
                                 

INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT: BERNHARD LANGER
Friday, April 13, 2012

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Bernhard, 33-34 and 4-under 67 to start the 2012 Encompass 
Insurance Pro-Am.  You missed last year with thumb surgery, so you come back to the 
place you've had success.  Just talk about your opening round. 

BERNARD LANGER:  Yeah, it's nice to be back.  The course is in fantastic condition.  
We had a beautiful day out there, not much wind.  It's a great shotmaker's golf course 
and I was pleased with my shotmaking.  The putter could have been a little bit better, 
but overall it's okay.  I started on 10 and was able to birdie number 12 with driver, 
5-iron, two putts from about 40 feet.  And then the next hole I hit hybrid off the tee and 
pitching wedge, or actually sand wedge to about six feet.  14, I hit driver, 6-iron layup, 
full sand wedge to two feet.  Then I three-putted from about 30 feet after hitting driver, 
7-iron.  Then 4 was hybrid, 6-iron to about six feet.  And 8, almost holed my 8-iron, it 
lipped out and ended up about six inches.

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Real encouraged (inaudible)  

BERNARD LANGER:  Very encouraged with my ball striking, a little bit upset with my 
putting.

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Okay.  We'll just go to questions.  Wait for the mic if you could, 
please.

Q.  Is this really the kind of start that you have to get off to when it's a three-day 
event?  You kind of have to think low right away?

PLAYER:  Well, you don't have to, but it's always proof that you need to be somewhere 
close, you can't be eight shots behind or 10 and still go on to win.  That can be done if 
you shoot a couple of course records, but generally you don't want to be too far behind 
the leaders.

Q.  You mentioned it wasn't a good day for the putter.  Was it just one of those 
days, or have you been struggling with the putter for a while?  

BERNARD LANGER:  Last week I wasn't happy either at the Masters, but up until that 
my putting stats haven't been too bad this year.  (Inaudible) is always a bit of a tough 
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venue because of the (inaudible) greens, I don't think anybody putts them great.  Just, 
you know, a matter of -- I'm striking it okay on the putting green, just a matter of taking 
it out there.  The greens are not that easy to read.  There's a bit of grain out there, and 
sometimes the grain grabs it and other times it doesn't.  And it influences the speed a 
lot.  Into the grain they're slow and down-grain they're really fast.

Q.  Is it nice to have a round like this after Friday at the Masters? 

BERNARD LANGER:  Yeah, you know, I didn't play bad Friday, I had some really bad 
breaks.  I had like seven mud balls.  Made a seven on 13 that should have been a four 
because of mud, and then started back on 15 into the water after hitting the perfect 
shot.  So you've got five shots right there in two holes.  Then a couple other mud balls.  
Like 18, it had mud on the left, it went 30 yards right in the bunker and had no shot.  I 
could tell you a bunch of other ones, too, but who cares. 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Any changes, Bernhard, on the course from the last time you 
were here?  See any differences from the way it played today? 

BERNARD LANGER:  Well, the course is a lot firmer.  Last time we had a lot of rain, 
two years ago anyway, and then we got rained out, so the course is playing a lot faster, 
a lot firmer.  The greens are quite firm in places, too, and it's in fantastic condition.

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Okay.  Anybody got anything else?  Okay.  We'll let you go.  
Continued good luck. 

BERNARD LANGER:  You're welcome.  Thank you.
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