
  

                                         
  

INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT: SUZANN PETTERSEN & CRISTIE KERR
Wednesday, May 16, 2012

MODERATOR:  We have a different twist on the pretournament press conference.  We 
have defending champion, Suzann Pettersen, and Cristie Kerr.

To start things out, Suzann, can you tell me one thing that people do not know about 
Cristie? 

CRISTIE KERR:  About me? 

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  She's a workout alcoholic.

CRISTIE KERR:  A what? 

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  A workout alcoholic. 

CRISTIE KERR:  Actually, I think that's called winemaker. 

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  She was busting in the gym yesterday.  That's why she's going 
to hit it a mile this week. 

CRISTIE KERR:  You mean a workout-aholic, not a workout alcoholic. 

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  That's what I meant.  I didn't mean to mess that up. 

MODERATOR:  All right.  Cristie, same question for you.  What is one thing that people 
don't know about Suzann? 

CRISTIE KERR:  I think she likes her cars.  She's got a lot of nice cars and she likes to 
drive fast.  And what kind of cars do you have?

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  Doesn't matter, I never make the line behind me.

MODERATOR:  All right.  Back to golf.  You both are known as fierce competitors in the 
U.S. and European.  How did you get that?  How did you get that name for yourself? 
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SUZANN PETTERSEN:  Well, I don't know.  I grew up with two older brothers.  For my 
own part, I had to fight for every right when I was younger.  In the hospital every day just 
getting beat up by my brothers and fight for my spot, and I think that's a part of who I am 
today and obviously loving sports, love to compete.  I hate to lose, if it's playing sports 
or playing cards, it's one thing I really hate.  So whatever it takes usually, and I think 
that's kind of who I am today.

CRISTIE KERR:  I think I get mine from my parents.  My father was a competitive 
baseball player, my mother was a competitive swimmer, so I think I've always had a 
very competitive sport-oriented family, so that's kind of where I get mine from.

MODERATOR:  All right.  Nobody really wants to see either one of you in match play.  
Why do you think that's true?

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  Because we're that good, I don't know.  I guess we both have 
pretty good match play records, but I guess it doesn't really -- like I said earlier this 
week, it doesn't really matter who you play in the match play, you have to bring your A 
game and you can't take anything for granted.  If you're playing Cristie or you're playing 
whoever else it might be, you just got to bring it on and take on every shot and try to win 
as many holes as you can early on.

CRISTIE KERR:  Yeah, that's definitely the exciting factor of match play, you never 
know what's going to happen.  There are a lot of upsets.  People who you think should 
make it to the semis and finals, they don't, and some years they do.  You just never 
know.  

I think as good players we bring out the best in the players that we play against, so we 
can never -- like Suzann said, we can never take anybody for granted because you -- 
you have to assume they're going to bring their A game.

MODERATOR:  You both played in the finals last year against one another.  Was there 
any bantering going on during that match?

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  I think we were just trying to survive to stand up at the end 
there.  It was a long week.  I was sick as a dog that week.  You know what they say, 
look out for the sick golfer.  

But it was a tough match, to play 36 on Sunday.  I had a lot of long matches last year.  
At the back nine I think we both kind of gave each other opportunities that we normally 
probably wouldn't do, and I was just lucky enough to be the last woman standing last 
year and it was good fun.  I mean, to play Cristie, I played a lot of other friends of mine 
on Tour, but for us to play each other in the final was quite special, I think.  It was a good 
match, we played good golf.
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CRISTIE KERR:  Yeah, it was a great match.  Yeah, we were definitely tired coming to 
the back nine on the last match, and that's also this tournament.  It's a test of endurance 
and a test of who's the last person standing.  I think that when you're in the final match 
and you're playing against one of your friends, of course you still want to win, but you 
want to have a good match and we did.

MODERATOR:  Last night the USGA honored Mickey Wright.  Who is your hero and 
why? 

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  I have a lot of heroes.  I think probably my favorite is Annika.  I 
think just growing up, seeing her perform the way she did.  Kind of -- obviously she's 
from Sweden, I'm from Norway, she was quite easy to relate to.  

And all she's done for women's golf in the past two decades, it's phenomenal, and she's 
still putting up a great effort both on and off the golf course, more so off the golf course 
these days, but it's phenomenal to see.  I played her charity event this weekend, and to 
see her on stage to present and kind of talk about what she's doing these days is kind 
of, it gives me a lot of goosebumps because it's just phenomenal to see her heart and 
passion still lives with the game.

CRISTIE KERR:  I think Mickey Wright was honored last night and that was truly a 
special evening.  One of my people that I idolized growing up was Patty Berg.  I first met 
her at the Women's Western Junior, and I went on to win that junior tournament and 
they give you a bracelet that you get to carry for a year like a trophy, and then you give 
it back to Patty.  

