
                                 

     

INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  MICHAEL ALLEN
Wednesday, April 18, 2012

DAVE SENKO:  Michael, thanks for joining us.  Coming off a big week, your win last 
week, your second on Tour.  You've moved in front in the Charles Schwab Cup race, 
and this week you'll be playing with David Frost again for the second year in a row.  You 
guys were T3 last year, I believe.  Just talk about where things are after last week. 

MICHAEL ALLEN:  Well, I was clearing out my phone, it's been absolutely crazy.  So 
after two days I get to a point where my text messages aren't full, so that's been the 
biggest distraction so far.  

Other than that, I had a great night afterwards, with some good friends.  My game is 
good.  I look forward to getting out today, getting going again.  It's been really nice to 
see how many people care and wish me well and all that.  It's been a very nice 
experience so far. 

DAVE SENKO:  What's been the key so far?  Four top 10s, including a win, in six starts 
this year.  You're also leading the money list right now.  But are there any aspects of 
your game that really --

MICHAEL ALLEN:  Yeah, I think -- yeah, I would have to say that a lot of it goes to I 
started working with this guy, Bobby Duvall, at The Madison Club.  He's given me a 
great workout program.  So when I'm off like the last two weeks, I didn't touch a club for 
about eight, 10 days and I exercised pretty much every day.  Then I started playing a bit 
afterwards. 

And the stuff I'm working on with Mike Mitchell has been great.  My big problem with my 
swing is always my hips coming forward -- moving towards the ball through impact.  So 
I'm keeping it back better, which is really helping my -- all my other lines work well.

So I think technically I'm doing very well.  Overall, I just feel like right now it's very hard 
to win tournaments out here.  These guys are all great, but I feel like if I play well, I 
should be close, in contention.  For the most part I've just been performing quite well at 
a nice level all year without too much stress. 

DAVE SENKO:  If you have a question, just raise your hand.  We've got a couple mics 
here.
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Q.  (Inaudible.) 

MICHAEL ALLEN:  Nice to meet you, Nathan.  

Q.  You've come so close to winning so many times, (audible) David Frost.  Can 
you describe the emotions that you go through when you get so close.  Is that 
better or worse than when you know you're not (inaudible)?

MICHAEL ALLEN:  It's always better to be competitive because we come out here 
to -- for me, this Champions Tour has been just a great thing in that it's not life and 
death, it's not competing in the U.S. Open.  It's fun.  I'm coming out here, I'm enjoying 
myself every day I play out here because I do have a chance to win, and it's fun to 
compete whether you win or lose.  

It is frustrating a little bit, sure; some more than others.  At TPC a couple years ago I felt 
it was kind of a frustrating one, but I didn't realize it until afterwards.  Whether I win or 
lose, I'm enjoying myself every day out here, enjoying the experience of competing.  I 
wish I had some of these experiences earlier on Tour because I think it would have 
made me a better player.

Q.  (Inaudible.) 

MICHAEL ALLEN:  Well, you're certainly asking a novice at that; I haven't won very 
many times in my career.  So when I've lost a few times, I'm like, oh, you know, it's a 
putt here, or if I made one better decision somewhere here, I could have been there.  
But you never know how you're going to feel coming down the stretch if you have a 
one-shot lead or you're one -- it changes your whole kind of outlook on things.  I don't 
know, what was the question?

Q.  (Inaudible.) 

MICHAEL ALLEN:  There's certainly guys I think who learned how to win when they 
were young at junior golf, at which I never played much of so I didn't have the instinct of 
doing that.  You look at Tiger Woods compared to Michelle Wie.  I mean, some played 
junior golf their whole time and won at every level and you certainly build into that.  Now 
that I'm a senior, maybe I can build into the PGA TOUR and learn to win.

Q.  Do you want to get back to where you've been on the PGA TOUR as well 
(inaudible)?

MICHAEL ALLEN:  This year obviously my number one goal is to win the Charles 
Schwab Cup.  I would love to be able to do that.  I have two other goals.  One has 
always been to win on Tour, but now my chances are very limited.  I never got an invite 
in my life and don't expect one, so I'm not going to get into many tournaments.  
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The other one, I grew up playing golf at Olympic Club and I started playing 
professionally because of that.  I'd love to be able to get into that tournament, just to 
play it.  I don't really care what happens that much.  I would love to compete in my 
hometown, that's something that would be great for me.

Q.  Today, Michael, do you know where you're going to try to qualify?

MICHAEL ALLEN:  Yeah, I know.  Lake Merced, June 4th.  I'll be getting ready for that.  
I'm going to miss Des Moines.

Q.  June 4th? 

MICHAEL ALLEN:  Yes, um-hmm.

Q.  ((Inaudible) but is it true at age 14 you hiked the Pacific Crest trail with 
friends?  First off, how did your parents let you do that?  Did they it know?

