
  

        
  

INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  PAULA CREAMER
Tuesday, April 24, 2012

MODERATOR:  All right.  We're here with Paula Creamer in the interview room.  
Thanks for joining us today, great to have you here. 

PAULA CREAMER:  Thank you very much.

MODERATOR:  First off, just give us some initial thoughts about being back here in 
Mobile and how much you enjoy this event every year.  

PAULA CREAMER:  I do, I love coming here.  I've had a lot of great memories, whether 
junior golf and then, you know, winning here a couple years ago.  It's great.  It's a 
wonderful town.  The people just embrace the LPGA, they embrace junior golf.  It's golf 
country.  It's nice, it's nice to come to a place where there's familiar faces and a lot of 
the volunteers, the same volunteers.  It's just nice to come to such a welcoming stop for 
us on the Tour.

MODERATOR:  It's been a good season for you, a good start to the year.  You've had 
some good finishes.  You're coming off two back-to-back Top 20 finishes.  How are you 
feeling about the state of your game, and any changes that you've been working on 
since the start of the season?  

PAULA CREAMER:  I'm definitely not satisfied with how I've played, that's for sure.  It 
hasn't been what I expected.  But I know sometimes when you do have changes, it's not 
going to be right away.  But I am -- I'm working very hard.  I went home after Hawaii, 
worked with my coach again trying to keep maintaining what I'm doing.  But I'm hitting 
the ball well, it's just coming down to putts, and I really haven't made that many birdies 
this year and it's something that I'm looking at.  I'm trying to figure out what's the 
difference.  And it's so close, but it's still kind of far away at the same time.  

But I feel a lot more confident out on the golf course.  I worked a lot on my routine, 
worked on, you know, just what I do practice-wise and that kind of thing.  So it's really 
just kind of been a whole, I guess, (inaudible) in the sense of my career so far.  It's been 
frustrating at times, but hopefully at the end of the year, next year, we'll be sitting here a 
happy person.
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MODERATOR:  What is the biggest change do you feel like in your game this year 
compared -- you know, what was the biggest switch that you made that you feel is 
really coming together that's helping your golf game? 

PAULA CREAMER:  My driver.  I've really worked on my driver golf swing.  It's different 
than my irons.  I hit down on the ball, so that's why I'm a fairly good iron player, and you 
can't do that with a driver, you have to hit it on the way up.  And that's something that's a 
huge change, but we're getting there and it's slowly coming.  It's been -- when I do it, I 
gain about 30 yards or so.  When I don't, I'm back further.  It's hard, like I said, but I also 
think that taking my golf swing to a golf course in a tournament, it's hard to step out to a 
golf course that you know so well but you're trying to do something that is new and, you 
know, something that's worked in the past, just mentally that's something that I've had to 
really overcome.

MODERATOR:  Questions for Paula? 

Q.  With your swing change, was there a point where you said, I've got to change 
this?  Do you remember when that was or why you wanted to do it?

PAULA CREAMER:  It was about last year.  My coach, David, and I always talked 
about it, talked about, you know, what we're going to do, when we're going to do it.  
Then I had surgery and I wasn't able to hit that many balls because of my thumb.  

Now I'm the healthiest than I've ever been, stronger than I've ever been, and so it was 
kind of perfect timing.  It's hard, like I said, just mentally.  Why would you want to fix 
something that you do so well with.  But you have to have consistency and I have to be 
able to -- I want my career to last a long time and my golf swing, and I needed to make 
it tighter, I needed to make it stronger, use my bigger muscles instead of constantly 
using my hand.  

And I want to get better and I feel that this was the time.  Nobody ever wants to have 
change, that's for sure, but when it's good, it's really good.  It's not when it's bad, it's that 
bad, but Top 20, in my eyes, I want first place every week.

Q.  That's what I was going to ask you, too.  When you make a change, do you 
have a specific goal in mind?  Do you think you can get back to No. 1 or what?

