
                                 

INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT: BRUCE FLEISHER
Friday, April 13, 2012

MODERATOR:  Bruce, thanks for joining us.  Great start, 65, 6-under.  You're our 
leader going into tomorrow.  Maybe just get us started, talk about your day.  It looks like 
seven birdies and just the one blemish at number 11. 

BRUCE FLEISHER:  Yeah, that hole, I'm never sure of that hole.  It was totally 
unexpected.  I took my retirement this year, I'm only going to play a handful, so honestly, 
my expectation was way beyond certainly not at the point that I did today because I 
haven't been playing at all.  Many things have happened I guess in this wonderful game 
we play that started off on 10.  I birdied 10 from about 12 feet, hit driver, 6-iron.  I 
bogeyed 11.

MODERATOR:  What happened on 11? 

BRUCE FLEISHER:  11, I hit the wrong club, I came up short.  Hit a very poor chip shot 
and I made 4.  12, I had a chance to birdie, I missed about a five-footer there, but 
insurmountable, I guess.

MODERATOR:  What did you hit on number 11? 

BRUCE FLEISHER:  6-iron.  I should have hit 5.  I thought I was stronger than I am, 
but I'm not.  Let's see, 13, I had about 60 yards and knocked it up about a foot, kind of 
got me charged up a little bit.

Next hole I hit another wonderful wind shot in there to about six feet, made that.

I actually kept the round going on the next hole.  On 15 I made about an eight-footer for 
par and it kind of kept me going.  Then I hit a wonderful shot to about two feet on 16, I 
think it is.  Yeah, 16.  And I hit two good shots, 17, 18, made par.  Two-putt on 1 after a 
poor approach shot.  Came around to 4, hit a really good 7-iron to about 12 feet and 
made that.

Let's see, I see here, a short hole, what's that, 5, 6? 

MODERATOR:  Number 5.
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BRUCE FLEISHER:  Number 5 I hit 9-iron to about five feet.  Then I hit 9-iron to 7 -- 
no, to 6 for about 10 feet.  I really, I putted exceptionally well today.  I don't know where 
it came from, but I saved par -- I saved par on 8 from about six feet.  It was a pretty 
good two-putt on 9.

MODERATOR:  Rodney, do you have questions here?

Q.  You mentioned retirement.  Are you slowing down this year, just playing in a 
couple of tournaments, or --

BRUCE FLEISHER:  You know what, I can sit here and second guess myself, but I've 
been wanting to do this the last couple years.  I've kind of talked myself into it.  This 
Tour, and of course I keep telling friends and family that this is not for 63-year olds.  You 
have to move on, maybe write another chapter in your life.  

But I had a wonderful run.  I don't need to prove anything anymore to anybody, 
especially to myself.  I've always enjoyed this particular venue here at this golf course.  
Not that I'm saying I'm going to have a good week yet, mind you, but I've played very, 
very little golf.  Like I said earlier, my expectations were really not very high whatsoever.  
So today was a bonus, it was a wonderful day.  Maybe it will continue, I'm not quite 
sure. 

But as far as retirement, yes, I'm allowed -- I'm not on the fence, I'm trying to find 
(inaudible) that I want to play in.  My wife travels less and less.  It's not fun out here 
alone anymore.  And I have a grandson who, quite frankly, I would rather be with.  I 
know where my head is, don't get me wrong, but it's been very good to me.  This Tour's 
been very good to me.

Q.  Just as far as this round goes, was there a point where you sensed things -- 
did you feel good off the first tee?

BRUCE FLEISHER:  I was nervous as hell.  I've got to tell you something.  It's hard to 
sit here and, you know, I've just played no golf.  I've practiced, but I've played very little 
golf golf as we know.  I actually picked my clubs up a week and a half ago to try to get 
ready for this, so yeah, I was nervous.  But you know what, I got comfortable pretty fast.  
It took two or three holes playing with my best friend, Tom Jenkins.  I think he shot 
3-under today, played beautifully today.  That always helps too.  I they'll try to pair us up 
the next week, it's kind of fun on that note, too.

Q.  You've had so much success on this Tour early when you joined it, and it's 
been a while.  Does that winning feeling ever go away, how to close out a 
tournament?

BRUCE FLEISHER:  I'm trying to grab (inaudible.)  I think it does, yeah.  Just trying to 
be honest, if I get in position, I'm sure the nerves will be there and hopefully (inaudible) 
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that's what choking is -- I don't like that word "choking."  It's the ability to be able to 
control your muscular makeup, right, under pressure.  

So you know what, this is a bonus, honestly.  Today was really certainly a surprise.  But 
you know what, I hit the ball beautifully, it wasn't luck.  I can't figure that out.  I actually 
hit some good shots when I needed to.  Sometimes you kind of skank it, but I hit 3-iron 
into 18 and I just hit a beautiful shot, I hit a beautiful shot into 17.  I'm swinging pretty 
good.

Q.  Do you have a tournament planned after this?

BRUCE FLEISHER:  Yeah, I'm going to play next week.  Then, you know, the Tour this 
year, if you look at it, it's difficult.  They've got us running seems like all over the place.  
I'm going to try to choose the ones -- I don't think I'm going to play in the majors.  
Walking is no fun, it's no fun anymore, especially five rounds of it.  

So I'm going -- I may play in the Senior Open.  I haven't really decided only because I 
won it years back, but see how it all] -- I enjoy Seattle, I enjoy Pebble Beach, I enjoy 
Endicott.  I think I'm going to play Des Moines.  I'll find 10, 11 events this year, it will 
keep me busy.  

What's kind of neat, my next level, there is a gentleman actually at a golf tournament out 
here named Val Halamandaris with Home Care Hospice, and I'm getting involved with 
that particular charity in a major, major way.  In fact, they tried to make me a poster boy, 
which is hard to believe, a poster boy for Hospice Home Care and I'm going to be 
rubbing shoulders it looks like possibly with presidents and senators and congressmen.  
I'm going to use golf as a tool to get the word out and I think it's going to be fun.  It's 
going to be the next part of my life.

MODERATOR:  You guys okay?  Thanks, Bruce.

BRUCE FLEISHER:  Thanks, guys.  Appreciate it.  Hope to see you again.  I kind of like 
it up here.
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