
                                 

INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  MICHAEL ALLEN
Sunday, April 15, 2012

DAVE SENKO:  Okay.  Michael, congratulations.  Your second win on the Champions 
Tour, $240,000, 240 Charles Schwab Cup points, and you now move into the lead with 
620 points, almost 160 points ahead of Bernhard.  You become the 21st different winner 
in the 25-year history of this event.  

So with that, maybe just share some thoughts on your victory today and then we'll get 
some questions.

MICHAEL ALLEN:  I guess what comes to mind, it doesn't look like I have a very good 
chance of winning next year.

Yeah, it's been a really nice day.  I've never really had a five shot lead, so you go out 
and nobody knows what to expect.  Fuzzy told me to play like I was broke, so I tried to 
do that.

A little shaky early, but I thought I was playing really well and just kind of kept hanging in 
there.  I knew I was going to start playing well, so it's nice to get that first birdie though 
on the 5th hole.  That kind of got me feeling where I'm still in control and playing well 
and keep playing.

DAVE SENKO:  Do you want to just take us back to your start?  What happened on 
numbers 3 and 4, the bogeys? 

MICHAEL ALLEN:  3, I really thought I hit a good tee shot.  It was early in the round so 
I just misjudged the wind.  It ended up over by the cart path.  So I was still on the cart 
path, hit my shot and it came up on the front of the green with the pin all the way back 
left, so I three-putted.

Then 4 I hit driver off the tee because I was tired of hitting 3-wood at that bunker and in 
it and stuff, so I hit what I thought was a perfect tee shot.  I knew I was going to run a 
hair through just in the light rough.  And I hit a very good shot from there, pitching 
wedge, kind of with the wind out of the right and I thought it was absolutely perfect from 
140 yards, but it just bounced on the back of the green, went all the way over, down the 
hill and not in very good shape.  But I actually made a nice four-footer there for a 
bogey, to be honest.  I hit two really good shots on the hole, to end up making bogey.  
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But then after that I hit a nice 4-iron off the tee, hit a little 54 wedge into the green to 
about five feet and made that, which kind of helped things, kind of soothed things a little 
bit.

Then on 7 I hit a really nice tee shot.  I hit an Adams hybrid into that green, which I 
missed just left, but I hit a very good chip up in the air to about three feet and made that 
for par.

DAVE SENKO:  12?

MICHAEL ALLEN:  Then 12 I hit a drive and I had just a nice kind of little 7-iron into 
that and I was able to keep it right of the hole so it didn't spin off to the left.  It was a nice 
pin there, pretty easy two-putt.  

Then 14 was a very long par 5.  I hit a good drive and a really good 3-wood into the 
right bunker where I blasted out to about eight feet and was able to make a nice putt 
there, and that really kind of gave me the calm to finish it off with no problem.  Thought I 
was in good position there.  

Then I got to 17 and hit a beautiful 4-iron to the back of the green there, made about a 
20-footer.  And after I hit my good tee shot on 18 I was able to light the cigar.  So that 
was my day.

DAVE SENKO:  Questions?

Q.  Mike, very rarely does someone win a tournament on Saturday whose last 
name isn't Woods.  How hard was it today for you preparing knowing that all you 
need to do is shoot 70?

MICHAEL ALLEN:  Well, you never quite know what you really have to do until it's over.  
You know, last night I just went out with the guys and tried not to think about it too much.  
And as I said, Fuzzy gave me a little piece of advice, play like you're broke, so I tried to 
play like that.  

I wasn't going to give anything away, so I got up today and I felt good.  I slept great last 
night.  I've never slept on a five-shot lead, so I didn't know what it was like.  I haven't 
slept on many leads in my life anyhow.  For me, I just felt like I was playing really well.  I 
thought -- coming down, I thought I should win this tournament.

Q.  (Inaudible.) 

MICHAEL ALLEN:  Made two eagles?  Oh, God.  You know, I just kind of figured that 
someone was going to make a run.  I thought someone was going to make a little more 
of a run yesterday.  I know it was pretty tough with the wind.  So I kind of knew someone 
was going to do it.  Even when I made two bogeys I saw I was still up by a couple shots, 
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I thought.  I was in still in good shape where they still had to come to me if I didn't let 
them in the game. 

Q.  Were you still pretty calm after the 4th hole?  Feeling anxious at all?

MICHAEL ALLEN:  I think the most anxious moment was really trying to make that 
four-footer for bogey because it's happened before when I had a lead.  Usually I'm 
playing John Cook, he always seems to have my number.  So I'll go out, make a bogey 
or two, and then he'll make a birdie and all of a sudden there's this big swing, and I 
didn't want that to happen.  Those two putts on 4 and 5 were really what kind of got me 
to be a little more comfortable.  I knew I was in my game, I knew I was putting well, so I 
felt if I could just hang in there, I could make some birdies out there and play this course 
pretty well. 

