
  

                                         
  

PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT: YANI TSENG
Tuesday, May 15, 2012

MODERATOR:  All right.  I would like to welcome Yani Tseng into the interview room for 
her pre-tournament press conference.  Yani, thanks for coming in with us.   

YANI TSENG:  Thank you. 

MODERATOR:  We have a special treat today.  Yani appeared on the Big Break that is 
set to air, so Tom Abbott, who's the host, can explain more to you and give you a little 
more insight. 

TOM ABBOTT:  Thanks.  I'm just going to talk a little bit briefly about Yani's involvement 
with Big Break, and we're going to show you a sneak peek of the show that involves 
Yani that will air on Monday at 9:00 on Golf Channel.  It's the second show in the series 
of Big Break, Big Break: Atlantis, which is the 17th season of the Big Break franchise, 
one of the most popular shows on Golf Channel.  

It's a cast of 12 aspiring professionals that are all pros in the shows, all trying to get their 
Big Break, 12 girls, and we shot it down in the Bahamas in February of this year, down 
at the Atlantis Paradise Island.  

So Yani's involvement was an idea that I had over the wintertime when we were getting 
ready for the show and we were thinking about guests, and I thought, well, why don't we 
have the best player in the world on Big Break?  May as well give it a shot.  I talked to 
the producer who was involved with Big Break and who was the head of the production.  
I said, Hey, Paul, why don't we ask Yani to come on Big Break, see if she'll do it.  He 
said, That's in your hands.  

So I approached Yani and we got together with her on a team and it all came together.  
So it was a lot of fun to have Yani down there for one of the shows.  We're going to 
show you, I think, about 10 minutes of the second show of Big Break: Atlantis.  If you 
would like to see more, we have DVDs that are available.  Obviously the results of the 
show are embargoed until 9:00 p.m. Monday next week, but to give you an idea of what 
Yani did in the show and we'll see her involvement, so let's kick it off.  
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(Video played.) 

MODERATOR:  All right.  Yani, that had to be a pretty cool experience to be there 
competing with everyone.  Can you tell me a little bit about it and how you felt to finally 
be on a team and play like a team sport? 

YANI TSENG:  I'm excited, I'm very excited to be there.  It looks much more nerves and 
pressure than what you look on TV.  When you're there, you feel so much pressure 
because, I mean, you're not play as individual, you play as a team, and some of the day 
you play in the (inaudible) and it's great fun.  I really enjoyed to meet those players and 
they're very, very nice people and they're so much fun, too.  But I feel I look a little mess 
on the TV, but I do have fun, so it's a great experience for me.

MODERATOR:  Back to this week.  It's a match play style tournament and you have a 
pretty impressive record so far when it comes to match play.  You won the 2005 U.S. 
Women's Amateur Public Links, the 2005 North & South Amateur Golf Championship, 
and the past two years here you have reached the quarterfinal.  

Can you tell me how you think your game shapes up in match play and do you like it? 

YANI TSENG:  I love it, I love match play.  I mean, it's really nice that we're able to like 
once a year play match play because you kind of focus on every hole, every shot you 
can because you only have to beat one player every time.  So even -- sometimes you 
need a little luck because maybe you play perfect today but you still lose, sometimes 
you play bad but you still win.  So you never know.  All you think is how to beat the 
player in front of you, so you don't have to worry about too much.  You don't have to 
worry about if I don't play good, just enjoy and enjoy the player that you play with, and I 
think that's why I really love it, because I can play aggressive on the golf course, too.  I 
don't have to worry about too much, and I'm happy because my game was aggressive, 
so this match play kind of suits my game.

MODERATOR:  I think to say this year that you've gotten off to a solid start would be a 
bit of an understatement.  You've had already three victories on the LPGA this season, 
and your worst finish is a tie for 10th. 

Can you tell me about your mindset for the rest of the season? 

YANI TSENG:  I'm ready.  I feel very good.  I feel good with my game.  I had last 
(indiscernible) weeks, I didn't play any tournaments.  I worked a little with my coach last 
week, and my trainer was here with me for these two months, so we just want to get 
momentum going and get my physical ready to -- I mean, this course is very tough, 
very tough to walk because it's very up and down.  So we just need to be in good shape 
on this week because some day we might play 36 hole, but I feel my game was there 
and I'm just ready to go.
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MODERATOR:  Back to the physical side I was talking to your manager, Naya, earlier 
and she said you've been playing basketball.  Do we need to worry about you going to 
the WNBA? 

