
                                 

INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT: BRAD BRYANT
Wednesday, April 11, 2012

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Good morning, everyone.  I'm Phil Stambaugh with the 
Champions Tour, and this morning we have a very special announcement.  Seated up 
here at the table is Brad Bryant from the Champions Tour, his wife Sue sitting to my left, 
and on the far side, Dr. Jerry Haag, president of the Florida Baptist Children's Homes.  

Without further ado, I'll let you take it away, Brad, and talk about what we're doing this 
morning here.

BRAD BRYANT:  Thank you very much.  We're very excited.  First off, let me say thank 
you to those of you that are here, I really appreciate it.  This is a very unusual situation I 
find myself in.  I've sat at this table many times talking about golf, but I've never been 
able to sit and talk about something I'm really passionate about.  I guess golf is -- I 
don't know whether it's a love affair or a divorce, but it's been a great life and God has 
really blessed us just greatly.   

Out of that, through our life experience, one of the things that we've hoped to do for 
many, many years is to be able to give back and do something that we felt was very 
special, something that we really wanted to do.  So we've been doing this now for a little 
while, and early in the year we were wondering, what should we do to announce this, or 
should we just keep it quiet, keep it to ourselves?  Lots of guys do things that are very 
charitable in nature and most of the guys out here are very charitable guys.  People 
have no idea how charitable the Champions Tour players are.  The money that they give 
away, the things that they do, most of them are very private about it.  

So we felt as though this would be something that would be fairly private because this is 
something that is close to us, that we have a passion for.  But as we thought about it 
and prayed about it, we decided that it was something we needed to share with the 
world because we believe that we have come up with a formula that can help change 
America for the better.  This is really fantastic.   

Let me say thank you to a couple of people first of all.  Let me say thanks to Phil and 
our staff at the PGA TOUR and Champions Tour.  These guys are really great to help 
out and encourage me.  I want to say thank you to Amy Hawk.  She's not here right now, 
but you'll get a chance to see Amy later in the week.  She heard about this and she said, 
Please announce this at our tournament, which meant a lot to me. 
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This is as close to home as we get being from Lakeland, so we sort of feel like this is 
our hometown event.  So it was really kind of a neat thing when Amy said, Why don't 
you announce it in Tampa, and that was just really special to me.  I really appreciate her 
allowing me to do this.   

Let me start by saying that five years ago my wife started working at the Crisis 
Pregnancy Center in Lakeland, where we live, and Sue has become an unbelievable 
hero.  There are people alive today because of my wife and because of her involvement 
with the Crisis Pregnancy Center.  Not just that, but their lives changed.  We have a 
group at our church called Teen Moms.  My wife, a long with a couple of other women, 
Sara and Megan, several years ago they started this.  They started with three girls.  
These are teenage girls with children.  So you can imagine where they've been and how 
difficult it's been for them.  They started with three girls, they now have over 70, and our 
church has embraced these young women and it has just become an unbelievable 
ministry of our church.  People just love on these girls and take care of them.  

Not long ago we had a young lady that was 16, no place to live, no place to go, her 
father was throwing her out the night that she came to our church, and we had a couple 
take her and her baby back to their house and she's been at their home ever since.  
Unbelievable. 

And I'm going to fit all this together here in a minute.  There is nothing in this world that I 
know of more filled with love than an adoption done the right way.  A family is made, and 
I'm going to introduce you to one here in just a second. 

If it's done right, adopting a child is just the most amazing thing I can imagine.  There 
are a hundred thousand -- what, 200,000 orphans in America right now, correct?  Not 
sure on that.  I have it written down here somewhere, but there are millions of orphans 
worldwide.  These are children that have no place to live, no place to go, no family.  
Here in America, there are orphans, and to my left is Dr. Jerry Haag, and what are you 
now?   

DR. HAAG:  The president.

BRAD BRYANT:  He's the president.  I wish he was the president, by the way, that 
would be wonderful.  But he's the president of the Florida Baptist Children's Home and 
we partnered with them to create something called Uniting Hearts.  Uniting Hearts is a 
fund which will provide money for families to do adoptions, to adopt children.  They -- 
adoptions can be very expensive, and what we want to do is we want to be able to 
create families because we believe that that's what God instituted for the proper way for 
our society to function.  The family is God's institution on America, his first institution on 
America and the greatest institution that we have.   

