
                                 

INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT: SANDY LYLE
Saturday, April 14, 2012

MODERATOR:  Well, Sandy, 4-under after two rounds, another 69 today.  Maybe just 
get us started, talk about your day.  It looks like five birdies, a bogey, and then you had 
the double at 14, but maybe just kind of a recap of your day.

SANDY LYLE:  2-under is a little disappointing, as much as it was yesterday as well.  I 
played well enough, enough birdies.  The double bogey on the par 5 was a little bit of a 
setback for me, I forget what hole, 14? 

MODERATOR:  14, yeah.

SANDY LYLE:  It was going for the green and hit it just a slight bit left, the same as 
yesterday, I'm talking about inches almost, ended up in the water.  And today it cost me 
a double and yesterday I still managed to get up and down for a 5.  I've been twice in 
the water there off good tee shots and good second shots, so a little frustrating.  

But generally the game's been pretty sharp.  It certainly wasn't sharp at the Masters last 
week for an 86 first round so I have to do a bit of hard work and a bit of video work, and 
then sort of ironed a few crimps out of the swing.  So far it's been pretty good this week.

MODERATOR:  Birdies, do you remember shots on your first -- well, you started at 
number 10.  Number 12, do you remember 12 and 13, your birdies, how long the putts 
were?

SANDY LYLE:  The 12th hole.

MODERATOR:  Par 5.

SANDY LYLE:  The par 5, I was just through the green on the left with a 7-iron second 
shot and chipped up to about a foot from the hole.  That was an easy birdie.

Was there one before that?

MODERATOR:  13 was the short --
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MICHAEL ALLEN:  Yeah, that was actually a good birdie.  That was the great escape.  
The tee shot finished up in a sand divot, it was not lying very good at all.  I'd rather fly 
the ball all the way to the pin if I have to, but decided to get a little 7-iron out and just 
play like a Texas run shot, and I ran it up and down the bank and got it to within about 
10 feet, which was a miracle shot.  Only about 110 yards out, but I was -- I had no 
chance of playing a sand wedge from the lie I had.  So that was one I kind of got away 
with and made a good birdie there.

MODERATOR:  Then 15, the -- after your double you came back with a birdie on 15. 

SANDY LYLE:  Yeah, I was just trying to remember the hole.  I've started on different 
nines both times.  I can't think of it right now, I'm drawing a blank. 

MODERATOR:  Okay.  And 17, the par 3, you had a bogey there.

SANDY LYLE:  Yeah, come up just short of the bunker in a heavy lie, so it wasn't 
very -- because the lie was so heavy, it wasn't easy to control the ball.  I ended up 
going about 10-foot past. 

MODERATOR:  What did you hit there? 

SANDY LYLE:  5-iron.

MODERATOR:  Then 1 and 2.  No. 1 you made a birdie.

SANDY LYLE:  Yeah, No. 1 from about 110 yards in I got it to about eight feet of the 
hole, made the putt.

MODERATOR:  And the next hole 2, the par 3.

SANDY LYLE:  Yeah, that was probably the best of the day, 7-iron about 190 over a 
hump, got it to within about two feet of the hole.  That was a safe birdie.  Even the last 
five or six holes today, I skimmed the hole for birdies, really good putts, sort of 10 feet, 
eight feet and didn't make one.  And I made one on the 9th hole.  I think it was the 9th. 

MODERATOR:  Yeah.

SANDY LYLE:  Made about an eight-footer the last hole for par.  It's tricky out there.  
There's a lot of wind, the greens are fast and hard in places, so I'm well pleased to be 
under par for two days.

MODERATOR:  Questions here?   

Q.  14th hole has been kind of a nemesis to a lot of players.  What's so tough 
about that hole?
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SANDY LYLE:  Well, it's just a good tee shot.  I hit the ball a long way and I've got 
absolute (inaudible) of a tee shot, so I'm within that range where I can reach the green.  
I think probably most of the field here this week will have to sort of lay up anyway, but it 
seems a waste if it's a good shot and just sort of lay up with 5-iron.  250 is a very 
comfortable distance to reach the green for me and I had quite a strong cross-wind 
today from left to right into, and I hit a good shot just down the left side.  I was expecting 
the ball to blow four, five or six meters back to the right and it landed on the wrong side 
of the hill and bump bump bump into the water.  It was so close to being good, but that's 
what TPC's all about, isn't it?  A little tricky.  If you get aggressive on it, they'll turn 
around and bite you real quick.  

The par 5s so far have not been very kind to me.  I've had a double already and I've had 
a bogey as well, so a few birdies, but I'm still really at the end of the day over two days 
and probably only about 1-under or level for the par 5s off good tee shots, which is a 
little frustrating.

Q.  You mentioned the conditions were kind of tough out there.  Are you surprised 
to see it at 9-under up on the board?

SANDY LYLE:  Not really, no.  I think at least 6 or 7 was on the cards you would have 
thought, and we all know how solid a player Michael Allen is.  He plays day in, day out, 
local matches, he's always competing and playing, so he's like Langer really.  He's 
pretty sound, and if he gets hot, there will be some good scoring.

Q.  So in chasing him do you take some risks tomorrow? 

SANDY LYLE:  I don't really need to take any more risks than I'm doing right now, I 
don't think.  Sometimes I'll have to pull the reins back, I think, on the par 5 holes and try 
not to be aggressive.  I think it's just play my own game right now.  I'm happy what I'm 
doing.  I've changed a few things in the swing, and compared to last week, 86 first round 
at Augusta, you feel a bit battered and bruised, and to go back and rethink and do a bit 
of video work.  I've got a bit of game back now, so it's really good.  I'm looking forward to 
next week now because I'm playing with Peter Senior, so I'll pull my weight as far as 
from a partner and make some birdies rather than suffering out there. 

Q.  How comfortable are you, Sandy, with this format?  Are you enjoying the 
engaging --

SANDY LYLE:  Yeah, I've played many a pro-ams and things, AT&T stuff, I enjoy it and 
I like to get involved with the guy you're playing with and help him out.  As long as they 
have a good day, that's what matters to me.  I'm not one of these ones that just put the 
blinkers on and not talk to your partner.  I'm going to help read the lines and give some 
advice when it's needed.  That's the main thing.  It's not all about me out there.  I enjoy 
it.  Some people maybe don't like it.  They find the amateurs can be a bit of a hindrance 
out there.
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Q.  Do you wait for them to ask you for advice, or do you offer?

SANDY LYLE:  You just work as a team.  A few times I've said out there, If you were my 
Ryder Cup partner, I would be strangling you right now because you put a lot of 
pressure on me.  He's a 7 handicap, so he's a pretty accomplished player.  And he has 
been, I think, scratch at one time.  

There's a few times where he ran putts past four feet and I'm sitting about six feet away.  
We could easily make bogey on the hole if we're not careful, but we got around okay.

MODERATOR:  Thanks, Sandy.
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