MICHAEL ALLEN:  Oh, yeah, they knew.  Yeah, it is pretty interesting because now I 
have a daughter who's 14 and one that's 18.  When I was 13, me and a friend went and 
did about 10 days in the Desperation Wilderness.  And there happened to be a big fire 
up there at the time, too.  We actually got out of there all right.  

The next year, when I was 14, we hiked from (inaudible) Yosemite, the Pacific Crest 
Trail.  The year after that we hiked about 300 miles in Oregon.  The year after that, 
when I was 16, we hiked up in Washington up to Canada, up Mount Rainier.  

When I was young, that's why I didn't play golf.  I loved Yosemite, I loved 
mountaineering, I loved rock climbing.  I'd spend a month in Yosemite climbing, then I 
would go -- me and a friend would always take a hike for a month.

Q.  You don't need a golf cart out here?

MICHAEL ALLEN:  I always use one now.  Less this year.

Q.  You're going to get your mountaineering card revoked. 

MICHAEL ALLEN:  It's been revoked.  I haven't slept in a sleeping bag in 25 years.

Q.  Is there something in your wiring that applies then to now (inaudible)?

MICHAEL ALLEN:  I guess the only thing would be just kind of free spirited, free -- you 
know, I mean, I just always enjoyed, I guess, just being in the mountains and climbing 
and being up on the rock 1,500 feet above the valley floor with no one else there but 
your friend and relying on that person.  It was a great time in my life.  It was adventures 
and crazy experiences and something I've always cherished and loved. 

 www.tee-scripts.com 3

http://tee-scripts.com
http://tee-scripts.com


Q.  (Inaudible.) 

MICHAEL ALLEN:  Well, my first friend I really went hiking with was Mark Tozer, who 
was one of the most incredible people I ever met in my life.  He died on a big climb, got 
struck by lightening in Colorado.  But we started rock climbing by -- we read the book 
by Royal Robbins, Basic Rockcraft, learned how to do a rappel and we jumped off a 
three-story building.  We tied on to like an antenna and jumped off.  We didn't know it 
was actually going to hold.  We didn't realize that was pretty important at the time, so it 
was -- but we're here to talk about it.

Q.  What was his name? 

MICHAEL ALLEN:  Tozer, T-O-Z-E-R.

Q.  (Inaudible) you went as a 14-year old?

MICHAEL ALLEN:  That was actually my very first one.  We hiked in Desperation 
Wilderness, and then we hiked from (inaudible) Yosemite.  I would never let my kids do 
that, no.

Q.  They haven't asked you for anything even remotely (inaudible)?

MICHAEL ALLEN:  My 14-year old's kind of getting there.  She's me.

Q.  Do you let her ride skateboards?

MICHAEL ALLEN:  And I encourage -- I make sure they do not wear helmets.  I do not 
let them wear a helmet when they ride a bike.  That's like a law in our state, and all 
these people that grew up with me riding bikes, jumping dirt bikes, none of us wore a 
helmet, and now they're telling me my kid's got to.  So it's just kind of my little protest.  
It's probably not very legitimate, but it makes me feel better, rebellion. 

Q.  Why are you an upper echelon player now?  Are you a late bloomer, a slow 
study, just the right age against guys out here, Mike Mitchell's giving you the right 
motions, what?

MICHAEL ALLEN:  Maybe I always was and you guys just didn't look for it.  You know, I 
don't know.  I think a lot of it is when I quit playing after -- in the mid '90s, late 90s, I just 
realized I love doing this.  So coming back, I had a much greater appreciation of it. 

I think Mike Mitchell has been an incredible influence in my life that way.  He's not only 
helped my -- he's helped my golf so much, but also made sure that he started me on 
all the fitness programs, taking care of myself, make sure my body can function the way 
it's supposed to swing a golf club.  So he's helped in so many ways.  And his complete 
enthusiasm for the game that I never thought was very cool when I was younger.  I 
guess I've matured past an 18-year old now.
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Q.  Michael, how do your nerves compare now?  Did you have a problem getting it 
done earlier?  Did you feel the heat more than you do now?

MICHAEL ALLEN:  Oh, without question.  I mean, one spot that shook me when I was 
a kid was leading the L.A. Open my first year on Tour going into the third round, and I 
mean, I was so nervous I hit the ball to the other side of the tent that was out of bounds 
on the first hole.  Big tent to the left of the first fairway, it was well out there, and I didn't 
even hit the good side of the tent, I hit the other side.  I was so nervous then.  

Now I just realize I'm a little more mature, life is going to be okay, and I enjoy what I'm 
doing, I enjoy the competition.  I trust in myself a lot more than I used to, hence the 
competition doesn't scare me like it used to.  To me, I'm having a good time out there.  I 
truly am.  That's what's fun sometimes, to be a little nervous and no one's shooting at 
you.  We're just playing golf.  To me, I'm having a great time.