PAULA CREAMER:  My goal has always been to be the No. 1 player.  It's funny you 
say that, this past couple weeks, my caddy and coach and I, we've all been talking 
about my goals and what I want and kind of just reevaluating it.  I feel like I'm kind of 
stale right now, stagnant with some things.  It's hard when you are working on 
something at the same time to say, okay, I want to do this, this, this.  But that's how I've 
always been, and so we've really evaluated what I want.  A lot of it does come from my 
practice routines and eliminating mistakes out on the golf course that shouldn't happen, 
carelessness, things like that.  It's just to win.  I mean, I want to win so badly, I think I 
want it too bad at times and I get in my own way.
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Q.  Is your game at a point now where you're able to trust it enough where you 
think you could win this week?

PAULA CREAMER:  I do, I think just because this golf course suits my game so well.  
I've gotten longer, so the par 5s I can tackle a little bit easier.  The par 3s here are great, 
they're great par 3s when it comes to a good iron player putting it in the right section, 
and just confidence of winning out here.  

I really like playing this golf course, I always have.  I like Robert Trent Jones style of golf 
courses.  It's all about the greens and undulations and things like that, and that's where 
I capitalize.  At the same time, I'm not trying to put expectations in my mind that I don't 
feel are attainable, but I do feel like I can win out here if I play my best.

Q.  (Inaudible) the type of course that you haven't won on?

PAULA CREAMER:  For sure.  You know what it takes, you know what it feels like, you 
know what the last tee shot feels like on 18 on Sunday.  And just, you know, I've played 
this golf course so many times, I feel like it's almost one of my home courses.  I mean, 
last year they changed the greens, so that wasn't the difference, but tee to green this 
is -- you know, I think I know it pretty well.  I've been here for 10 or eight, six, seven 
years or something, so it's a lot.

Q.  Obviously it's a strong field, but when Yani Tseng's not out there competing, 
what's it like?  Is there a different attitude as far as is she maybe like Tiger in his 
prime where like okay, hey, whenever she's in a tournament, she's sort of the 
favorite or the one to look out for? 

PAULA CREAMER:  Well, she is the No. 1 player in the world, so obviously you're very 
aware of where she's at in the standings.  But no, we haven't really played in a 
tournament where she's not there, so I can't really answer that question.  

But she does bring a huge aspect to the game.  She's raised the bar for women's golf.  
She's definitely pushing everybody to get better.  She's pushing me.  I mean, I work 
harder now than I ever have, I think, and it's because I want where she's at.  She's put 
in the time and effort and she's winning, and so it is different when she's not here, but at 
the same time, you're not really playing one person, you're playing the golf course.

Q.  The changes that you're making when you're at a course that you are familiar 
with, is that about a better measuring stick of where you're at just because of the 
familiarity here?

PAULA CREAMER:  Yes, especially with like tee shots and things like that where I 
know where I've been in the past and where I am now.  Kraft was a huge difference for 
me.  When I played there, I was a lot longer on holes; kind of went backwards a little bit 
in the week, but it is -- confidence-wise, it does feel good to come to a golf course 
where I know where I can hit it and where I can't, that kind of thing.
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Q.  I was going to say coming from Hawaii to Mobile, long travel and a different 
kind of environment.  How much of a shock is that for the players there?

PAULA CREAMER:  I mean, that's the life of a professional golfer really.  We're always 
in just a place for a week and then we move.  Hawaii was really nice.  Mobile's nice, too, 
but I mean, a little different food.  I think that's probably the biggest difference.  
(Inaudible) anywhere else in the world that tastes as good as it does here.  That's part 
of what we do.  That's part of just traveling.  And, you know, I went home in between, so 
I got to kind of relax for a little bit and then come back here.  But I don't think that it's 
something that you have to worry or really think about it, it's just a time change really.

Q.  Paula, you're one of the LPGA's more well-known faces out there.  How do 
you kind of approach marketing or just kind of getting your name out there, 
getting your name out there as far as endorsements and whatnot, things maybe 
outside of golf? 

PAULA CREAMER:  Well, I mean, it's nice when you have your golf to back up, a 
reason to be out in the world.  But at the same time, we do a lot with the LPGA, with my 
sponsors.  I do a lot of global things.  I've always said I'm a global player, I go to Asia all 
the time.  It's a great opportunity when you have other passions outside of golf that you 
can go into.  I love fashion, so designing sunglasses, things like that, that you can kind 
of take what you love and bring it into the game of golf. 

MODERATOR:  Thank you, guys. 
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