Q.  You just mentioned it, but talk about how big that birdie putt was on 5 to kind 
of get you back --

MICHAEL ALLEN:  Yeah, you know, it's just one of those things, you know, you want to 
know that you're still doing what you're trying to do.  You know, am I hitting my putts 
where I'm trying to hit them.  That was a nice kind of left center putt.  I had to hit it right 
where I was supposed to, get it rolling properly.  You know, I felt like I'm still in control of 
this.  I felt comfortable inside, but you want to see what kind of happens there.  So yeah, 
that was a big putt for me to know I could make that.  And it also gets momentum back 
knowing I'm not going to start missing four, five footers, which is really the only way you 
shoot bad sores, when you start missing a lot of those. 

Q.  Also, that put on 17 really slammed the door.  When it went in, you must 
have --

MICHAEL ALLEN:  Yeah, I thought at that point I was -- I thought I'm playing well 
enough that I could make a par, a bogey coming in, but that obviously made it 
comfortable with a three-shot lead.  Once I hit a good tee shot on 18, I felt that I was -- 
I could screw up -- I couldn't screw up quite that bad hopefully.  Never say never, of 
course.  I know that.  I've said that before.

Yeah, after the tee shot -- I've seen Jasper do it a lot.  If he could do it, I figured I could.

Q.  Mike, could you talk a little bit about your emotions on the 18th nailing down 
another victory and what does this one mean to you?

MICHAEL ALLEN:  You know, to be honest, I just -- I played a lot of really good golf 
out here.  I knew it was going to come again soon, so it's very nice to get it over with.  It 
was a relief.  You know, 18 -- I don't know if I answered your question very well.  The 
emotions were great.  
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What it means to me, it's been a long time since I beat these guys.  I haven't beat them 
very often.  So it's -- you know, it's very nice to get on 18 and finally go, man, I got 
them all and I beat them pretty handily and was comfortable doing it.  I didn't really have 
a lot of stress out there.  I'm playing with Sandy Lyle, too, who is a wonderful guy to play 
with, as easygoing as there is, so that helps a lot, too.  You don't have someone biting at 
your feet all day.  So that grouping made it a little bit easier for me.

Q.  Did you ever feel like Perry was a threat to overtake you, and do you feel like 
this is a course and a tournament that you could win over and over again?  Are 
you comfortable with it like that?

MICHAEL ALLEN:  Well, I think this course sets up well for me.  I'm a little bit longer 
than probably most of the guys, so I'm hitting kind of some shorter clubs in.  To me it's 
not a really difficult driving course.  There's a few really good holes you have to hit it on, 
but it's not a difficult driving course for me.  So yeah, I feel this course suits my game 
pretty well.  The greens I seemed to figure out a little better this year than last year.  I 
certainly like to think I could win a few more times, but history says I'm not going to do 
very well. 

Q.  Michael, could you talk a little bit the resiliency of your career?  I mean, not a 
lot of people would still be chasing it with some of the breaks that went away.  I 
know you've been close a couple of times, but how would you describe your 
career and why are you at it still?  

MICHAEL ALLEN:  You know, that's a good question for me.  In my early days, 
especially when I got on Tour, I had a great time traveling Europe and seeing the world.  
But when I came over here and started to play with all these stars that I had known 
growing up as a kid, it was very intimidating for me.  I remember having the lead at the 
L.A. Open my first year after two rounds and there used to be a tent to the left of the 
fairway there which was out of bounds.  Not only did I not hit the tent, I hit it left of the 
tent, so that's how nervous I was.  

It was kind of a downward period from there.  I was lucky I was so good at Q school, I 
never would have had a job.  I look back, my God, it's pretty amazing how many times I 
got through trying to support a family, young kids and not really making a lot of money 
because you're at Q school.  So I've certainly been through a lot of difficult times.  

And then when I quit and tried working -- I worked at Winged Foot, I built some homes, 
I tried doing a lot of different things.  When a friend got me back into playing golf, they 
put -- I wasn't even trying.  I was teaching golf at Sun Ridge Canyon, playing some 
mini tours just to put some more money on the table.  I wasn't making any money, so we 
were struggling month to month for sure.  

But when a friend kind of got me back on, all of a sudden you realized how hard it is in 
the real word to make a living.  I appreciate everybody out there that makes a hundred 
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thousand, anything, to put money on your table for a family is a very hard thing in the 
world. 

So for me coming back out and playing golf, and I was able to make a living on the 
Nationwide Tour for a couple years, actually exercise and work out and to actually go 
practice, things I actually enjoyed doing after trying to be a contractor.  I get a phone, 
everybody started calling, I had this great life, you know.  No one called and I had no -- 

So those times were very very tough, and getting back on Tour, I met Mike Mitchell, it 
was a big turnaround in my life, and so hence, you know, all of a sudden I realized I 
could play golf, make a lot better living than I can trying to build homes.  

