
  

        
  

INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  SO YEON RYU
Friday, April 27, 2012

Q.  Congratulations, a great round today, 5-under. 

SO YEON RYU:  Thank you. 

Q.  Take me through the day and what really worked well for you.

SO YEON RYU:  Actually, today and yesterday I played with Chella, Chella Choi and Na 
Yeon Choi, so I was really, really comfortable because you know my first language is 
Korean, so sometimes -- I mean, if I use English, my mind is a little busy.  But 
yesterday and today it was really comfortable.  Especially my iron shot is really great.  
So this golf course is really tricky green and really big green and really tough putt, but I 
made a lot of birdie putt because I hit iron shot really perfect.  So just five-foot birdie 
putt, 10-foot birdie putt is not tough putt.  So I think really big key is iron shot and I want 
to try to feel like comfortable about the English.

Q.  A lot of players say it's a good visual golf course, like off the tee they like the 
look of it.  Does this course seem to suit your game?

SO YEON RYU:  Yeah, especially this golf course is really similar to Korea because the 
American golf courses is really flat, but this golf course is kind of little uphill and 
downhill.  But I love this course, especially I love the trees.  This golf course have lots of 
trees, so I love this golf course.

Q.  You've gotten off to a good start in your season.  I know you spent so much 
time playing on the KLPGA.  Do you feel like a rookie out here?

SO YEON RYU:  Actually, on Wednesday I have an opportunity following Amanda's 
rookie -- Amanda's playing group.  They ask me, Are you rookie?  So everybody 
thought I'm not rookie, but I want to try to keep in mind I'm just rookie and start play golf 
or something because sometimes, if I try to win or something, my mind is really busy 
and looks like cocky, so I just want to keep rookie mind.

Q.  That's a good way to have it.  And you've been leading in the Rookie of the 
Year race, I know it's really early, but is that something that you set as goal for 
yourself?
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SO YEON RYU:  Yeah, 2012 my goal is Rookie of the Year because in KLPGA I lose my 
Rookie of the Year award.  So especially this year I really want to take Rookie of the 
Year, but I knew lots of great rookie playing together, so I'm a little nervous, but I want to 
try just enjoy the tournament.

Q.  Have you talked to -- a lot of the other players, like Hee Kyung Seo, have all 
made that transition from the KLPGA over here. 

SO YEON RYU:  Yeah.

Q.  Have they given you some good advice about what it takes out here?

SO YEON RYU:  Jiyai Shin, Na Yeon Choi, Hee Kyung Seo, lots of Korean player 
transitioned to KLPGA and LPGA, but they said always little -- traveling is really tough 
because in Korea if we take plane, we can go anywhere just one hour, just take one 
hour.  But America's really wide, so sometimes it's really hard.  But they said just enjoy 
your traveling because we have a lot of chance to traveling a lot of city, so you just 
enjoy.  All the cities have lots of great beach or tree or great museum.  You just 
traveling.

Q.  And it's still early in the week, but you won last year.

SO YEON RYU:  Um-hmm.

Q.  How much pressure does that take off you knowing that you've won out here 
already?  Now you come into your rookie season when you're up near the top of 
the leaderboard heading into a weekend, knowing that you already have one win 
and you're not trying to get your first win.

SO YEON RYU:  Actually, the really important thing is just think of my game, but 
sometimes I'm thinking about the competitor and thinking about the win, trophy or 
something.  But I think that's not great, I think, because it make me a little bit -- positive 
is really great, but sometimes a little bit too aggressive playing, so that's a really hard 
thing.

Q.  So just take it one day at a time, one round at a time?

SO YEON RYU:  Yeah, just think about the one hole, one shot, yeah, that's the 
important thing.

Q.  Thank you so much, and hopefully I'll get to talk to you more this weekend.  

SO YEON RYU:  Thank you.

RTJ Golf Trail at Magnolia Grove - Crossings Course

www.tee-scripts.com

http://tee-scripts.com/transcripts/lpga-tour/mobile-bay-lpga-classic-2012/
http://tee-scripts.com/transcripts/lpga-tour/mobile-bay-lpga-classic-2012/