Q.  Talk a little bit about the early days playing Olympic and the most recent 
experience you had. 

MICHAEL ALLEN:  Yeah, I mean, growing up there I was 14, which is the youngest you 
could join as a junior member, but your father had to be a member, too.  So I was able 
to join then and I was a member of, you know -- sometime, I guess, in the summer or 
kind of around the beginning or end of the summer, my father would drop me off on his 
way to work sometimes and I would play.  And his good friend, Dr. Morgan, used to 
come out and I would play nine holes, he would play five holes at lunch.  So I remember 
some of those days.

It used to be a great club there.  Johnny Swanson, all these wonderful people that you 
went in the bar and they just told stories, and they would go out and teach you to putt.  I 
just spent so many wonderful days there as a young man associated with all these 
people.  Not only that, just playing one of the great golf courses in the world.  I've 
always loved being there.  

Then I would go back now and the golf course is -- I hadn't played in probably three or 
four years, and then -- because of the Charles Schwab Cup, I played the last few 
years.  And I don't care for the membership as much.  It's all snooty.  You can't even 
wear a hat downstairs or anything.  Not to be negative against women, but there's 
women -- there's no men's club anymore there.  It used to be women above and men 
down below, and now it's everything.  But, I mean, that's okay.  It's the modern days, I 
can understand that.

But now the club, the golf course is so good.  I mean, it's just such a wonderful golf 
course now.  They've redone it.  The course is in impeccable condition.  We used to 
play -- the putting greens were like fairways.  To make a three-foot putt, you had to 
really be able to roll the ball because it was awful, and now the course is pristine.  I think 
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it's going to be just a wonderful open venue.  It's been a great part of my life hope.  I 
answered it somewhat.

Q.  How many years were you a member there?

MICHAEL ALLEN:  I've been a member there since I was 14.

Q.  You're still a member there?

MICHAEL ALLEN:  Yeah.

Q.  (Inaudible.) 

MICHAEL ALLEN:  No, I won't go spectate.  I'll spectate from TV.  Hopefully, that won't 
be an option.  As I say, I'm going to go up there and work real hard to get in that 
qualifying.  I'm going to go up four, five days early, even though I've played the course a 
lot, and make sure I'm ready to go and give it the best I've got.  Whatever happen's 
going to happen.  It will be my last chance, so it will be fun.  It will be a long walk.  36 
holes is a long walk for an old guy.

Q.  Do you remember what you shot in '87 trying to qualify? 

MICHAEL ALLEN:  I didn't shoot very well.  I didn't get through the first stage, I don't 
think.  Then I went back -- I was just going to quit, go back and work for Morgan 
Stanley. 

I had another five weeks on the European Tour and I finished like fifth, third, fourth, 
seventh, and kept my card, and somehow I'm still going. 

But no, it was one of those things that kind of keeps you going in life.  It got me into 
playing golf and I started playing.  So from that I didn't make it, and I've never made it 
into -- actually there was one, what was it, it was in '98, I was first alternate in the 
whole country and didn't get in.  One of the few years they didn't let -- not one alternate 
got in.  So there's been some disappointment there, but that's what's kept me going.  I'm 
still playing golf, I'm 53 and life is great.

Q.  (Inaudible.) 

MICHAEL ALLEN:  I played in a U.S. Open (inaudible) never the Olympic Club or 
Pebble Beach; the venues close to me. 

Q.  Talking about close calls, I think I read that you were (inaudible) on the money 
list in 2010 and (inaudible).  Did you ever feel (inaudible) or that you're unlucky in 
any way?  You seem to be very low-key and mellow about things, but you don't 
feel unlucky anyway?

 www.tee-scripts.com 6

http://tee-scripts.com
http://tee-scripts.com


MICHAEL ALLEN:  Well, I know my career certainly could have been a whole lot better.  
That year was tough because being I hadn't had a better career out here, I had to stay 
in the top 30 out here in order to be exempt, because the PGA was up and (inaudible) 
so I could play.  So that year, that was like my 32nd tournament I played and I never 
played more than 24 or 5 or 6, I don't think, in my life.  Especially being 51 years old, 
that was pretty taxing on me.  

So it was very frustrating because that would have been great.  I would love to still have 
an opportunity to play where I would like to.  I would be playing out here for the most 
part anyhow, but I would like to have those opportunities.  

Yeah, that one hurt a little bit.  But then last year I could have played a lot more and I 
didn't.  It is where it is.  I'm here.  I've seen a lot of guys who had really good careers 
who are really struggling these days.  We got through those hard times in my life when 
we couldn't afford insurance for the kids, so we've had those periods.  Now life is great.  
I mean, financially we're doing as good as I've ever done in my life, and I'm enjoying 
what I do and I'm healthy and life's great.

Q.  Why couldn't you afford insurance for your kids?

MICHAEL ALLEN:  Oh, my first few years on Tour, I just wasn't making any money.  
When I quit playing for three years (inaudible) I tried building homes, worked at Winged 
Foot.  I think my $16,000 reported income wasn't enough to afford insurance due. 

DAVE SENKO:  Everyone okay?  Thanks much.

MICHAEL ALLEN:  My pleasure.
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