
                                 

INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  TOM WATSON
Thursday, April 12, 2012

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Good afternoon, Tom.  A two-time Encompass Insurance 
Pro-Am champion making your second start on the Champions Tour this year after a tie 
for seventh at the Mitsubishi Electric Championship.  A few thoughts about coming back 
to this event in Tampa where you've had such success.

TOM WATSON:  Well, as you so aptly put it, this is the first place I ever won in Florida 
here.  It took me 30, I don't know, 35 years to win here, something like that, maybe 34, 
35 years to win in Florida.  I confirmed the following year, I won it back to back. 

I like the golf course.  This is a very, very good golf course.  Great finish, best finish we 
have on the Champions Tour.  The last holes on this golf course, you'd better be right on 
your game.  You can make some big numbers, and it's a -- it's a really challenge.  It's a 
fun golf course to play and it's difficult in spots.  The greens are in wonderful shape, 
putting fast.  Not quite as fast as last week at the Masters, but there's some putts out 
there that kind of rival them when it gets a little dry on top of the mounds.  You add a 
little bit of wind to this golf course and this is all you want.  This is a real fine test of golf.

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Okay.  Maybe touch on your game coming in here, Tom.  Missed 
the cut last week at Augusta.  You haven't played a whole lot of golf this year.

TOM WATSON:  Well, I haven't.  There have been some problems, some parts are kind 
of wearing out and kind of hurting a little bit here and there.  I've -- I had a pretty good 
second round last week, I played pretty well, but I had an awful first round so I really 
didn't have a chance to make the cut.  I just hope I can get my body in shape to play this 
week.  It's a little bit off right now and I hope it comes around.  I practiced pretty well on 
Tuesday back in Kansas City, hit some good shots, and my putting is very good right 
now, which I'm very happy to say I'm putting the ball very well and it's the first time I've 
been able to say that in a long time.  That bodes well for that part of the game at least. 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Okay.  We'll open it up for questions.  We are transcribing this, so 
please raise your hand and wait for the mic.   

Q.  What hurts in your body, or what doesn't hurt? 
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TOM WATSON:  My right arm here is a little bit down right now.  It's not acting right.  I'm 
having a little trouble with it, but we'll see what happens.  It translates into kind of a 
weak hand, and so my left side better be strong this week.

Q.  Tom, what's been your experience with pro-am type formats and do you enjoy 
it, do you still enjoy it?

TOM WATSON:  Well, let's see, the first pro-am I won was the Bing Crosby pro-am in 
1977, then I won it again in 1978, and I won here twice in the pro-am format, so it suits 
me very well.  I enjoy it.  I enjoy getting on the golf course with these amateurs and 
seeing how they react to the pressure, because they're under a heck of a lot more 
pressure than I am, and it's fun to see them successful.  There's no better pro-am that I 
played in that I didn't win was with my son at the AT&T here about four, five years ago.  
We played as partners, finished second in the pro-am division.  My son played just 
beautiful golf and that was one of the great pleasures of my career right there, watching 
him play that good of golf under pressure.  

That's what you like to see.  You like to see success with your partners.  You like to go 
out there and win, that's what they're out there -- I think most of them are out there to 
try not to hurt themselves too much and not embarrass themselves, but there's some 
real players here in the pro-am.  With the strokes and the handicap, it gets everybody 
equal.  It's fun to play it.

Q.  How did you hurt your right arm?  Is that just hitting a million balls over the 
years?

TOM WATSON:  I couldn't tell you, I really don't -- it may have something to do with 
mowing for six hours on Monday, bouncing up and down on the mower.

Q.  Do you see any comparisons between the course at Augusta that it's any 
harder [inaudible] because I know you were leading in the Masters a couple years 
ago and you won two here.  Do you see any comparisons between the course at 
Augusta and here?

TOM WATSON:  Well, different playing surfaces, different types of greens.  I mean, 
we're playing Bermuda greens here versus bent greens.  They're different surfaces, not 
a lot of similarities.  As I said, the speed of the greens here today with the high skies 
and the wind blowing a little bit, they get pretty quick.  They get the speed.  There's 
some putts that are as fast as you find at Augusta, down-grain Bermuda and downwind, 
you get some very, very touchy putts.

