
                                 

INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  KIRK TRIPLETT 
Wednesday, April 11, 2012

DAVE SENKO:  Well, we would like to welcome Kirk Triplett to the media center.  This 
will be your first Champions Tour start.  Maybe just get us started, talk about the 
anticipation of this week and maybe who you've talked to to kind of give you an idea of 
what was going on out here.

KIRK TRIPLETT:  Well, I think I tried to follow it, you know, reasonably closely the last 
couple years.  My last exempt year on the regular TOUR was 2009, so I played a little 
bit out of the Past Champions category the last two years and tried to make an effort to 
stay competitive and keep playing.  I mean, trying to get my card back, you know, but it 
never really felt like I got that close to doing it.

I played a little bit on the Nationwide Tour and did reasonably well down there, got in 
contention a few times.  So that was kind of in -- doing it with that in mind.  When you 
get out here, what's going to be important is can you hit the shots when it counts.  So it 
was nice to get in contention.  

Yeah, it's kind of weird that it's here already.  It seems like it came so fast, but it seems 
like it took so long, too.  

DAVE SENKO:  I know you live in Scottsdale.  Were you able to talk to any of the 
players beforehand to get any kind of in-depth look at what goes on?

KIRK TRIPLETT:  Oh, yeah.  Jim Carter's a really good friend of mine, our kids go to 
school together, so we've spent a fair amount of time together the last couple years as 
he started playing again.  So I've heard from his perspective what it's like.  A number of 
my friends have been successful out here over the years and talked to them, Loren 
Roberts, and for me to just watch the guys that are a year or two older than me, see 
how they've done, you can kind of figure out what it's going to take, what's going to be 
important.

DAVE SENKO:  Questions? 

Q.  (Inaudible.) 
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KIRK TRIPLETT:  Very nice golf course, yeah.  Played it yesterday morning and it was 
very calm and soft.  It seemed like, man, this is a pretty easy golf course, and the wind 
came up a little bit today so you see a little more teeth, like holes at 18 and 15 today 
certainly played longer.  So I imagine when those pins are in the corners and the greens 
are -- have a little bit of firmness to it, I can see how a couple three-under is a very 
good score out there.  But excellent conditions. 

Q.  What was the reception on the driving range and practice green from guys 
you haven't seen in a long time?

KIRK TRIPLETT:  Everybody's been very welcoming, but I've known these guys for a 
long time and some of them I've been playing right alongside up to the last couple 
years, too.  But some of them I haven't seen in a long, long time.  My wife texted me last 
night or about midway through the day and I said, This is really weird, it's like being in a 
time machine.  The guys haven't changed their spots too much, you can tell.  They're 
still good competitors and they've got nice games and they know what they're doing.

Q.  The last couple years, have you been able to play as much as you wanted so 
that you are able to --

KIRK TRIPLETT:  Yeah, I think so.  I played about 10 times on the regular TOUR each 
of the last two years, and anywhere from five to 10 times on the Nationwide Tour.  So 
that's been kind of nice, that 15 to 20 events.  That was more than enough.  

I mean, I could have just kind of said, you know, I'm not in anything, I think I'll just stay 
at home.  But I've still got kids that are, you know, doing their thing, so I don't think it's a 
great thing for dad to be sitting at home, you know, doing nothing all the time, so I 
wanted to get out and play.  

It's what I like to do, too.  I like the preparation as much as the tournament, so I don't 
mind practicing and getting ready to play and going down, throwing it down with those 
young guys down there.  It was fun.

Q.  How much do you look at this opportunity as a whole second career 
basically?

KIRK TRIPLETT:  Well, I really haven't sat down and said, Hey, I want to try and do this, 
I want to try and do that.  I've been very fortunate with my career money that I'll be 
exempt for a while, kind of, I guess, ease my way into it.  That's sort of the way I've 
always done things.  Just kind of look around, see what's going on these first events.  

But yeah, there's some things that -- I had a few wins on the regular TOUR but it's not 
like I was a world beater or anything, I was just a nice consistent player.  So I'm looking 
to kind of build on that and hopefully break through some of the barriers that I couldn't 
break through on the regular TOUR.  Maybe I can do it out here.  But there are a lot of 
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guys in the same boat, and let's be honest, those guys were beating me 20 years ago 
so I'll have to do something different or it's going to turn out the same way.

Q.  Are there any courses in design on the regular TOUR that compare to the golf 
course here?

KIRK TRIPLETT:  Well, there's a few, the ones that haven't been, quote unquote, 
modernized.  I played the course they played the match play on last week and it was 
7,880 yards long from the back tees., so most of the courses are going to that, you 
know, 7,300, 7,400-plus length.  

