
                                 

INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  MICHAEL ALLEN
Saturday, April 14, 2012

MODERATOR:  Okay.  Well, Michael, thanks for joining us.  4-under 67 today, including 
no bogeys and pretty difficult conditions with the wind.  Maybe just talk about your day.  
It looked like two birdies and an eagle on number 12? 

MICHAEL ALLEN:  Yeah, front nine I got off to a pretty good start I thought, and I was 
playing pretty well.  Just the wind was blowing from different directions.  It was 
supposed to be out of the southeast and it started out north, went to south and all over.  
I was hitting some pretty good shots, but never coming up close. 

Then the back nine, I don't know, I just seemed to be playing a little bit better on the 
back nine.  I was able to wake up a little bit more.  Senior Tour, you're not supposed to 
play so early.  

Anyhow, I was able to hang in there.  The key to the thing was I made two good pars, I 
hit a bad shot on 14, my second shot went in the water and I was able to get up and 
down from about 100 yards and make par.  That was a big benefit.  

And then 17 I hit a decent shot, but hit the edge of a sprinkler and kicked back and left, 
and I had to make about a 15-footer there and I was able to.  So those two things were 
really nice.

MODERATOR:  Birdies, number 11, shot sequence on 11.

MICHAEL ALLEN:  Yeah, 11, downwind 185, I hit 7-iron to about probably 20 feet and 
made par -- made the putt for birdie.

The next hole I had -- I hit driver perfect right, just short of the water.  I had 7-iron 
again.  Didn't hit a great shot, hit a little bit left and made the longest putt I made all 
year, made at least a 40-footer on the left center of the green.  That was nice to make 
eagle there.  

18 I just hit a drive and just a little pitching wedge in there to about five feet or so.

MODERATOR:  Questions? 
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MICHAEL ALLEN:  Got you all covered already?  You guys are easy. 

Q.  Was it a matter of the front nine being a little more difficult, or was it just that 
you had to wake up? 

MICHAEL ALLEN:  I just thought the front nine, once we got towards the back nine the 
wind kind of settled in kind of southeast, so I had a much better idea how the wind was 
blowing.  Every hole kind of turns all over, it's kind of hard to figure the wind.  So the 
front I thought I did hit some good shots but they never came up very close.  I would 
catch a little downwind and they would be 20 feet past.  That was awkward on the front 
nine.  

On the back nine I had much better opportunities to make some birdies there.  I had 
some more good opportunities I missed, but it was -- you know, once you kind of know 
where the wind is, at least you can make a better educated guess about how to play the 
shot.

Q.  Is that going to play a big factor out here today, the wind? 

MICHAEL ALLEN:  Yeah, I think it'll be a little bit easier now in that it's may be blowing 
a little harder, but the wind's kind of blowing out of the southeast pretty consistently now.  
I think the guys will have a little easier time doing it, but there were some good pins out 
there today, too.

Q.  I noticed like when you were 50 you were still spending most of your time on 
the PGA TOUR? 

MICHAEL ALLEN:  Yeah.

Q.  Are you kind of in the mindset now of being a little more full time on this Tour 
and kind of concentrating on that more? 

MICHAEL ALLEN:  Yeah, I'm definitely out here pretty much full time.  Last year -- in 
hindsight, I'm playing pretty well, I would like to be playing a few Tour events.  I spent 
my time out here and it's a great place to play.  I'm going to be out here for -- you know, 
I wish I had spent a little more time there last year just to have some more opportunity 
to play right now.  That's always been my goal, to win on Tour, which I haven't been able 
to do.  Yeah, I'm happy I'm going to be out here.  I'll probably play all but two events out 
here this year.

Q.  Last one for me.  You won the Senior Open in 2009.  Do you think maybe that 
you should have won a few more in between there?

MICHAEL ALLEN:  Yeah, I mean, I think I should win quite often out here.  These guys 
have beaten me my whole life so I don't expect them not to.  They're still great players.  
That's the fun of it, that's the great thing about this Tour.  You know, when I play well out 
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here, I usually do always have a chance to win, but obviously it's been very tough.  It's 
hard to win out here.  These guys have always been great players.

Q.  Got a lot of rounds in the 60s this year.  You must like the 60s.  Is there any 
particular part of your game that's been real solid right from January on?

MICHAEL ALLEN:  Yeah, my ball striking's been pretty good the last kind of eight years 
or so.  Right now I'm working on some things the last month or so with my coach.  It's 
really kind of helped me a lot.  I think I've really come into something right now, keep my 
hips back on a different plane there, that's really helping a lot.  

Overall this year I think I've been pretty consistent with the putter for the most part.  It's 
been pretty good for me.  I'm getting more comfortable out here and I kind of feel like 
I'm playing solid, I'm not pushing too hard.  I'm just kind of playing and letting it happen.  
So maybe it's the physical part, but maybe the mental part, too, a little more 
comfortable.

Q.  If you're the last guy off the tee tomorrow, are you going to play it any 
differently?  Are you going to be more cautious at all, or that's not your 
approach? 

MICHAEL ALLEN:  I'm going after everything.  No, I'm going to do kind of what I do 
now.  I'm trying to play the same way.  I try and play for me -- it's kind of when you're 
young, you don't know what to play the shot you should, you kind of play the shot you're 
comfortable with.  Right now I feel like I'm able to play the shot I should be able to play a 
little bit more.  I'm trying to play the proper shot a little bit more.  It's made me a little 
more -- maybe a little more comfortable with my game.  

You know, we don't sit here and have a lot of 4-irons on this Tour on the par 4s, you 
know, so it makes it a little more comfortable for me.  So yeah, but I'm going to try and 
go out and do what I've been doing the last few days.  It's been working pretty well so 
far.

Q.  Do you think guys are looking at that 9-under right now and you're in the 
clubhouse, do you think they're kind of pressing a little bit since it's just a 
three-round sprint? 

MICHAEL ALLEN:  Yeah, they know they've got to shoot 2- or 3-under to get in the 
ballgame.  I know for me, whenever I see a score like that, it's kind of I've got to go out 
and play.  Start like I did, nine pars in the front, you're kind of come on, let's get things 
going.  The back nine's got a few holes that are easier birdies but, you know, none are 
that easy.  Yeah, they've got to be pushing a little bit, hopefully. 
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