
                                 

INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  COREY PAVIN
Wednesday, February 15, 2012

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Okay.  We're joined in the interview room this afternoon by Corey 
Pavin, last week's winner at the Allianz Championship.  

Corey, you sank a 12-foot birdie putt, I guess, on the playoff hole to win your first 
Champions Tour event in your 35th start.  You finished second twice and third three 
times.  I know you're probably glad to get that monkey off your back and get a victory, 
first since 2006 in Milwaukee on the PGA TOUR.  

You've had a couple days.  Just talk about what you remember most about the win, I 
mean, the incredible shot left handed is the thing that's getting a lot of play right now.

COREY PAVIN:  Yeah, people are talking about that, I guess.

That was fortunate that it ended up okay.  You know, it was one of those shots that I just 
tried to advance it and get it out of there, and I really wasn't thinking about getting it 
close to the hole or anything.  I was just trying to make sure I got it out and had a 
chance to make a bogey.  It just came out better than I could ever expect it to, and it 
was kind of almost laughable how good it turned out.

But I was a little more concerned after that with trying to make the putt.  I didn't want to 
hit that shot and then miss the putt.  I was extra focused on the putt and it worked out.  

All in all, it was a good way to win.  I was happy that Peter made his putt on 18 in 
hindsight in regulation just because of his history of trying to win out here as 
well, and he did a good thing to get into the playoff and having the opportunity to 
make a putt actually twice to win the tournament, managed to do it a second time, 
that's always a nice way to win a tournament.  

There's a lot of neat things.  I had a friend come up from Hilton Head Island to watch me 
play, who was there in '06 as well when I won in Milwaukee, and obviously Lisa was 
there, which was fantastic to have my wife there.  A couple other friends were there and 
we had a very kind of low-key evening and just went out and enjoyed ourselves and 
just hung out, and you know, it just -- get up Monday and drive over here and do what I 
do on Mondays when I'm on the road is did my laundry.  
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I mean, life goes on.  It was nice to win certainly.  I've been looking for that for a couple 
years.  Pleased to get it.  I felt like it was going to happen eventually because I had 
been close, so I was just patient and it happened.

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Okay.  We'll just go straight to questions.  Please raise your hand 
and wait for the microphone.  Start with Seth.  

Q.  Corey, what are your goals out here?  Some guys target a nice few seasons 
and sometimes they become satisfied with that or that's the maximum that they're 
able to sustain before maybe injuries sometimes set in or other factors.  Then we 
see guys like Hale and Tom Kite and Gil Morgan who have 5-, 10-, almost 
15-year runs.  Best case scenario, what would you hope to see yourself doing on 
this tour?

COREY PAVIN:  Well, my goals right now is to answer questions well and that's about 
it.  I don't really -- I don't really have goals set like that out here.  I just want to play the 
best I can, work hard at it, and hit each shot the best I can and see where I end up and 
just go through the process.  That's really what I try to do.  I don't have any number of 
tournaments in mind to try to win or end up on the money list or anything like that.  If I 
take care of the here and now as I go along, obviously there's some planning, but that's 
all I can do and I'll be happy as long as I do that and I go through that process and do it 
as best I can.

Q.  How has the transition been for you back from the focus of the Ryder Cup to 
becoming a regular player and just getting back in a daily routine?

COREY PAVIN:  You know, it was very easy.  The whole 2010 season, I had good help 
around me in preparing for the Ryder Cup.  So I played all the way through in Oregon, 
right?  I think that was my last tournament.  Yeah, Tradition.  And then I think I took two 
months off from the Champions Tour.  

But when I was out on tour playing, I was playing.  I didn't have other worries or I didn't 
worry about it when I was on the golf course.  So I played fairly well in 2010 and I took 
two months off, Ryder Cup, and then played the week after the Ryder Cup.  