Q.  That other Watson, Bubba, he strikes me as a cross between Big Cat Williams 
and Corey Pavin with the length and the carving.  Just give me your take on 
Bubba golf.  
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TOM WATSON:  Well, I watched it, I watched the whole thing on Saturday and Sunday 
and Oosthuizen made some great putts, made some crucial putts, maybe the best of 
which was the four footer that he made to tie on the 18th hole when he knocked it by.  
He was hitting some real quality shots until the pressure got to him probably a little bit, 
as it always does at Augusta.  

And Bubba's just -- he did what he had to do.  You can't say Bubba's swing is a classic 
golf swing.  In one sense it is -- it's a swing for the ages because you look at the golf 
swing and you see the results, and the purpose of the golf game is to get results.  My 
dad always said, Beware of the guy who comes out on the first tee and he's got a 
terrible grip and a terrible golf swing.  If he's in that tournament with you, there's a good 
chance he knows how to play with that type of golf swing, and Bubba's that type of 
person.  

He's exceptionally long.  The shot he hit on the second playoff hole that he hooked the 
gap wedge 155 yards, there are very few people who can do that, hook it and hit it that 
far.  The only two people that I have witnessed be able to hit a wedge like that are 
Trevino and Andy North.  They can turn a wedge just right around a corner.  I can't do 
that.  I can't turn it that much.  

I wish they had set that shot up a little bit better before they hit the shot, before he hit 
the shot.  I wish somebody was down there describing the shot because they didn't 
know from the tower what the shot really was about.  They didn't know how far it was 
until afterwards.  Afterwards they said 155 yards.  I wish somebody had set the stage for 
the shot rather than it being an after-fact. 

When that shot hit the green and Faldo so correctly said, I've never seen a ball screw to 
the right like that on this green ever.  We've never seen a shot like that.  He had to play 
that shot and he did and won the tournament with it.  That's what makes -- that's what 
makes certain tournaments legendary.  You'll always remember that shot out of the 
trees on the playoff hole at Augusta.  

Another great Masters, though.  Just seems like every year it comes down -- you've 
got, you know, Saturday's round, you had 12 guys right there within a few shots.  All of a 
sudden the race began and you've got the thoroughbreds running out to the front.  The 
last day, all of a sudden you had a double eagle and it changed -- ballgame's changed 
now.  It was just a wonderful tournament to watch.  That's -- that's why people watch 
golf, for tournaments like that.  They don't get lucky enough to get tournaments like that 
very often, but at Augusta it seems they get lucky a lot with tournaments like that.

Q.  Is Bubba's style a game changer?  Here you have a guy hits it 350 and bends 
it like Beckham or Pavin or fill in the blank.  Do we have a game changer to use a 
trendy term, his style?

TOM WATSON:  Well, the main thing is he puts the club on the ball where he wants to.  
I practiced my chipping on Wednesday and he came up and I was practicing.  We were 
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10 feet from each other, and I notice every chip shot he hit was absolutely dead solid 
perfect.  I mean dead solid.  In my ear, you can hear it.  You know -- well, the way I 
chip it's clunky now.  I look at his form there and I said to myself, my hands aren't quite 
far enough ahead when I chip, and I started doing that today and practicing the last 
couple days.  Who would have thunk it, you know?  I'm starting to hit the ball solid again 
with the chip just by watching Bubba chip, the way he was chipping.  So I got some 
feedback that helped my game listening to his chip shots.  

He's hitting the ball on the clubface.  You really can't say it's a game changer, but he 
won a tournament.  The emotions were just, you know, it reminded me of Crenshaw 
when he won and Harvey Penick died, went to the funeral, came back and then Ben 
wins the tournament.  Those emotions are -- any golfer watching it, they can relate.  I 
mean, I cried when he cried, and it was beautiful, yeah.  A lot of things culminated with 
that win with him.  He missed his dad, his mom was there hugging him.  Different 
problems that he's had with -- you know, his loved ones have had.  It was a beautiful 
sight. 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Okay.  Anything else for Tom?  Tom, good luck this week.

TOM WATSON:  Thank you.
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