So we want to be able to help with that.  We want to be able to build forever families.  
So Uniting Hearts is just simply a fund, just something we're calling it.  We're raising 
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money so people can afford to adopt children.  That way, if they come to us -- well, not 
to us personally but come to the Florida Baptist Children's Home, if they don't have 
enough money to adopt a child but they want to, that money will be provided.  That's 
what we're doing.  

So I am giving 10 percent of my prize earnings this year to Uniting Hearts Fund, so 
that's already, what, 15,000?  So we've already provided enough money this year for 
one family to adopt a child.  So we've got -- just through what we've done, we will have 
created one family this year already.  I think that's a pretty neat thing. 

We started doing this a few years ago and what we found was that the Florida Baptist 
Children's Home does it right, and that's why we went -- we partnered with them.  I 
went to them and I said, You all do such a great job with this, we would like to be 
associated with you all and we would like for you all to manage this to distribute the 
funds, to take care of it, and to be the ones that actually help create the families.  And 
they are a terrific partner.  We are very, very happy and blessed to be partnering with 
Florida Baptist Children's Home.

I'm not sure exactly where to go next.  We're waiting for inspiration here. 

Sue and I a long time ago -- a lot of the guys that are out there playing today, they'll 
remember this day.  I came out of the locker room at Pleasant Valley in 1985, met at the 
door by David Yoger [phonetic] and he said, Brad, your wife's going to the hospital, and I 
said, What?  I immediately ran, I jumped in a courtesy car.  I went to the motel room and 
Sue was laying on the bed.  Kim Roberts had spent the day with Sue, and Sue was 
about as white as the walls on this tent.  She was having an ectopic pregnancy.  
Rushed her to the hospital.  The doctor operated on her in the middle of the night and 
saved her life.  She lost over two liters of blood, all internal, didn't know what was going 
on.  The doctor on call that day was one of the top female -- not female doctors -- 
doctors for females in the northeast, how's that.  His name was Dr. Faraci.  He was very 
renowned and he just happened to be the doctor on call on the golf course that day, just 
happened to be. 

The guy that drove the courtesy car just happened to be an ambulance driver and he 
knew exactly how to get my wife to the hospital very quickly through all the 5:00 traffic 
that was going on, and we went right there.  I mean, we didn't even slow down, we 
didn't stop for a light.  That's too much coincidence.  We tried real hard for seven years 
to get Sue pregnant and just couldn't do it.  In fact, it got to the point where the doctors 
were doing more to get her pregnant than I was, which is kind of an unusual situation.  
But we decided finally, I said one day, I said, Why are we doing this?  Why are we killing 
ourselves?  Let's adopt a child.  Now, this was 20 years ago.  Jamison's now 21. 

So 23 years ago we started the adoption process and our son was born in South 
Dakota.  We went and got him, and it was amazing, amazing.  He's 21 years old now 
and in Texas.  We're very proud of him.  Like I said, there's nothing more full of love than 
this.  The young lady chose to give birth, life to my son, rather than aborting him.  Sorry.  
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I don't know how many of you have seen me -- they do a video about it, right?  Nick 
Cannon, where he's thanking his mother for having -- giving him life instead of a 
aborting him.  It is rather touching. 

This is what we're about, because we're about creating families.  That's the whole 
reason for Uniting Hearts.  The reason for Uniting Hearts is because you take two 
hearts that need to be united, that are united by God to create a family, and you have 
something very, very special. 

My oldest son will never share my DNA, but I'm the guy that got up and changed his 
dirty diapers in the middle of the night.  He's the kid that brought me great joy, great 
sadness.  He's the kid that I had to spank.  He's the kid that told me to go jump in the 
lake.  He's my son.  

So that's what we're about, and I think that we just had another adoption this last week, 
didn't we?  I think Bubba announced that they're adopting a child.  I can promise you 
that for Bubba to win the Masters and then adopt a child, the Masters will never 
compare.  

I've rambled on a whole lot here this morning, but what I really am here to say more 
than anything else is that we would love more people to join us in this effort.  Uniting 
Hearts Fund has a website, which is really amazing because I am the most computer 
illiterate person you know.  I can't even work my phone.  But we have a website that you 
can go to, Uniting Hearts.org, and you can learn more about it.  So what I would like for 
you to do is to go to the website, learn a little bit about it, and there's a place where you 
can click on to give money to this, and we want people all across America to join us in 
helping to create families.  That's what Uniting Hearts is about, it's about uniting parents 
and children, creating families.  