YANI TSENG:  No, no.  I've been playing a lot because my trainer play basketball and I 
play basketball, and I think that's just so much fun when you are not playing golf and 
you're playing basketball, you play tennis.

MODERATOR:  Any questions?  Please speak into the microphone.

Q.  Yani, I wanted to ask you obviously your physical game is going very well.  
The mental part of your game, how have you improved that in the off season and 
where do you think it stands right now?

YANI TSENG:  Actually, beginning of this year I feel so much pressure.  I wasn't 
ready -- that is my first time I feel so much pressure in my life is January this year.  But 
after I played the first tournament in Australia and I putting so much pressure and I didn't 
play quite well in that week, but after first one I kind of get better relaxed and my mental 
kind of setting up better because I kind of don't have any expectation after the first 
week.  

And the second week I win in Thailand, so I think that's huge for me because after that 
win, I know I can do it again.  I know I can play well like last year, because like 
beginning of this year I don't know if I could do it again, I don't know if I can win another 
12 tournament, win two majors, I really have no idea.  

But I've been working really hard for the off season and my trainer was there, too, and 
my coach was there.  My whole team actually was there with me to try to get me in good 
shape, ready for the new season.  

So after Thailand my mental game is setting up pretty good, so after that I think I've 
been very fresh and very positive thinking and just not trying to put too much pressure 
because sometimes it's hard to win every tournament, but you want to be possible all 
the time.  It's not easy, but this year my goal is to have fun and enjoy on the golf course 
as more as I can and don't worry about a score.

Q.  Yani, have you gotten used to people expecting you to win every week when 
you go out there, or is that still something new for you? 

YANI TSENG:  I'm kind of used to it because I expect me to win every week, too.  So it's  
not about the people around me they expect because I expect also.  So I think you don't 
want to go to a tournament that you want to finish second.  I think all the players want to 
win the tournament.  So I want to be strong and to finish strong and just feel the way I 
want to play and do my job on the course and play one shot at a time and try to win 
every week.
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Q.  Yani, could you talk about the state of the Tour this year?  Last year to this 
year you've gained, I think, four tournaments overall, sponsorships are good, the 
commissioner has renewed marketing stuff.  So you obviously have a big role in 
that the way you played, but can you talk about just your impression of the 
strength of the Tour right now?

YANI TSENG:  Mike Whan did a very good job for our Tour.  I think all our players are 
very supporting, too.  We get more tournaments this year, more people are watching on 
the TV, and TV coverage was getting much higher.  We get live every tournament on 
weekends, so, I mean, that's huge for the LPGA.  I think we -- I'm very proud of 
ourselves to we're getting improved and we're doing good to getting close to fans and 
getting close to the people who don't know about LPGA, and I think everybody doing 
very good job.  

So I think now we have Kraig Kann on the board and I think he know what he's doing 
and he's doing the right things.  And I think all the players, we just need to follow up to 
do the best as we can and try to play the best and try to have fun on the course 
because I think we know if we having fun on the course, people having fun to watch, 
too.

Q.  Yani, I know there's pressure, you know, feeling like you should win every 
week, but is there also pressure kind of being the face of the game and how do 
you deal with that?

YANI TSENG:  Yeah, I just try to not think too much, but it's very hard because when 
you on the golf course, you have to play full rounds, play good full rounds golf to win the 
tournament, so that's not easy.  Sometime you might play bad on the first round, second 
round and kind of far away from the leaders, so just need to get your mental prepared to 
more like to do your job instead of if you make a good stroke or make a good swing, 
that's kind of all you can do and try to not thinking too much about a result.  So the 
pressure is kind of very important for me to play -- to have fun and play well on the golf 
course.

Q.  Yani, for a while there there was like Annika, then Lorena, number one, and 
then we didn't have a number one for a little while and everybody's saying, well, 
gee, we really need a number one.  Now you've kind of broken through.  How do 
you see that affecting the Tour as having one dominant player, and number two, 
how do you see the race behind you for people trying to chase you for number 
one?