To be quite honest, if it's playing hard and fast, I'm just -- my game's not competitive 
out there.  These guys hit the ball so far, TV doesn't really do it justice.  It's become 
such a physical game.  I think it's that way in all sports; basketball football, baseball, 
everything is so much more physical.  The guys that are in their 20s that have been 
training, right, physically training their bodies and their skills both, and it's impressive to 
see what the results of that training are.  

But yeah, there's maybe a handful of courses that would be similar to this.  They're 
playing one this week, Harbour Town, probably similar in length, but it's certainly tighter 
than this one.  I think the regular TOUR has kind of gone to a more open style of play, 
longer, tougher pins, less rough, let's see what everybody can do kind of thing.  So it's 
just a more wide-open game.  

How old is this course, 20, 25 years?  You can tell it was built with the wood driver in 
mind, you know, where the turning points are in the dogleg.  I'm sure when it was built it 
was a pretty stern test.  Now if you get it on a nice day and the greens are soft, 
somebody can shoot very low.

Q.  Talk about how your temperament has changed, your mental approach has 
changed from what you were starting out in your 20s.  Maybe you can't hit the ball 
as far, but you probably are doing better in some of the intangibles? 

KIRK TRIPLETT:  I probably hit it 25 yards farther than I did because of the equipment's 
different, yeah.  So I probably swing 10 miles an hour slower and hit it 20 yards farther.  

Hopefully you develop some experience over the years to be able to deal with some of 
the adversity a little bit better.  It's a game of reaction and reaction to how you're 
playing, and for you to] -- the way for you to make your best score, not to worry about 
trying to play like other people.  I think to be -- to have played as long as I have, you 
have a pretty good understanding of that.  Whether you can do battle each week is 
whether you can do that and execute it.  But there's something to be said for being on 
that edge all the time and every shot means the world to you.  That forces the best out 
of you.  If you're kind of -- and I think most of these guys out here would agree that if 
you're kind of going out there and just going through the motions, you're not going to get 
the same level of play because most of these guys are successful, they play their best 
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golf when it counts the most.  The guys that aren't like that, they've never made it out 
here or were not successful out here.  

I'm going to have to find a way to pretend that I'm 28 years old and every shot means 
the world to me.  I don't think it will take too long out here to realize that unless you get 
to that point, you're not going to be very successful out here.

Q.  What would be a good result for you this week?

KIRK TRIPLETT:  Well, I mean, I come to every tournament to try to win the golf 
tournament.  I think pretty much every pro does the same thing.  That's kind of where I 
leave it, you know.  I don't know how to say it any different.  And it's not a -- I don't think 
anybody's here with that in mind, you know -- or anything other than that in mind.

Q.  I assume you were very involved on Sunday afternoon as a fellow golfer 
watching what was going on in Augusta.  Just some of your impressions of what 
happened on Sunday? 

KIRK TRIPLETT:  Well, I enjoyed it because it was two guys that played really well.  As 
a player, I hate to see another player struggle or, you know, lose a tournament.  I hate to 
see guys lose a tournament.  I love it when guys win golf tournaments and I feel like 
Bubba Watson won that golf tournament.  I spend a fair amount of time -- I have a son 
that plays high school golf and I help his golf team out a lot.  The kids were always 
badgering me, work on my swing, work on my swing, what am I doing wrong.  

I just think when I get back and can talk to them about the Masters, I can point to Bubba 
Watson and say, Look, it's about playing, right?  It's about playing the game.  It's about 
how you see the game and how you play it.  It doesn't matter how Louis Oosthuizen is 
playing, it doesn't matter how Phil's playing or how Tiger's playing.  It's how you see the 
shots and how you play the game, and when you're true to that, that's when you're 
going to play your best golf.  I think that's what we can all take away from watching 
Bubba play. 

Can we play like Bubba?  No.  I'm not sure anybody can play like Bubba.  John Daly 
plays a little bit that way, he moves the ball around and hits it nine miles, right?  

But I just found it so interesting to watch the guy play, and as long as he continues to 
play that way, he's going to play great.  If he calls David Leadbetter in six months and 
says fix my swing, he's done, right?  So I don't think he'll do that, you know.  

I enjoyed watching two guys play really good golf.  That's a tough golf course coming 
down the stretch.  Those last couple three holes are very demanding after you get 
through those birdie holes.  Especially now, it's way more difficult than it ever used to 
be.

Q.  (Inaudible.)
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KIRK TRIPLETT:  You should play golf, you know?  Your swing is just one of the tools in 
your tool box, right?  Find your swing, stick with it and learn how to execute.

DAVE SENKO:  Any more questions?  Okay, thank you.

KIRK TRIPLETT:  My pleasure.
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