So I would like to introduce you to someone right now that's real important to this whole 
process because you actually get to see it up close, personal, alive.  This is Pastor Walt 
and his wife Chelsea.  He's one of the pastors at our church, and that's Liam right there.  
Liam is -- what's Liam, two now?  Almost two, right?  Two in July.  He's almost two 
years old, and they're just getting started to adopt their second child.  So if you need a 
picture of what an adoption looks like, there it is.  Then you can get me and Jamieson 
and Jonathan someday and see what it's like when they're all grown up.  

You may have questions for them, they're here to answer your questions and whatever.  
At this point I would like to just say thank you very much for being here, I really 
appreciate your time.  Let me introduce someone who's really important to me, 
someone that's become a very good friend, someone that I look to for not only 
encouragement, leadership, advice, all of the above, the man to my left is Dr. Jerry 
Haag.  Dr. Jerry Haag is the president of Florida Baptist Children's Home.  They are 
responsible for three hundred children?  
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Over 300 children right now that they take care of.  They have two orphanages, one in 
Lakeland and one in Miami, and I would like for Dr. Haag to tell you a little bit more 
about what they do.  One of the things they do is they take people internationally all 
over the world.  So, Dr. Haag, if you don't mind, I would like to -- rather than me 
stumbling through it, I would rather for you to just tell them about the children's home all 
of the different things that you all do. 

DR. HAAG:  I serve as president of Florida Baptist Children's Homes, and the wonderful 
thing is we have 14 locations all across the state of Florida.  We also get to work in six 
different countries providing care for abused, neglected and orphaned children.  This 
past year we served over 34,000 children and families through services like residential 
care, emergency care, adoption, through Caring Families and through our international 
childcare program, Orphan's Heart.  

Working at the Florida Baptist Children's Homes every day is filled with a deep sadness 
and also a great joy.  A deep sadness comes from seeing the tragic and horrible 
circumstances that children come to be placed in our care, but the great joy is seeing a 
little boy like Liam placed with a fantastic and wonderful adoptive and forever family like 
Walt and Chelsea.  

As I've traveled across Florida and different countries in the developing world, I'm 
always staggered to see the tremendous and just staggering numbers of children that 
are orphaned around the world.  As Brad said, every child deserves a forever family, 
every child deserves a family where they can grow up, where they can be loved and 
cared for.  

That's why we were absolutely thrilled when Brad and Sue approached us about 
starting Uniting Hearts.  This is extremely special to Brad and Sue because of their 
family and because of the families that they've been able to impact.  Their generous 
spirit and their passion to be able to help families is really remarkable.  They've been 
strong supporters of our ministry for many years and also wonderful friends.  Brad and 
Sue and their two boys traveled with Christi and me to Guatemala to one of the 
malnutrition centers there where Sue had just in her remarkable way provided care for 
children who are literally starving to death.  

Without a doubt, Brad and Sue have a deep passion for helping children.  Without a 
doubt, they are not only the ones talking about it, but they're taking a stand to do 
something about it personally.  The Bryants have taken that first step by starting Uniting 
Hearts and by giving extremely generously toward it.  But what we need everyone to do 
today is to join us by going to UnitingHearts.org to make a gift to be able to enable a 
Walt and Chelsea to adopt a Liam, to be able to enable families all across our state to 
be able to bring a child in to be a part of their forever family.  

Now, I hope you'll join me cheering on Brad and Sue to as many victories this year for 
no vested reason, but we hope he wins a lot of tournaments this year, not for Florida 
Baptist Children's Homes but for families across the state who were wanting to adopt a 
child.  Join me not only cheering for Brad, but also in helping support UnitingHearts.org.  
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And Brad and Sue Bryant, thank you for the incredible help you've provided to families 
in our country and around the world in these developing countries also.  These are 
special people.   

MODERATOR:  At this time I would like to open it up for questions.  Please wait for the 
mic since we are transcribing this interview. 