And I got to know Patty growing up and she just was really fiery and really inspiring, and 
it was just great to get to know her.  All the founders are amazing.  We have an LPGA 
tournament now, the RR Donnelly Founders Cup, that honors the founders every year, 
and I think that shows how special that we hold them in our hearts and appreciate 
everything they've done to better the game of women's golf.  So Patty and Mickey and 
all those people, I've really looked up to.  Modern-age player, Juli Inkster.  She's always 
been also one of the people that I've looked up to.

MODERATOR:  Keeping in line of the theme of the LPGA See Why It's Different Out 
Here, the Wegmans LPGA Championship will be including your Twitter handles on the 
caddy bib.  What's your first reaction to that? 

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  I thought it was brilliant.  I'm surprised no one has come up 
with that before because it seems such a good, right thing to do.  I mean, the space is 
right there and this is how the fans love to kind of interact with us, and for us to kind of 
get people involved in our own life and what we're doing.  You can kind of write your 
own theme here.  So I guess it's the pressure of all of us to kind of keep up Twittering 
and keep people up to date.

CRISTIE KERR:  I'm new to Twitter since November and it's amazing the response I've 
gotten.  I didn't know I had that many fans frankly.  It's great to get support from people 
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and to be able to answer their questions and just do random things, like recipes or golf 
tips or makeup, whatever people are interested in.  It's a great way to connect with 
people, so it's good that the LPGA is kind of, you know, keeping with that and going to 
doing that at Wegmans.

MODERATOR:  Any questions?

Q.  Can you talk about how coming to this particular area of northern New Jersey 
is unique as a Tour stop?

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  Well, I love this area.  It reminds me a little bit of home.  
There's a lot of fantastic golf courses around and we're lucky to be here at Hamilton 
Farm.  It's a good kind of old, traditional golf course.  We've always had our Tour stop 
here.  I mean, before Sybase, we've been in New Jersey quite a lot.  We're in Atlantic 
City later this month.  It's a good stop for us, and hopefully we can bring out some more 
fans from this area.

CRISTIE KERR:  Yeah, it's great because we can pull from all three states -- New 
Jersey, Connecticut, New York -- and I spent some time in New York City and have a 
lot of friends and family here.  This is a great Tour stop for us, it's a great golf course.  
Bernardsville, The Bernards Inn I had dinner at last night is a great place to go.  No, it 
is.  People who come here can experience these charming little boroughs, and it's -- 
we need to be in this -- on this kind of stage in the Metropolitan New York area and it's 
great for us to be here.

Q.  Cristie, you've been on the Tour when it was at a high and then at a low.  Can 
you talk about how it's evolving and apparently coming back now?

CRISTIE KERR:  It is, you know, and I think that everything goes in cycles and we've 
had a great commissioner, Mike Whan, the last -- maybe his third season now.  He's 
just really fostered and kept those great relationships going for us.  He's -- people 
genuinely like him.  He's a business guy, he gets it, he understands how to elevate the 
LPGA Tour and build it.  It's on the upward trend now and I think he has a lot to do with 
that.  So we did struggle through some times, but like any great organization, you're 
going to do that and it's great that we're on the upswing now.

Q.  I'd like Suzann to follow up on that first, and then I have a question for Cristie, 
please. 

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  About the Tour?  I mean, we can't hide it that we were 
struggling a couple years ago.  I mean, the entire world was, and unfortunately sports is 
one of the aspects that corporate businesses kind of -- that's the first thing they would 
skip.  We stuck through it.  I mean, we all worked hard, we believed in the product.  I 
think the product is as strong as it's ever been.  We have a lot of great young girls 
coming up, a lot of great young Americans coming up, and I think we need that here.  
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In Asia, we're strong.  We've been strong throughout the last three or four years and it's 
only growing bigger over there.  But I think it's important for us to establish a great 
foundation here in the U.S.  I consider this Tour still as a global tour.  The U.S. is where 
we kind of have our base and this is where we play most of the summer.  Mike Whan's 
done a great job turning this ship around.  It looked bad for a while, but like we all stuck 
together and that's what great organizations do and the LPGA has a bright future.

Q.  So that was a truly professional segue to what I'm going to ask you.  You're in 
a rare situation where you haven't won for a little while; Paula, same way.  We've 
got three American winners this year, but do you need the top players -- you, 
Paula, Michelle to a degree -- do we need you, outside of your personal 
achievements, to start winning to help this Tour push forward, like Suzann just 
said, the Americans?

CRISTIE KERR:  Absolutely, especially seeing -- I follow, you know, everybody on 
Twitter, you guys on Twitter, and I see what you're talking about.  And yeah, you 
definitely need us to win.  And we are trying, we are trying our hardest, I can promise 
you that.  We're working hard and we definitely need to win.