And having said that, the last eight years have been great.  I've kept my card pretty 
much every year.  I've never had to go back to Q school.  Now the Champions Tour has 
been great for me.  I feel I can still play on Tour, but this is wonderful, I'm having a great 
time, able to make a good living and enjoying what I do.  I love coming out here on a 
day like this and you play hard, you practice, and this is what it's about.  I mean you're a 
little nervous, yeah, but that's what's fun.  I had a great time here and I appreciate it 
from all the struggles I've had in life and in golf.

Q.  Mike, I don't want to jinx you, but you've got six straight rounds in the 60s.  I 
don't know if you even know that.  But do you have a sense, especially with the 
start you're off to in 2012, that this could be sort of a dominant year for you on 
this Tour?

MICHAEL ALLEN:  Well, I mean, not to be arrogant or cocky in any way, I certainly 
have gone out playing to win the Charles Schwab Cup.  I work hard for that.  It's my 
number one goal besides getting in the Open at the Olympic Club, where I grew up.  So 
those are my two main things.  Hey, that was my goal last year, too, but I feel this year 
I'm playing well, I'm comfortable with the guys, I'm comfortable where I'm at and know 
my way around now.  I feel like I should have a very good shot at it for sure.

Q.  Knowing what you know now, if you could do it again, do you think you would 
have more success -- do you think the maturity you've gained, because 
obviously you can hit the ball --  

MICHAEL ALLEN:  Yeah.  Well, I mean, yeah, that's kind of like a good friend of mine, 
Spencer Levin, I always try and tell him just to relax and have fun, you know?

Because when you're older you kind of realize in life and then things are going to turn 
out in the end anyhow for the most part, if you work hard and do the right things. 

So, yeah, would I love to be 30 and starting all over with Mike Mitchell and everything 
going my way, oh, without a question.  I think I could have had a career where people 
actually know who I was, you know?  
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But having said that, this is a great opportunity now and life has its things and I wouldn't 
change anything.  I've had a great life and I've met great people, seen the world.  It's 
been fun for me, especially now when you can relax and enjoy it a little more.

Q.  On the other side of the coin, does what you've been through make you 
appreciate this better now?

MICHAEL ALLEN:  Without question, what I've been through makes me -- makes this 
worth everything because I worked so hard.  Finally my wife, my family, we're getting 
comfortable in life and we've made it through those hard times.  And you see other 
people that had so much success when they were younger that are struggling, trying to 
get out here and play on this Tour.  It's a wonderful place to be.  It's a chance to do what 
we love doing at a later time in life when you have a hard time competing in other 
worlds and you don't have to fight it out selling mortgages. 

DAVE SENKO:  Okay.  Everyone all set?  Thank you.

Q.  What was the cigar?  What brand?

MICHAEL ALLEN:  That was actually a Crossfire.  A friend of mine, Brook, out here 
gives them out.  He has a company.  He's a wonderful guy, good friend of Ted Schulz.  
But I went down to Ybor City last night and bought a whole bunch of nice Dominican 
--whatever they make down here.  J.J. said fresh cigars are better, I agree, it was great 
down there.  Ybor, I don't know, I don't know how to say it.  What a great little area, too.

Q.  Joseph Garnett with the Times. 

MICHAEL ALLEN:  Hi, Joe.

Q.  One question.  If you can talk about the fans.  I ran into some people who 
became your fourth ring cousins. 

MICHAEL ALLEN:  Yeah, last year when I came here the first time, I was out late I think 
Tuesday evening or maybe Wednesday and I was out by the 4th green and there were 
some people over there and -- drinking, seemed like having a good time. 

So, you know, I just, hey, what are you doing?  They're yelling at me, I'm yelling back.  
So they've just kind of become friends over the last year.  And this year after Friday I 
went over and they have a big tiki bar by their pool, and so we had a good time.  They 
had a bunch of people, they have a little band.  They're having a good time.  

As I said, I met a lot of nice people there.  Well, all over the place, so it was fun.  I guess 
they told that story about cousins, trying to get into the 17th hole, said they were my 
cousins so they could get inside the ropes to see me last year.  They've been fun, sweet 
people.
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Q.  We talked about Bo Watson before.  Any chance of you becoming like that on 
this Tour?

MICHAEL ALLEN:  Who's that, like Bubba?

Q.  Yeah, I'm sorry, Bubba Watson. 

MICHAEL ALLEN:  Well, I don't know.  Bubba's kind of unique.  I don't know if I could 
ever be like Bubba.  My chest isn't as hairy, you know.  I don't think I've got the dance 
moves he's got, you know. 

It's a wonderful story, Bubba, and I'm very happy for him.  He's a nice guy.  Got to know 
him the last few years.  That's wonderful.  That place is wonderful for him, he can hit 
shots.  I can't stand to watch him hit a golf ball, but I'll tell you what, he can play shots 
that no one else on the planet can play and he can hit incredible golf shots.  My hat's off 
to him.  To win that tournament is just phenomenal.  He's got a great game.

DAVE SENKO:  Thanks, Michael.

MICHAEL ALLEN:  Thank you much, guys.
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