
  

                                         
  

INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  JODI EWART
Thursday, May 17, 2012

MODERATOR:  All right.  I'd like to welcome Jodi Ewart into the interview room.  Jodi, 
great win, knocked off defending champion Suzann Pettersen.  Can you just tell me a 
little bit how you feel? 

JODI EWART:  I mean, I feel great.  I started off really slow, I was 2-down after 2, so I 
didn't get off to the greatest of starts.  But then when we both parred No. 3, it settled me 
down a little bit, and then I birdied 4.  So I just hit the ball really good with my irons and 
off the tee as well, so I'm just really happy with my game right now and I'm really excited 
to play tomorrow.

MODERATOR:  Match play is a completely different dynamic than stroke play.  Do you 
have any specific game plan going into match play? 

JODI EWART:  I try and focus on my own game.  If you get caught up in the other 
person's game, that's why they usually have you under control.  So that's what I tried to 
do today, go out and focus on every shot at a time.  But match play is such a different 
game than stroke play.  That's the beauty of it, anything can happen.

MODERATOR:  You started out on your professional golf career on the Symetra Tour.  
Can you just tell me how big a part that played in your game and developing as a 
professional golfer? 

JODI EWART:  Oh, yeah definitely.  To play one and a half years on the Symetra Tour, 
obviously I would have liked to have come straight out here from college, but I really 
think it helped me develop as a professional.  You know, it taught me a lot about myself 
and a lot about my golf game and where I needed to improve.  So yeah, it's a big part of 
where I am right now.

MODERATOR:  All right.  I know you're getting married soon.

JODI EWART:  Yeah.

MODERATOR:  Is wedding planning kind of taking up a lot of your time.
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JODI EWART:  No, actually my fiance has done most of the planning because I'm not 
really at home that much.  We're slowly getting there.  It's in January, so we've got pretty 
much most of the major things organized.  It can be a little bit stressful at times.

MODERATOR:  Any questions?

Q.  Can you talk about the birdies?  I think it was 4, 5, 12, 13, 16 and 17?

JODI EWART:  Yeah, I mean, 4, I holed a pretty long putt for birdie.  I actually -- 
Suzann was on a similar line to me, so I read the putt quite well from hers.  Then on 5 I 
stuck it pretty close, maybe six or seven feet.  I only just dropped, I forget, where was 
my other one, middle of the round?  12 -- I can't remember this course very well, I've 
only played it a couple times.  Yeah, well, 12 I didn't have to putt, she conceded the hole 
to me.  At 13 I had a really great shot, maybe 15 feet past the hole and it spun down to 
like less than a foot.  And then 16 I just -- I played really aggressive and hit it three feet 
maybe and holed a good putt there, too.

Q.  Can you talk about she narrowed the deficit to one down, I think, going to 16?   

JODI EWART:  Yeah, I holed a really good par putt on 15.  I think if I missed that, it 
would have been a little bit of a different story, so it was really a clutch putt.  And that pin 
position was really attackable and I just decided to go with an easy 8-iron and fire 
straight at it.

Q.  (Inaudible) 

JODI EWART:  About 10 feet.

Q.  What were your thoughts even before the match going up against the 
player -- the No. 3 seed and the defending champion.  What was just your mental 
approach going into the match?

JODI EWART:  Well, I mean, on paper I'm not supposed to win at all, so there's no 
pressure on me.  I just went out there and played really fearless golf because I was 
attacking pins.  With match play, you really have to concentrate on your own game and 
try not to get caught up in what your opponent's doing.  I didn't really watch what she 
was doing that much.  I didn't watch where she hit a tee shot and where she hit her 
approach shot, so I just tried to limit the pressure on myself and tried not to put too 
much pressure on myself.

Q.  Was there a point in the match where obviously you're up and it's hard not to 
get ahead of yourself and say, "I'm winning here," and try to stay within yourself?

JODI EWART:  Definitely.  Like around 14 and 15, you know, I think I was up 2 going 
down 4 and I did start to get a little bit ahead of myself and I 3-putted 14.  So I just told 
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myself, get some good deep breaths in and just focus on the next hole and each shot at 
a time.

Q.  You were down -- you dropped the first two holes.  What was your mindset at 
that point?  I mean, you come in as a big underdog and all of a sudden you're 
down?

JODI EWART:  Right.  I wanted to get off to a really good start and that didn't really 
happen that well.  Yeah, after 2 I was like, I am going to get absolutely thrashed.  So 
then when we both parred No. 3, it just really calmed me down, and obviously on No. 4 I 
holed that really good birdie putt, and after that I was just really steady and I managed 
to just focus on myself and really concentrate on my own game.

Q.  What did you hit into 16, what club?

JODI EWART:  An easy 8.

Q.  Was that inside two feet?

JODI EWART:  It was like three feet.

Q.  You mentioned that you didn't feel any pressure going into today.  Do you like 
that?  When you saw who you drew, did you like that, I don't really have to think, I 
can just go out and play?

JODI EWART:  Right.  I didn't feel any pressure apart from the pressure I put on myself.  
I was really excited to be able to prove myself as a golfer, you know, taking the world 
No. 3 on.  This was my opportunity to show people what I can do and what my golf 
game is like.  So yeah, I was so excited to play today.

Q.  Jodi, would you say this is the biggest win of your career, and where does it 
rank in terms of satisfying moments?  I know it's just the first round.

JODI EWART:  Yeah.  I played a lot of match play in my time, a lot of -- you know, in 
Europe we played a lot of match play as amateurs and I've won big games, big 
matches; I've lost matches.  But this is probably the biggest match play match that I've 
ever won.  Obviously, you know, I'm playing world No. 3 and it was probably the most 
mentally draining match I've ever gone through.  You have to focus every second.  Even 
when you're walking down the fairway, you really have to be focused.  I mean, getting to 
the LPGA through Q School, that was a pretty big moment, but this definitely ranks up 
there.

Q.  How do you think that previous match play experience kind of prepared you 
for this moment also?
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JODI EWART:  Definitely.  I know Suzann, she's from Norway, so she's played a lot of 
match play as well, and obviously she won last year.  It definitely -- I haven't played 
match play in a pretty long time, probably since the U.S. Am back in 2009, so I was a 
little bit nervous coming into this, but I love match play.  It's just a great game.

Q.  She conceded at 17.  What were your emotions when you kind of finally 
realized that it was over?

JODI EWART:  I was kind of surprised that she conceded that putt just because I had 
3-putted on 14 and then almost 3-putted on 15, so I was a little bit shocked.  But I was 
just like, oh, I can stop thinking now.  Mentally, I just felt like I was just really happy.

Q.  This is going to sound odd, but when you are the 62nd seed, what are your 
plans for the week?  I know everybody wants to win, but do you kind of have a 
realistic expectation how things are supposed to go?  I mean, do you pack for the 
whole week? 

JODI EWART:  Yeah, with match play you have to take each match at a time.  It's not 
like stroke play where you can plan for the whole week, at least the first two rounds.  I 
was just focused on this one game.  It's going to be the toughest game, especially since 
she's defending champion, so all I've been focused on is today.

MODERATOR:  Any other questions?  All right.  Thank you, Jodi. 
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