Once the Ryder Cup was over, it was over, it was done.  I had a mindset that we 
were flying back from Europe that that was it.  My captaincy was over and I was 
trying to go back and play golf.  It was a very easy transition both ways.  I actually 
played well in 2010, so there's really no difference, in essence, between 2010, 
2011 and this year.  It's all just prepare the best I can.

Q.  The amount of practice time hasn't really changed then?

COREY PAVIN:    I actually probably practiced a little more in this off season than I did 
in the past.  I lost a few pounds; a little bit different, I don't know if attitude's the right 
word, but just kind of -- I was saying last week, I'm just kind of in a better place in my 
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life in general.  I just feel a little more peaceful with how I am and I think it relates to how 
I've played and how I feel.  Losing a few pounds helps because I feel better. 

Q.  What was it like to be in that situation where you're in contention and then to 
break through, but especially when you -- you know, about the shot, being in a 
position like that and facing something difficult that may have put you out of the 
running if you -- 

COREY PAVIN:  Yeah, the whole thing feels good.  I mean, if it doesn't feel good when 
you've won, then something's a little amiss.  It feels good when I play well even if I didn't 
win as long as I've done what I think I can do to win a tournament.  It's kind of tough for 
me when I'm in a position to win and I don't execute or I don't play well.  That's always 
the hardest thing for me.  It's not a matter of winning, it's a matter of going through the 
process and playing well enough to win, and sometimes you don't and sometimes you 
do.  So that was the main thing for me.  

The chip on 14 was a good break, but it ended up in a place where I could make a par, 
a shot out of there.  But I felt like I king of got a bad break on 17 when I hit the pin on my 
third shot.  If that hadn't hit the pin, it would have been a tap-in par and really 18 would 
have been kind of a moot point, I could have parred it and won.  

You take the good with the bad.  You can define it as good and bad, but to me it's just 
what happened and I don't really think about it in a good or bad sense.  Other people 
look at it and say, well, that was a good break, that was a bad break.  To me, it was just 
what happened and I just try to not judge what happened and just go on and keep 
playing.

Q.  I noticed that you're using the Bullseye putter on Sunday.  Have you used it all 
the way through your career?

COREY PAVIN:  The Bullseye putter I used from '84 to middle of '95.  I won the Open 
with the blade, with the Cleveland Designed By.  It looks like an 802.  I switched the 
week before.  I was just working with Jim Deaton at the time on my putting at Bay Hill.  It 
was two weeks before the U.S. Open.  I lost the playoff the week before the Open and 
then won with it.  So I used that putter for a while, and then I used a Scotty Cameron for 
a while, and probably I think it was about three years ago I went back to the Bullseye.  
So I switch back and forth between the Bullseye and the Cleveland Designed By.  Last 
year I probably used them about equal time, split time with them.

Q.  Have you ever messed around with a long putter at all?

COREY PAVIN:  I messed around with a belly putter about four, five, six years ago for a 
week or two and I didn't like it.  It wasn't for me.
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Q.  You had such a great career on the regular TOUR and tailed off a little bit in 
the end.  Was it because of the length of courses were just getting too long for 
you?

COREY PAVIN:  It was because I wasn't playing well, as simple as that.  From basically 
'97 to I think maybe '02 or 3, I had a little bit of a decent year, but I just wasn't playing 
well.  I just kind of lost my game a bit.  I just tried to work real hard, tried to get back.  
That's why the win in '06 was so special for me because it was such a long hard time.  I 
played reasonably well the last few years on the regular TOUR full time, and even in 
2010 I think I played -- I think I played nine events on the regular TOUR and finished, 
you know, 100th or 100-something on the money list.  I got my card again for last year, 
but I only played four tournaments.  So I was exempt last year on the regular TOUR, but 
just didn't -- it wasn't appealing to me to play a full schedule on the regular TOUR.  Part 
of the answer is I think the courses are kind of long for me anyway, but I think I can be 
competitive if I went out there and I could do okay.  But I like it out here.  I think for me, I 
want to have chances to win tournaments hopefully week in and week out, and I feel out 
here I can do that on any of the courses we play.