YANI TSENG:  I think it's good.  When we have like five, six players like one and two, I 
never got switched.  So I'm like last two years ago, I almost get close, almost get to 
number one, but I was very happy I didn't go to number one because that way in the off 
season, I have a goal.  I have a goal to be number one last year and I did it, and I did a 
very good job on this.  
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And I think I still have a long way to go because there's so many great players on the 
Tour, you never know.  You still have to keep your momentum going like try to win as 
more as you can because I don't feel like I'm like a Lorena or Annika yet because this is 
just the beginning for me.  I want to be like them in the future.  I want to do more, more 
out of the golf course, and I want to be -- I don't to just be a good golfer.  I want to be a 
good person like Annika and Lorena, too.  They helping out so much for the LPGA and 
so many people around the world, and not just about golf.  So I wish I could be like that 
in the future and that's kind of my goal, but now I'm focused on playing golf and starting 
to do things around golf, too. 

Q.  Since you mentioned Annika and Lorena, do you pick their brain a little bit 
since you've reached this level in your game on distractions and how to keep 
focus and everything like that?

YANI TSENG:  Yes, Annika is my big idol since I was 12, 13, my first time watching 
Annika playing golf, and since that my dream is playing with Annika, and instead of just 
playing with her, that's my dream.  That's why I, you know, give motivation to play on the 
LPGA and play with her.  I think I'm very lucky because my first year is her last year, so 
I'm still able to play free rounds with her and talk about a little bit.  So she's been helping 
me out a lot.  So we're in the same neighborhood now, so I go visit her a lot to ask her 
lots of questions.  So she's really helping me to be on this stage, to be the world number 
one, how to handle the fans, media, the golf course, mental, everything.  She's really 
helping out a lot.

Q.  Yani, were you aware about the Golf Magazine thing where they picked Rory, 
and Mike wrote the letter to them wondering why they didn't pick you?

YANI TSENG:  Yeah, I was a little upset, but it was okay.  I mean, the LPGA never gets 
the a attention like PGA does, but I think we're getting there, we're getting better.  I keep 
telling myself, if I keep playing well, one day they will know who I am, one day they will 
know what the LPGA is like.  Lots of great player on the LPGA really can play golf.  We 
have more people it's really coming out and supporting us.  We really, really appreciate 
that because it is so much fun to play in front of a crowd.  And thanks, Michael Whan, to 
doing that for me and I very appreciate that, and hopefully in the future I can get one.

Q.  I was going to say, what did you think when you heard he did that and did you 
read his letter?  What did you think of his letter?

YANI TSENG:  Yeah, I did, I did read it.  He's awesome.  He's really, really nice to write 
that letter to the Golf Magazine.  I mean, he's just like our friend, good friend.  He come 
almost every tournament, talking to the sponsor, talking to the media, and he doing the 
best for the LPGA for our players.

MODERATOR:  Any other questions?

Q.  You mentioned that you try to win every tournament every week, as you 
should, but are you more interested now in being consistent every week rather 
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than the ups and downs?  How have you changed to become a more consistent 
player?

YANI TSENG:  Yes, I think that's one of my goal this year, too, because last year even I 
won 12 tournament, but I have a lot of tournament I finished 30s, 40s.  It's kind of very 
up and down.  

So this year I tell myself I want to be more consistent.  If I don't win, I want to be top 10, 
top 20.  I don't want to be way over or almost missed cut or playing bad.  So I think 
we're really working on that.  And my swing, I changed my swing a little bit and it's 
getting more consistent.  My putting was getting better, so that's kind of an important 
thing.  And my coach, my trainer, my team, my manager, they're doing a very good job 
to try to keep everything around the golf course to try to keep as simple as possible and 
let me just focus on the golf course more.

Q.  You mentioned basketball.  Do you just shoot, or do you play a pickup game, 
and are you worried about injury when you're playing?

YANI TSENG:  No, not really.  I just -- I just wear basketball shoes, I wear training 
shoes to play, so I think that helps a lot.  And we play two-on-two, three-on-three, and 
kind of very aggressive, too.  So I think that's why it's so much fun.  If we play easy, I 
don't think that's the game.  When I play three-on-three with my friend, it's so much 
fun.  But they're very careful, but I'm the one very aggressive.  But they're kind of very 
careful to touch me because they don't want me to get injured, so they are like very safe 
to play with me.

Q.  (Inaudible) 

YANI TSENG:  I go inside more.  I'm not good with outside.

MODERATOR:  All right.  Yani, thank you.  
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