
                                 

INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  NICK PRICE
Thursday, April 12, 2012

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  We welcome Nick Price into the interview room this afternoon.  
Nick, making your sixth start on the Champions Tour this year, a winner in the past at 
the Encompass Insurance Pro-Am.  Maybe a few opening thoughts about coming back 
to the TPC Tampa Bay tournament where you've had some success.  

NICK PRICE:  First off, the course is in great shape.  Obviously we've had a pretty 
warm winter and spring here, so the course is wonderful, and kudos to the 
superintendent and his staff. 

I think as we progress through the week the greens are going to get a little quicker, a 
little firmer with all the heat we're going to have, so it will probably get a little tougher 
and a little more slippery as we get into Sunday. 

This golf course requires -- I mean, it tests about every facet of your game.  It's one of 
the best TPCs I think I've played because I think I pretty much went through my whole 
bag today from 3-iron all the way down to sand wedge.  It's a wonderful blend of 
shortish holes and longish holes, and it's a shotmaker's paradise, this place.  If you're 
hitting your irons well, you know, you can make a lot of birdies out there.  

I always felt when I played well here that you would sort of tiptoe your way around all 
the holes that were potentially double bogey holes or worse, make your pars on those, 
and wait for the holes where the pin positions were a little easier and attack those.  That 
worked for me one year and I played pretty well last year, so I'm going to try to have that 
same strategy this year, try to avoid the big numbers on the difficult holes and take 
advantage of the easier holes.  

I always like a little bit of wind and we always get a little bit of a breeze here, so that 
also makes it a little more challenging shotmaking wise, but it also helps a little bit on 
some of the par 5s.  Always enjoy playing here.

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Okay.  Just maybe talk about your game coming into this week.

NICK PRICE:  Oh, not very good.  I've had a pretty up-and-down start to the year.  I 
only had one top 10 which was at Boca and I kind of snuck into that.  I tried to make a 
few modifications.  I hate saying swing changes because I don't think you can ever 

 www.tee-scripts.com 1

http://tee-scripts.com
http://tee-scripts.com


change your swing.  You can refine it and you can modify it.  And I've made a few 
modifications and I've had this tennis elbow now for about three, four weeks and it's 
starting to really drive me berserk.  It hurts a lot, and thank God for Advil and Aleve 
because I would probably be benched right now.  Hopefully this will go away and I'll get 
back into playing decent again.  I tried to hit balls the last couple of weeks and I hit 
about 30 or 40 balls and then I just quit.  I need a little more consistency in my game, I 
think, before I'm going to start playing really well.

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Okay.  And we can't get by without having a comments about the 
Masters.  Did you watch it and what were your thoughts? 

NICK PRICE:  I watched it.  I don't know, that shot that Bubba hit, there's not very many 
people that are capable of making that shot.  There's not very many people capable of 
hitting the tee shot he hit, either.  (Inaudible) second shot, his tee shot was just as bad.  
I mean, when he finished that swing I thought he had hit it in the middle of the, you 
know, 18th fairway, it looked so bad, but I felt for Louis because Louis -- I know Louis 
and Charl pretty well and he played, I think, tee to green as well as anyone could play, 
but as is often the case, that doesn't always mean you're going to win.  I'm sure he'll win 
at some stage. 

But Bubba is an enigma.  I mean, the guy, he defies the modern game because you 
have all these guys out there with swing coaches and, you know, psychologists and 
whatever that work with them, and Bubba, he just goes out and plays golf.  And it's 
refreshing.  It is.  It's something that it's good to see there's someone who can still play 
with feel.  

Certainly my generation was sort of like the changing of that where we would go -- I 
mean, I played a lot on feel even though I went and worked with Leadbetter.  It was still 
something that I worked with on the practice tee and when I went to the golf course I 
was trying to play with feel.  

But I think sort of post my era, from about the late '90s onward, we saw Tiger come 
along where he stood static at the ball and didn't waggle or move around much.  For 
about eight years after that, every young kid stood at the ball like this without moving.  
So to see the club waggle a little bit and something that's a little unorthodox, it brings 
new life into the game.

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  We'll open it up for questions.  Again, please wait for the mic 
here.  Raise your hand.

Q.  Nick, what's been your experience with pro-ams?  Do you enjoy the format?

NICK PRICE:  Yeah.

Q.  How do you like the camaraderie?
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NICK PRICE:  You know, it would be good if we had a couple more like this each year.  I 
really do believe that.  I think when you play 72-hole stroke play or 54-hole stroke play 
every week, and I know this is stroke play but it's kind of a different feel to it this week.  

You know, if you train the amateur and just tell him when you hit out of the hole to pick 
the ball up so you keep pace of play moving, so that's probably the only negative about 
this week is that sometimes it can take a long time to play.  But it's a question of going 
to your amateur and say, hey, if you're not in the hole, just pick up.  And most of the 
guys I've played with, they've been receptive to that.  That's the only negative to this 
week to be honest, but it's great fun for everyone out there.  I think it's a lot more 
lighthearted than the normal weeks we have.