But another element to the LPGA, which they're starting to get better at and continue to 
get better at is you need to elevate and celebrate your stars on your Tour even if they 
haven't won in a year.  Just because they haven't won, you need to write about them.  
You need to write about me, you need to write about Paula and Michelle and the stars 
that elevate the Tour because that's how people get to know what's going on with the 
Tour. 

It's continually getting better and the LPGA staff is doing a great job, and they've redone 
the website and putting a lot of money into really bringing the LPGA into the new digital 
era.  So I think we have to continue that. 

We have to do our part, too.  We have to win, we have to play well.  That's what the 
Tour is all about, the top players, and, you know, performing and elevating the Tour 
where we're able to do more business, so absolutely, we need to win.

Q.  Suzann, it's a similar question.  You're third in the world, 17th in earnings this 
year, but I think your best finish is a 6th.  Where is your game at this point?

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  6th is pretty good, isn't it, this year?  You know, I've had a slow 
start.  I had a fantastic off season, so it was a bit disappointing going to Asia, not 
performing better.  I've done a few changes lately over the last six, seven weeks.  I have 
a great addition on my bag, probably as excited as I could be about that.

My game is coming -- coming -- it's falling in place right now and I'm looking forward 
to a big summer.  This will be a great kind of kickstart to get into a good summer stretch 
where there's several majors.  Going over to Europe, playing well at the British Open, 
I'm really looking forward to that one.  
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And, you know what, I think as we said, I mean, you might not have had the best results  
so far, but I don't really judge myself with how I perform.  It's more how I feel.  I know 
where my game is at, I know -- I feel like I've been in this situation before.  You get the 
questions, when are you going to win, when are you going to kind of be there on a 
Sunday.  

It's just a matter of time.  The day it all clicks it will be exciting again, and if we keep 
working hard and putting in the hard effort, I think the results will show.

Q.  Suzann, I remember last year when you won, it had been a while since you 
had won.  Did last year's win here kind of spur you forward like you thought it 
might?  I know you won at the end the summer, but has it gotten you to where 
you thought you might be after last year?

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  Winning gives a lot of confidence, that's what we work for.  It's 
fun to win.  You wish you could win more, but in golf you lose more than you win, so 
you've just got to enjoy those moments where you finally stand by yourself on Sunday 
with a trophy.  I mean, it's tough to win out here.  I don't know.  The depth out here, you 
can't afford any lousy rounds out here, and I think that's the fun part because you have 
to bring it all to the table.  Yeah, it's fun to win.

Q.  I'll jump forward to the Wegmans just for a second because that's what I'm 
here for.  I know (inaudible) because you shot 19 under there, and you said last 
year you'd like to play at Oak Hill, which is not a bad place, either.  But give me 
your impressions of Locust Hill as that tournament's (inaudible) because the 
contract's up this year and there's debate both ways, move it around or keep it 
there.  Could you both share your opinion on that?

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  Well, I think Rochester is a fantastic place for the LPGA, we 
have a lot of great fans there.  Locust Hill has been great to us.  They stepped it up 
when we looked like we were going to lose our major and they treated us really well.  

The course is tough.  I mean, it might not be the longest, but they can make it as narrow 
as they want and you have to hit it straight and small greens, so it kind of tests all 
aspects of your game.  There's obviously a lot of great golf courses in that area, but as 
far as where we stand right now, Locust Hill has been a fantastic host, great venue, and 
I think we should stay there.

CRISTIE KERR:  Yeah, and as you know, I love that golf course and I always have.  It's 
got such great history with the LPGA and the Wegmans family.  You know, Colleen has 
really done a great job with the tournament and supporting the LPGA.  I think that that's 
always kind of going to be the home of that event.  If they end up moving it around, 
then, you know, it's really a no-lose situation.  It's a great golf town for us and obviously 
great sponsor, so whatever they want to do, we'll do.
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Q.  Does it hurt more to lose at this tournament?  Is it more personal to lose in 
match play? 

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  Cristie, do you want to take that?

(Laughter.)

CRISTIE KERR:  I haven't lost this year yet, knock on wood.  

Well, I think that, I mean, whoever you're going to play, you have to try and beat them.  
There's only going to be one winner at the end of the week.  You try not to take it 
personally, but you can't help but have a little bit of that, especially when you're playing 
one of your friends.  So yeah, it was a little bit, but I got over it and, you know, went on 
to play some great golf at the middle to end part of last year, and you know, just set my 
sights for this year.

MODERATOR:  Any other questions?  Thank you, Suzann and Cristie.

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  Thanks, guys.

CRISTIE KERR:  Thanks.
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