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MODERATOR:  All right.  We would like to welcome our defending champion, Maria 
Hjorth, into the interview room.  Thanks for joining us today.

MARIA HJORTH:  Thank you. 

MODERATOR:  First of all, welcome back.  I know it's always exciting to come back as 
defending champion.  What are kind of some of your memories of last year and how 
does it feel to be back here again?  

MARIA HJORTH:  It's always great to be back at a place where you've won obviously, 
and defending is always special.  There's obviously a lot of memories that come back.  
You go out there and play and you see a lot of shots that you hit last year and you still 
see a lot of putts that you made from the tournament.  And obviously a lot of great 
memories with my husband on the bag and my daughter was here and so it was a nice 
family get-together for the week.  Having a win as well was even more amazing. 

MODERATOR:  Did you get out there and play already today? 

MARIA HJORTH:  I played 9 holes today.

MODERATOR:  Any differences that you noticed in the course?  How is it looking out 
there just heading into this week? 

MARIA HJORTH:  The course is looking really, really good, I think it's matured a little bit 
more since last year.  Obviously it's a little bit softer this year, I think, than compared to 
last year.  I prefer it a little bit firmer, but it's still on a Tuesday so a lot of things can 
happen still.  I think it's looking very good, so it should be a good tournament.

MODERATOR:  This is the eighth event already of the season.  How are you feeling 
about your game heading into this week, and overall kind of thoughts on so far your 
performance this season? 

MARIA HJORTH:  So far it hasn't been as good as I would have liked.  I haven't really 
had any good top finishes this year.  I feel pretty good about my game and I've worked 
hard on it, especially my putting.  Hopefully it will come together.  I feel it's very close, 
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and coming out here and having good memories, hopefully that will bring my game up a 
little bit and have a good finish.

MODERATOR:  Questions for Maria? 

Q.  I know you play all over the world, but is there anything that makes this 
tournament unique, or do they all kind of run together?  But is there something 
about playing in Mobile that's maybe different obviously now that you've won 
here that would make it special, but is there anything else?

MARIA HJORTH:  I think it's always nice to come back here because the hospitality is 
amazing.  You feel really welcome coming here and obviously playing a Robert Trent 
Jones course, to me, it's great.  I've had a lot of success on -- playing those courses.  
So I just think it's -- you feel kind of a homey, kind of a cozy feeling coming to Mobile, I 
think, because that's the hospitality that I feel here.

Q.  Is there anything special about this course?  We talked earlier and you said 
you feel like this course might suit your game pretty well.  Do you still feel that's 
true, and if so, how can you take advantage of that?

MARIA HJORTH:  The course suits my game?  Yeah, I think so.  I mean, like last year it 
played really hard and fast and to me I, felt.  I'm hitting my driver really good, and 
coming in with maybe a little bit shorter irons into the greens compared to maybe other 
players really helps because obviously you get more spin on the ball and can place the 
ball better on the green.  I think even this year it's playing a little bit softer so you won't 
have the run-outs on the fairways.  But hitting good drives will still help me because I'm 
still coming in with shorter irons and it will be easier to get the ball closer to the pin. 

MODERATOR:  Any more questions for Maria?  Made that nice and quick and 
easy.

MARIA HJORTH:  That was good.

MODERATOR:  Thank you very much.

MARIA HJORTH:  Thanks.  
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