Q.  Sue, I would like to hear from you.  Obviously you're an integral part of all this.  
Do you have a history of this, and your deep thoughts about what you're able to 
contribute to people that you may not know yet but soon may?  

SUE BRYANT:  Well, I know that we were blessed with being able to have the finances; 
that was not an issue when we adopted our son Jamieson.  We didn't have to struggle 
with that, but I know lots and lots of people that had that struggle, especially if they had 
gone through years and years of having to try infertility treatments.  So they're extremely 
expensive and they get to a point where they can care for a child, but they don't have 
the up-front money to be able to do that.  

The Florida Baptist Children's Homes does a wonderful job of being able to make the 
cost as small as possible, and we're hoping by adding Uniting Hearts, too, we'll make it 
where these families can be built a lot easier and a lot quicker.

Q.  Brad, like you need any extra pressure out there.  Any extra pressure now that 
you know that 10 percent of it --

BRAD BRYANT:  Oh, no, not at all.  In fact, we've been waiting for this for a long time.  
Let me just say this:  10 percent is a minimum.  We have hopes of doing more, but 
we're still at the point where God has blessed us greatly, but after we get through this 
year, I'm going to be able to play golf for other people.  I'm really looking forward to that.  
There are a lot of guys out here that are giving away the majority of the money that they 
make.  I'm really looking forward to a time where I can do that, and starting next year 
that's kind of what we'll do.  It's really going to be a lot of fun. 

But no, there's no pressure at all.  In fact, if anything, it's just the opposite.  All of a 
sudden you're playing for something maybe that's bigger than yourself.  I've played golf 
for many years now for nothing more than just money, for the love of the game, and let 
me tell you, to actually be playing knowing that you're doing something that's going to 
have an impact on the world that's going to be positive, that's worth playing for.  That's 
worth going out there and doing.  I think part of, you know, when you're coming down 
the stretch and you feel like, you know, I could just kind of give up, things are hurting 
and stuff, you think of families like that one right there and you go, This is why we're 
doing it, this is why God put me here, this is part of -- this is the opportunity, the time of 
my life where I get to turn around and give back.  First biggest debt that we owe beyond 
our salvation in Christ is to help create other families because that's the way our family 
was created. 
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So like I said earlier, we're helping -- right now we're helping with several young ladies 
who are teenage mothers, because we had a teenage mother that chose life instead of 
abortion.  We have a son, but we're helping with that.  And then we've had the 
unbelievable privilege of having a biological child and an adopted child.  They're both 
just equally disrespectful as teenagers, and they are both just so wonderful and have 
brought so much joy to us, so that's why we're doing this.  So from the standpoint of 
feeling pressure, let me just say, there's a lot less pressure and a lot more opportunity.  

DR. HAAG:  I feel a lot more pressure.  Changes the way I watch golf.  I became a 
much more animated fan. 

BRAD BRYANT:  I have a lot more people praying for me now than I used to.

Q.  Will you be doing this at other stops along the way on the Champions Tour? 

BRAD BRYANT:  Only if I'm invited to.  I would love to have an opportunity to share this 
story in a more formal setting than this.  Obviously today I have really rambled on 
because it's so important to me that I kind of -- rather than -- I've got a whole list of 
stuff here and you saw I didn't ever look at it because I really felt like what I really 
wanted you to know was something about me, my wife, my family, not something that I 
had sat down and prepared or something that someone else had prepared for me.  I just 
want you to know that this is where our heart is and we hope that we're able to do some 
good things.  So if I have the opportunity, yes, I would love to do this at other places. 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Brad, at this time I think we have a couple of outside interviews, 
so I'll conclude in here.  Thank you very much and good luck.

BRAD BRYANT:  Thank you so much for being here today.  I really appreciate it.  Thank 
you.  

Let me say one more thing real quick because this is really important.  I need to say 
thank you to all of our tournament sponsors.  Obviously this week it's Encompass, but if 
it weren't for them, us old fat men wouldn't have jobs and we wouldn't be able to do 
things that are so wonderful like this and we really appreciate them.  The Champions 
Tour has the greatest group of sponsors in sports.  It's just phenomenal.  It's really neat 
to have an opportunity to be involved with these people and I really appreciate what 
they do because not only have they given me my livelihood, but because of their 
involvement in golf, I'm going to be able to now start giving back and I really appreciate 
that.  Thanks. 
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