Q.  Just expound a little more on Bubba golf, that style of hitting it 350 and 
curving a wedge 50 yards, you know.  Said earlier it's like Big Cat Williams meets 
Corey Pavin.  This is what we have now in golf.  Does it shock you, surprise you?  

NICK PRICE:  No, but I'll say one thing, if you hit the ball as far as Bubba, it affords you 
that ability to play by feel.  If you don't hit the ball that far and you're trying to figure out a 
way to hit the ball further, then you have to go and see someone or go and work with 
someone to make your swing more efficient.  

But there's a guy that's blessed with talent right from the get-go, and what he's 
managed to do is he's learned to hit this big old cut out there to control his ball and keep 
it in play.  He's done a phenomenal job of that.  As (inaudible) said to me when I was 
playing well, don't change a thing, and that would be the best words you could say to 
Bubba, just keep playing the way you're playing.  He is blessed, the fact that he can hit 
the ball 350 yards.  I would also hit a big slice if I could hit it 350 yards.

Q.  How do you think Bubba would play this course?  Would he come up a 
winner?  Is it a good course for him?  Would he overpower it?

NICK PRICE:  If he used good strategy out there, he probably wouldn't hit a whole lot of 
drivers.  For us, we probably have about five or six driver holes out there, but when the 
course dries up, you're hitting a lot of 3-woods to keep the ball in optimum position in 
the fairway.  

I don't know how he would play it.  I always felt like if Bubba won on a course like Hilton 
Head or Colonial, then he's covered the full spectrum to me.  I was actually 
disappointed that a lot of the players over the last 10, 15 years especially didn't play 
Hilton Head where they felt like it was going against what their strengths were.  

But if you've got distance, you can always (inaudible.)  I think one of the great things 
about Davis Love's career is that when he first came out, he was one of the longest 
drivers with a wooden driver that we had on Tour, and yet he learned to win around 
Hilton Head and I think he won four times down there.  No, three.  
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So that's -- Bubba really wants to get, you know, and cover the full spectrum of winning 
on courses, and if he would go win at Hilton Head, that would be a huge thing, or 
Colonial for that matter.  Those golf courses are basically not suited to him.  

Masters is great.  If you can hit the ball high and hit your irons high, the ball lands soft 
and that sort of thing and you can play Augusta.  But I think he could win anywhere, 
honestly.  I don't think he would have a problem doing that.  It might take him a little bit 
of time to (inaudible) back a little bit.

Q.  You mentioned the tennis elbow and I wondered if that's forced you to 
compensate or change your swing?

NICK PRICE:  I hope not.  I seem to slip into these bad habits.  It's the same thing, I get 
narrow over the ball and just (inaudible) in my backswing.  So that's what I worked on 
the couple of weeks.  

When I start taking deep divots, you might as well not go anywhere near the bookie, but 
if you start seeing me take nice shallow divots, that's when I start playing well.  It's a 
strange game, you know?  You would think over a period of time you would learn your 
lesson and say, well, those are the three mistakes or four mistakes I'm going to make 
and you basically make those your whole career, and for some other reason you think 
you're smarter than that and start working on other things and not going with your swing 
thoughts that got you to the ball in the first place.  Anyway, 55, I'm still as thick as a post.

Q.  I have a U.S. Open question.  The Open's going to Olympic this year and 
Olympic is the course that tournament after tournament, it's produced the 
underdog -- Fleck beat Hogan there, (inaudible) Casper (inaudible) he's not quite 
an underdog.  You had Gallagher beating Norman and McCumber beating Zoeller.  
Every tournament they had the so-called underdog has beaten the Hall of Famer.  
Is there any rhyme or reason to -- I know you played in '98.  Is there any rhyme 
or reason that that golf course would be such an equalizer? 

NICK PRICE:  I think probably more than some of the other U.S. Open courses, there's 
a lot of strategy on that course because of the way the greens are set up, leaving the 
ball underneath the hole, not playing too aggressively.  It's also a great mix of holes 
because you have dogleg lefts, dogleg rights that go left to right, slope away from -- 
you have a reverse camber on a dogleg left like number 4.  It's a tough golf course to 
keep the ball in play.  I think that's the hardest thing is keeping the ball in the fairway.  

Guys who have the ability to shape shots seem to play better, I think, on that golf 
course.  I know years that I played well, '98, you know, tee to green I hit the ball about 
as well as I could have and I just ran out of putts on the greens, but sometimes that's 
leaving putts on the wrong side of the hole.

Q.  (Inaudible.) 
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NICK PRICE:  Yeah, yeah, a lot of slope on those fairways, yeah, yeah.  And they were 
fast, too, because number 4, if you didn't hit it in the next first five or 10 yards in the right 
side of the fairway, you were in the right hand rough, sort of like a blind -- semi-blind 
tee shot.  You can't really see where the ball lands in the landing area.  But it's 
interesting, I never really thought about that, the underdogs generally win there.

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Anything else for Nick?  Nick, good luck this week.

NICK PRICE:  Thanks.
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