I don't want to beat my head against a wall on the regular TOUR basically.  I did that for 
a long time.  I want to enjoy myself a little bit more.  The socialization out here is a lot 
more.  These are guys I've been around 30, 35 years of my life and it's fun.  But when 
the ball gets teed up on the first hole on Friday or Thursday, it's very competitive out 
here.  Before last week, I had a better chance to win on the regular TOUR since I turned 
50 than last week -- than any other time.

So it's hard out here.  It's hard to win out here.  It's very competitive, and I like that.  But 
there's chances, more chances for me to win out here and that's what I want to do.  I 
want to be competitive and have that chance.

Q.  What do you lose as you get older, length, or is your game just as good as it 
was --

COREY PAVIN:  Receding hairline a little bit, but I think I probably hit the ball every bit 
as far, if not a little bit further than I used to.

I don't see much of my skill level changing.  I think I'm probably -- I would almost say 
I'm a better player now than I was certainly the last 15 years probably.  Maybe before 
that I might have been a little bit better, but the early '90s and stuff I had a pretty good 
run.  I think that was more just confident in playing well.

Q.  For history's sake, if you wouldn't mind explaining your psychological mental 
attitude on the golf course with distance obviously being a general disadvantage 
for you throughout your career, as far as the toughness and the bulldog mentality, 
and you still have to have some of that out here even with obviously not being 
one of the longer guys on this Tour, too?
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COREY PAVIN:  Don't tell anybody, but it's an advantage hitting it shorter.  I don't know 
if you knew that.  Sometimes it is an advantage actually.  Hitting -- you get into certain 
circumstances and hitting into a green first can be an advantage in certain situations.  

But all in all, I wish I hit it 50 yards further and just as straight.  Everybody, the longest 
hitters want to hit it further.  Everybody wants to hit it further.  I just have to play my 
game I learned that at a very early age.  If I try to do things that I'm not capable of, I'm 
going to really mess up, I'm going to make a lot of mistakes.   

So I really got into a good frame of mind when I was -- gosh, I can't even -- it had to 
be probably in my teens somewhere, that this is my ability, this is what I have and I have 
to use it the best I can.  Someone hits it 40 yards by me, 30 yards by me, so what?  My 
short game's reasonably good, good putter, and I make up for it other places.  Course 
management is real important to me for my game, and I just try to do other things as 
best I can and try to make up for a lack of distance.  Hitting it straight is a good thing, 
which I do.  I don't really dwell on that at all.  I guess I'm sort of used to it now.  I was the 
shortest hitter on the regular TOUR for, I don't know, the last 15, 20 years I was out 
there.  And out there there's guys who bomb it, hit it a long way.  It is an advantage for 
them, I think.  If they're putting well and short game's going, it's hard to beat them.  They 
hit the par 5s in two and have that opportunity that I have to go out and play the par 5s 
and lay up and have my wedge game in great shape so I can make birdies on those 
holes:  It's just the way it is.  You look at my par 3 scoring average is always very good.  
As far as I can remember, I've been very high in -- I don't know if it's birdie conversion 
or what it's called out here, so I've always been highly ranked in par 3s, so I kind of 
make up for it there as well. 

Q.  And you mentioned being in a little bit better place this year.  Is that in 
reference to just all the stress and all -- everything that surrounds the 
challenges that go with the Ryder Cup, aside from the excitement half of it? 

COREY PAVIN:  It has nothing to do with that.  It's just, I don't want to get too 
philosophical, but it's kind of a little change in my thinking and reading a lot of different 
things.  It's kind of more of a spiritual path for me that I've been on the last four, five 
months.  I just feel in a better place because of it.

Q.  First time thing for you in life, or getting back to maybe where you had once 
been?

COREY PAVIN:  Yes and no.  It's a long answer, but I've just been looking at a lot of 
different philosophies and things like that, and it's been very interesting for me.  Just 
been studying a lot of different religions and philosophies and just kind of soaking it in, 
and I've just been kind of a little bit mellower and more peaceful inside, a little happier 
with myself, I guess.

