.  The whole place looks absolutely fantastic.  It looks like a great 
atmosphere and everybody's buzzing about the tournament.  And what sort of thrilled 
me most are the players that have come up to me and said, Well played.  That's been 
pretty cool. 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Maybe sort of give us a little bit of what you've been doing since 
the win.  You raced to get to Chicago to get back home.  Did you get a lot of cell phone 
messages and texts when you got back to England, or what was that like? 

ROGER CHAPMAN:  It's been unbelievable.  We did all the media stuff at Harbor 
Shores and I missed my flight from South Bend.  I got a police escort up the highway 
with three outriders, which was very cool, but they left me at the county line.  Then a 
courtesy car with a police driver got me to Chicago.  

I missed my BA flight by about 15, 20 minutes so they put me on an American Airlines 
flight, which was about an hour later, so it wasn't too bad.  I tried to get some sleep, took 
a couple Advil and had a beer or two, but I was buzzing.  I couldn't sleep at all.  Kept 
walking up and down the aisle.  I just was fidgety, I was too hyper, and I just wanted to 
see the family.  I knew they were going to meet me at the airport with flags and balloons 
and everything.  It's been brilliant.  
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Then on Monday night somebody organized, the local pub I go down to, they said come 
down for a drink, so I went down there and there was balloons and party poppers and 
lots of beer. 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  So then you had to regroup and play another event in Spain, 
correct? 

ROGER CHAPMAN:  Yes.  It was much to everybody's surprise that I decided to go to 
play in Spain, but I felt that the European Tour and the European Senior Tour have 
looked after me so well over the 25, 30 years I've been a member, I just felt that it was 
good for the tournament and good for the European Senior Tour that I did go.  Also, I got 
all the congratulatory stuff and everything out of the way, so then I could concentrate on 
some golf.  

Again, all the players were absolutely delighted for me and it was quite hard work trying 
to get up for it, but managed to shoot -- I think I shot 71, 67, 70, so I wasn't too bad.  

Then I got home late Sunday night, spent most of the day sort of just chilling out on 
Monday.  And then I was supposed to go to a Coldplay concert on Monday night but I 
didn't make it, I was so tired, so I gave the tickets to my youngest son, so he was happy 
with that.  Then I had a 9:30 flight from Heathrow to Dallas, then up to Birmingham.  We 
say Birmingham. 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Do you have any thoughts about Shoal Creek at all?  You haven't 
played here, but have you been out or do you remember anything from television or 
anything?

ROGER CHAPMAN:  No.  I think there was a couple PGAs here that I've seen on TV.  
Then I watched the tournament last year here.  I think it was slightly earlier, wasn't it? 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Yeah, a month earlier.

ROGER CHAPMAN:  Yeah.  Hopefully I think all the players are saying that that extra 
month has given it a little bit more time to get the grass back and everything.  From 
what I've seen, it looks fantastic. 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Okay.  We'll just go to questions here.  John, you've got the mic. 

Q.  Do you get recognized more?  Has it been different in that, do people know 
who you are now?

ROGER CHAPMAN:  I'm not quite sure actually.  I know that in Spain a lot of people, 
you know, the spectators were coming up, but I think in Europe they sort of know me a 
bit more over there.  It will be interesting to see what sort of reaction I get from the 
American crowds.  A lot of people have already come up to me and said, you know, well 
done and et cetera, for a couple weeks ago, so I guess I'm getting a little bit more 
recognized now.
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Q.  Is there any more pressure, second -- you've been doing this a long time, 
maybe not.  Is there any more different feeling going into this tournament?

ROGER CHAPMAN:  Yeah, I think you're under a little bit of pressure.  You want to 
obviously do well again.  It's going to be interesting how I handle it.  At Benton Harbor, I 
was just in this little cocoon for four days.  If you could bottle that up and sell it, you 
would be a wealthy man.  Everything felt so good.  But yeah, there is a little bit more 
added pressure to perform well and just prove that hopefully it wasn't a one-hit wonder.

Q.  How does it feel to have that fully exempt status?

ROGER CHAPMAN:  Absolutely brilliant.  As I said, I got a sixth card in the 2010 
school, so I was -- you didn't know whether you were Monday qualifying.  If you did 
Monday qualify and you missed out, then you had to hang around if you were third or 
fourth alternate or something.  So it was very hard to certainly for the traveling.  My wife 
and I, she did all the -- I think if she hadn't done all the travel arrangements, then I 
would have probably gone home because it would have been just so difficult just on 
your own to do it, travel, sort everything out, hotels, et cetera, rental cars.  But my 
secretary's coming back out in Montreal, so I'm looking forward to that. 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Anything else for Roger?  Roger, good luck this week.  Thanks for 
joining us.

ROGER CHAPMAN:  Thank you.  
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