
  

      
  

INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  MORGAN PRESSEL
Saturday, May 19, 2012

MODERATOR:  All right.  I'd like to welcome Morgan Pressel into the interview room.  
Long day today, playing 36 holes.  Can you take me through your round and how you're 
feeling about it? 

MORGAN PRESSEL:  Yeah, it was definitely a long day.  Towards the back nine of the 
second match, I definitely got a little bit tired and, you know, four holes off this afternoon 
after going one extra this morning is probably a nice break heading into tomorrow 
because tomorrow will be another long day.  I played very well today.  I played -- I 
struggled the front nine this morning and played really well on the back nine to come 
back and win that match.  And then this afternoon I got up early without really having my 
best stuff and made some birdies coming in at the end of the match to close it out.  So 
I'm pleased with my performance, and a few more birdies tomorrow and it should be a 
fun time.

MODERATOR:  You only lost one hole this round, and went 5 & 4.  That's got to feel 
pretty good.

MORGAN PRESSEL:  It does.  It was the first time that I don't think I was down in a 
match as I lost the first hole the first three matches, so that was a nice change.  And, 
you know, I got up early and Anna didn't play her best and I took advantage of it.  That's 
kind of what match play's all about, and capitalizing on your opponent's mistakes, and I 
was able to do that today and I didn't really make any mistakes that she could really 
capitalize on.

MODERATOR:  It rained earlier this week, and now we couldn't have asked for better 
weather.  Can you tell me about the conditions on the course and how well the course is 
playing?

MORGAN PRESSEL:  Yeah, the course looks spectacular.  The grounds crew here has  
done a really tremendous job.  On Tuesday I was out hitting golf balls out of casual 
water on the golf course, and they really, I mean, the greens are superb.  The fairways 
are finally running a little bit, so the course is playing a little bit shorter and it looks great.  
It looks like we'll have one more great day of weather.  I think that might be the first time 
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of the history of this tournament that we've had five spectacular days like we've had, so 
it's a nice change.

MODERATOR:  Any questions for Morgan? 

Q.  (inaudible) it's time for me to win again, it's been a while, and there were 
expectations when you first won the Kraft obviously?

MORGAN PRESSEL:  Yeah, I think that I definitely want to win again and I'll have a 
chance tomorrow.  No matter what happens, I think that I -- this is the best I've played 
in a long time, and from Japan two weeks ago to this week, I finally feel comfortable 
with my game again to a point where I haven't been in a while.  I'm going to give it 
everything that I have tomorrow, but I just have a lot of confidence going into the, really 
the heart of the season.

Q.  I was going to follow up on that.  I think your highest finish this year -- I don't 
want to say 20th but it seems like that's where it was?

MORGAN PRESSEL:  Thanks.  We're already past that then.

Q.  What changed in the last two weeks to make you feel more comfortable?

MORGAN PRESSEL:  You know, I made a coaching change and I'm now working full 
time with Ron Stockton on everything, and he's really simplified my golf swing for me 
and we've been working a lot on tempo and it's really gotten me into a much better 
place.

This year I put in a new putter, a new Odyssey Metal-X insert that I really feel is just so 
consistent, and I've been putting, I think, pretty well all year.  My ball striking just hasn't 
really been there and now finally my ball striking is coming around and I'm making some 
clutch putts.

Q.  Morgan, you seem to be driving the ball a good distance, outdriving Nordqvist 
by a good bit on many few holes.  Have you picked up some distance working 
with Ron?

MORGAN PRESSEL:  Definitely, I definitely picked up a little bit of distance, which has 
been a blessing and a curse.  Not only are my drives going further, but my shots going 
into the green are going a little bit further and it's been a little bit difficult at times to 
judge my distance control and to trust it.  I think I'm getting a little bit better with that now 
that it's been a couple months of hitting the ball a little bit further. 

And I also have a trainer that's out on Tour with me full time this year and that's new, 
and it's been really helpful so it's been keeping me on track with my workouts and I think 
I've gotten quite a bit stronger as well.
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Q.  When you've got a long day and another long day, when you see the potential 
match that you can end right away early, do you start putting the pedal to the 
metal and let's just get this done with? 

MORGAN PRESSEL:  I don't think that my attitude is thinking about the long day, but is 
really just not wanting to give my opponent any chances.  So in order to not give your 
opponent any chances, the best thing that you can do is keep making birdies.

Q.  You stuffed one in there on 16 when you were 2-down in the morning match.  
Just talk about that hole and your attitude going in there.  You thought you really 
needed to win that one? 

MORGAN PRESSEL:  Of course I needed to win that hole.  It wasn't do or die at that 
point, but I had an opportunity to lose the match on that hole if I lost the hole, and so I 
knew I had to hit a good shot and I did, especially after Na Yeon hit probably one of her 
only poor shots of the day into the bunker.  But she hit a great bunker shot and I knew I 
really needed to make that putt.  

I think the bigger hole was the next hole where it looked like I was going to lose the 
match with as close as she hit it and I was 15 feet and that was a huge putt, and then 
she gave me a little gift and I took it to the 18th tee.

Q.  I'm not actually sure of my facts, but would it be a little bizarre to win this 
tournament when wasn't Andy the guy who used to run this event?

MORGAN PRESSEL:  He still does, yes.

Q.  He still does?

MORGAN PRESSEL:  Yes.  I don't know about this.  I have a nice cheering squad here, 
Adam right behind you.

Q.  Did you feel like the cliche prodigy after you won Kraft, and if you did, is that a 
hard label to carry with you going forward, you know, the young American 
prodigy that everybody --  

MORGAN PRESSEL:  You're determined to get this answer, aren't you?

Q.  No, I'm just asking the same question another way. 

MORGAN PRESSEL:  It's not even about that, it's about myself and wanting to play 
well.  Certainly people put expectations on me.  The media, the fans, my sponsors, 
everybody wants me to play well, too.  Having won Kraft so young, I'm never going to 
say it was a bad thing.  I mean, I'm a major champion, the youngest in LPGA history.  I 
probably more than anybody else put extra pressure on myself to really be a world 
beater, and I don't think that I was quite ready for that and I don't think I was quite 
mature enough for that.  So I've come a long way and it's been, what, five years since 
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the Kraft, six years?  Hold on.  Five years and a lot has changed in five years, and yet 
here I am still playing golf.

Q.  Looking at the scoreboard, what can you tell us about Aza? 

MORGAN PRESSEL:  Aza's A very good friend and a great player.  I think if you look at 
her recent results, she's playing pretty darn good.  And I'm just like -- just about every 
other match I've had this week, I know that tomorrow -- I think, is she winning?  Okay.  
I mean, it's going to be a tough match.  I played the No. 2 player in the world this 
morning, Inbee yesterday and Anna this afternoon.  And all three, I mean, were very 
tough matches.  This afternoon, a little bit easier than the first two, but -- or the other 
two, but you know, I'm just going to have to come out and really play well.  

This afternoon I had a little bit of a break and didn't need to make quite as many birdies, 
but tomorrow I'm going to need to make the birdies again because I'm sure Aza's going 
to come out and come out strong, playing well.

MODERATOR:  Thanks, Morgan.

MORGAN PRESSEL:  Thank you.  
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