Q.  You mentioned the belly putter, when you tried it, it was not for you.  Any 
thoughts on the legality of it, obviously Tiger coming out last week and --
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COREY PAVIN:  Yeah, it's not for me to decide that.  I guess I can have input on that, 
and being someone who's used to a regular length putter my whole life, I don't think that 
it's the greatest idea to have them legal, but I don't make those decisions.

I think I've heard some people say that statistically it doesn't show a whole lot of 
difference.  I think the bottom line is it makes a person who doesn't putt great a decent 
putter.  I think it kind of takes that bad stuff away from the average or poor putter and 
kind of levels it off for them a little bit.

I've never seen someone that was a poor putter become a great putter using it, but 
certainly they can become a better putter.

If I was making the rules, I would disallow them, but that's just one man's opinion.

Q.  Have you been to Naples before, period?

COREY PAVIN:  Yeah, I was here --

Q.  You played the Shootout '01, I think, Shark Shootout?

COREY PAVIN:  Yeah, I played the Shark Shootout, thank you.  I didn't win, but I played 
in it.  I didn't win, not that I remember.  I don't think -- no, I didn't win.  I was going gosh, 
come one, I would remember that.

I played here, let's see, I would say it was 2000.

Q.  '01. 

COREY PAVIN:  Both? 

Q.  Just '01.  2000 was in Miami.

COREY PAVIN:  I did play in 2000 though.  Yes, '01, okay.  But I played in a tournament 
over New Year's long time ago and I want to say it was -- I'm going to say 1986, 
because I think Ryan was a baby, my oldest boy, and we were here for New Year's.  I 
couldn't tell you where it was, but there was a tournament --

Q.  Cal Peete maybe? 

COREY PAVIN:  I played in that.  It was at the Ritz, I think, or we stayed at the Ritz 
because I think there was a New Year's party at the Ritz.  Look it up, it was 1986 or '87.  
I did play in Calvin's deal somewhere along the way, too.  So I've been here a couple 
years.  Maybe that was too in depth an answer for that.
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Q.  I wanted to ask you about Sunday.  They gave us another renewal of Tiger/Phil 
for those who enjoy the contrast between them.  If you had a chance to see if, 
follow it, if you have any opinions either way on --

COREY PAVIN:  Yeah, I actually watched some of it Sunday night before we went out.  I 
don't know how much contrast there are between the two because they're both great 
players.  They have a little different style of the way they play, I guess maybe that's the 
contrast.  It was pretty impressive, Phil, what he did.  I kept seeing him making 30-foot 
par putts.  He made a couple big long bombs for par.  He just had it going.  Generally 
they bring the best out in both of each other.  Unfortunately Tiger just didn't play well on 
Sunday, but that happens.  But it was pretty impressive, 64, I must say.

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Any thoughts on TwinEagles? 

COREY PAVIN:  I played yesterday.  The golf course is very nice.  It's all pretty much 
right in front of you.  There's not a lot of trickery out there.  Playing yesterday, it seemed 
like I hit a lot of 5 and 6 irons out there.  It's a little more open golf course than last week 
off the tee.  But the greens are a bit tricky.  They're fast, and the course is in good 
shape.  I think it's a really nice golf course.  You've got to do a lot of good things out 
there.  If the weather is going to be like it is now, which I think it is, I think there could be 
some pretty decent scores shot here.  I don't know what was shot here in the past.  The 
greens have some slope on them, but they're a gentle slope, I think you might have 
some putts going in even with the speed of them.  There's a couple pretty hard holes on 
here, 18's one of them.  Strong finishing hole.  17 is a pretty neat hole, a lot can happen 
there, reachable par 5 over the water there.  Well-designed hole.

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Okay.  Anything else for Corey?  Corey, good luck this week.  
Thanks for joining us.

COREY PAVIN:  All right.  
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