
  

        
  

INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT: STACY LEWIS
Sunday, April 29, 2012

MODERATOR:  All right.  We'd like to welcome the 2012 Mobile Bay LPGA Classic 
champion, Stacy Lewis, into the interview room.  

Congratulations, your second career LPGA Tour victory.  Is this one just as sweet as the 
first? 

STACY LEWIS:  It is.  Sometime -- I don't know, second almost feels better than the 
first.  It's been -- I mean, it's only been a year since I won, but I felt like it's been a long 
time since then, and I've worked really hard and it's just nice to finally see some results 
of all the hard work.

MODERATOR:  Quite a day out there.  Early, on after back-to-back birdies to start your 
day, you got off to -- it was a five-stroke leads.  Then things narrowed down toward the 
end.  

Take me through that round and kind of what your thoughts were at the beginning when 
you got off to such a big lead and where were you -- how tight things got at the end.

STACY LEWIS:  Right.  Well, the first two holes I just hit great shots in and made the 
putts.  I wasn't -- I mean, I wasn't trying to birdie or do any of that, just hit some good 
shots and made a couple putts, and then from there things just kind to seem to level off.  
I drove it really well today, but I didn't quite have my irons spot on and so didn't have a 
lot of really good looks at birdie.  

And then when I hit in the water on 15, I knew that was huge and I needed to get up and 
down there.  Double was going to put me out of the tournament, so I needed to get up 
and down there.  

And then probably the shot of the week for me is -- was my chip shot on 16.  I mean, 
you could probably put 10 balls there and maybe get four or five of them up and down.  
So to hit the shot I did under the pressure was huge.  And then 17 and 18, those are 
tough holes and I made two really good pars, so I'm so happy it's over with.
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MODERATOR:  Are you much of a scoreboard watcher?  I was talking to Lexi and she 
wasn't really paying much attention, but did you see her name and the type of round 
that she was having? 

STACY LEWIS:  Yeah, I knew she was playing well.  When we went to 13, I think I had 
a two-shot lead at the time over her, two or three, and then I heard she made birdie on 
14 and so I knew things were getting tight.  I didn't know how close it was.  And I found 
myself watching just because I wanted to know, and especially on this golf course 
because your game playing can change whether you just need to make par or whether 
you need to make birdie.  So I liked watching it, and usually when you're kind of far back 
coming into the day like she was, you're just trying to make as many birdies as you can 
and not watch the leaderboard.

MODERATOR:  Questions for Stacy?

Q.  Stacy, you've been playing so well this year.  Did you ever feel like, well, I'm 
due, it's going to happen, I'm going to break through?  And did you have that 
feeling possibly going into this weekend?

STACY LEWIS:  This year I've actually kind of just been frustrated with my play 
because I felt like I wasn't get a lot of out of my rounds, and the first three days this 
week I finally got stuff out of my round and made putts, made some good pars and 
made a lot of birdies, so I felt like my game was coming around.  I'm getting more 
comfortable in this situation, I think that's a lot of it, and it's definitely been coming.  I lost 
in a playoff in Australia, so I knew I was due.

Q.  On 15, how hard was it or easy was it to come back and say, okay, just 
straighten up, that's over and move on?

STACY LEWIS:  It was tough.  I mean, I didn't -- that was probably one of the worst 
shots I hit all day.  I don't know.  It was -- I hit it in the water, but then it was instantly I 
needed to get up and down.  I wasn't even thinking about the shot I hit in the water.  It 
was right way, I have to get it up and down. 

And after I finished that hole, I knew I still had a one-shot lead, and so I actually moved 
past it pretty quick just because there was so much ahead of me and how hard the 
holes are playing coming in.

Q.  How long did it take after -- when you kind of raised your arms and looked 
more relieved, it took you a while probably to feel the joy of winning, is that true?

STACY LEWIS:  Yeah, I was -- the last nine holes were very stressful for me.  I 
didn't -- I definitely didn't have my best and I was running a few putts by.  I had to make 
a bunch of little three- and four-footers and it was just a really stressful day.  I'm glad I 
didn't need a playoff or anything because I was exhausted.  And just -- I'm just glad 
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(inaudible) I mean, when that first putt got that close, I mean, it was a total relief.  I don't 
know, it was -- I mean, it was a great week and a good way to finish it.

Q.  But you didn't really make it that easy for yourself with the two-putt, did you?  
Did you have to kind of put that out of your mind, how far you were?

STACY LEWIS:  Yeah.  Well, 18's a tough hole, especially with the flag back like that.  
Where you're actually hitting the ball is a pretty small area.  I think nobody in my group, 
none of us got it on that back level, so I knew I was going to have a hard two-putt no 
matter where I hit it and it was pretty tough.  It broke probably a good five feet down 
over the ridge.  It was uphill and then back down, but my speed really on long putts all 
week, I've been really good, so I actually really wasn't too worried about it.

Q.  How different was your mental approach?  I mean, on the back side the 
previous two days you just owned that.  Things just didn't seem to happen today.  
How difficult was that in staying with your game?

STACY LEWIS:  I don't know.  I mean, I wasn't really thinking.  I mean, for me I don't 
really think a lot about what I did the previous days.  You just -- like yesterday, I just 
kind of got on a roll, shots go where you want them to go, putts seem to just go in. 

Today was like I was hitting the shots and they just weren't quite coming off on the lines 
I was picking.  They were solid, but they just weren't quite where I wanted them.  So it 
was definitely frustrating because I had a lot of putts -- birdie putts that had a ton of 
break in them.  On this golf course, you're not going to make that many of them.  So I 
was definitely frustrated, but toward the end I just told myself I needed to grind it out and 
just keep plugging away. 

Q.  You came in with the lead.  How important is that to your confidence coming 
into the final round? 

STACY LEWIS:  Oh, it was huge.  When I won the Kraft, I came from behind there and 
I've never -- I think the last time I had the lead was the U.S. Open maybe?  I think U.S. 
Open in 2008 and played horrible there, so it was huge for me just to get off to a good 
start and just to kind of keep things rolling.  And like I said, I'm really comfortable in that 
situation now.  I'm comfortable seeing my name on the top of the leaderboard and I feel 
like I belong there.

MODERATOR:  Any more questions for Stacy?  Well, congratulations, a great 
week and a great champion.

STACY LEWIS:  Thank you.  
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