
  

      
  

INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  STACY LEWIS
Friday, May 18, 2012

MODERATOR:  I would like to welcome Stacy Lewis into the interview room.  Stacy, 
thanks for coming in.  Pretty commanding victory today over Sandra Gal.  Can you just 
take me through the day? 

STACY LEWIS:  Yeah, I mean, I knew with Sandra, you never really know what she's 
going to do, and she's capable of making a lot of birdies, so I knew I needed to play 
well.  And I actually birdied the first three holes and then won the 4th hole with bogey, so 
I was 4-up through 4 and I was kind of on cruise control.  Then made the turn and 
made a bogey and kind of gave her a couple shots, but made two good birdies on 13 
and 14 and that kind of closed things out.

MODERATOR:  There were a lot of upsets yesterday, proving that match play is kind of 
anyone's game to win.  How do you approach match play as opposed to stroke play?

STACY LEWIS:  Well, match play's completely different.  You have to just -- you have 
to get out there and take every match for what it is.  You can't think about the last match 
on Sunday and winning the whole thing and doing all that.  As soon as you start thinking 
about the next match, I think you get in trouble.  

So, for me, it's just looking at my tee time.  The first time I looked at the bracket was, I 
think, Thursday morning right before I played.  So I haven't really looked at who I can 
play down the road, but it's more what's my tee time the next day.

MODERATOR:  Any questions for Stacy?

Q.  Obviously when Suzann loses yesterday, your bracket opens up.  I know you 
said you don't look at it, but do you realize it's there?

STACY LEWIS:  Yeah, I did look at my bracket more since then, but I think, I mean, 
even my next match, I'll either from Jessica Korda or I think Sun Young.  Sun Young's 
having a great year.  She's playing really well.  
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I don't think Suzann losing really opens things up for me.  I think I've got a lot of tough 
matches still ahead of me, and there were a lot of upsets yesterday, so it just shows 
what match play is.  Anything could happen on any given day.

Q.  Can you tell us a little bit about the birdies at the start, describe the first three 
holes for us?

STACY LEWIS:  Yep.  The first hole I had 8-iron and hit it to about four feet and made 
that for birdie.

And the second hole Sandra and I had about the same length for birdie, and she missed 
and I made.  It was probably 10, 12 feet.  And then on the par three, I made -- probably 
30, 35 feet, I made a putt just dead straight, went right in the center.  And then I 
made -- then we halved -- we halved 5 with birdies, Sandra hit it on the green in two, 
missed her eagle putt, and I got up and down for birdie.  Obviously that kind of put some 
pressure on her to hit some good shots.  Her game came around; kind of middle of the 
round she started to play really well, so I had to kind of get back on the horse a little bit.

Q.  Because it's been so wet this week and the end of last week, has that changed 
the way the course is playing?  Is it playing longer than it normally would?

STACY LEWIS:  I think every time I've played here, it's played long and wet.  I don't 
think I've ever played it when it's running out, so I don't really know any different.  There 
are some holes that you can have wedges into, but you have 5- and 6-irons all day.  
It's just the way this course plays when it's wet, but it's nice, though, because they're 
just hitting on the green and stopping.

Q.  I know you won two weeks ago at Mobile.  I assume your game is really good 
at this point, but I mean, when people think of American golfers, I think everybody 
kind of says Kerr and Creamer and Lincicome.  Do you want to sit there and say, 
hey, I'm as good and I want to be that No. 1 player?

STACY LEWIS:  That's the reason I go out and play every day.  I think I've probably 
been playing as good, if not better, than a lot of the American players and I haven't got 
noticed yet, and that's what drives me every day to go out and get better and to keep 
playing and to keep winning matches.  I think if you're up on that leaderboard enough 
and you win enough golf tournaments, people will start to take notice.  I haven't been 
noticed, but it's driving me every day.

Q.  Is there a mental or physical change you have to make between tonight and 
tomorrow considering you're going to be playing potentially 36 tomorrow, 
potentially 36 on Sunday after playing 18 and 18?

STACY LEWIS:  Mentally, it's really not different.  You still have to kind of stay with the 
match at hand.  Physically, tonight I'm going to get back and rest.  I've done that the last 
two nights just to kind of save your energy, don't practice a whole lot, get your work 
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done and get out.  36 holes, especially on this wet golf course, is going to be a really 
long day, but I'm looking forward to it.

Q.  You mentioned wanting to play well, wanting to be noticed.  The better you 
play, the more you're noticed, there's more outside demands on your time, things 
of that nature.  That's part of the deal.  Are you comfortable with that?  Do you 
want that?  Do you welcome that?  What's your take on that part of it?

STACY LEWIS:  Yeah, that's what I found over the last year, the better you play, the 
more you have to kind of give your time to other people.  So you have to manage that, 
manage -- put a limit on what things you do that you are doing.  

But I don't know, I welcome it.  I think if people are asking you to do interviews or speak 
to a group of people or whatever it may be, I think that's a good reason, you're doing 
something right.  I want the pressure on me, I want people to think of me as a good 
golfer because that's what I think of myself, and so I want the pressure and I want -- I 
don't know, in the end I want to be the best American player and then get -- then get 
No. 1 in the world, too.  So that's -- I don't know, that's what I work hard for and it's 
what -- when I sit out there and beat balls every day, that's what I'm thinking about.

Q.  As you kind of break into that upper tier, is there someone on Tour that you've 
kind of picked their brain a little bit on how to balance everything, how to make it 
all work?

STACY LEWIS:  I wouldn't say it's one player in particular.  I've gotten to know Meg 
Mallon pretty well, our Solheim Cup captain, and all last year she's telling me -- in the 
middle of the summer, after I won the Kraft, I was kind of on a high and I had a lot of 
obligations and I was doing everything, and she's like, "You need to slow down, you 
need to quit doing so much."  And I didn't listen to her and I was exhausted at the end of 
the year.  She's actually really helped me a lot just on managing my emotions on the 
golf course, managing your energy level and how to become the best player in the 
world.  For me, a lot of it was, it was mental and how I react to golf shots and getting 
mad and getting upset.  It's something I've really worked on.

Q.  Stacy, how did your experience in the Solheim Cup also help you in this type 
of event?  I know it's more of an emotional type of tournament, but just talk about 
that mentality. 

STACY LEWIS:  Right, for sure.  I would say Solheim, there's so many more emotions 
to it, but you definitely -- you get the ebbs and flow of match play.  And I was really 
hard on myself at Solheim because I wasn't playing as well as I would have liked so I 
was hard on myself and I learned a lot from that.  The person you're playing is going to 
make great shots, they're going to make putts, it's going to happen.  All you can control 
is what you're doing, and that's what I've been trying to do this week.

MODERATOR:  Any other questions?  All right.  Thank you, Stacy.
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