
                                 

INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  KENNY PERRY
Sunday, February 19, 2012

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Kenny, final round 70, 20-under par, 196, you tied Bernhard 
Langer's tournament record set last year here.  Just an outstanding performance, 
five-shot victory, also equals the largest margin in the 25 years history of this 
tournament.  Second career win on the Champions Tour, second in the last four starts 
actually.  Just some thoughts about the final round, a little breezier today. 

KENNY PERRY:  Yeah, that was pretty concerning when I got out on the range this 
morning, it was blowing 25.  I was like oh, brother, this golf course is going to play totally 
different.  And when you don't play a lot, you know, I've only played four, five rounds on 
this golf course under different conditions and it's been fairly benign the whole week 
until today, I knew I had my hands full.  So my goal was just to par every hole.  My 
target score was pars, and if I could sneak a birdie in there every now and then, 
hopefully they draw interest, kind of hang on to them.  

Got off to a beautiful start.  I hit a great shot into 3:00, a 3-wood in there to about 
30 feet, was able to 2-putt for birdie.  The other par 5, I killed a drive.  I bet I hit it 370 
there.  I hit a 5-iron in there, and I kind of mis-hit it and it came up short.  But I chipped 
it up there to about six feet, was able to convert that one.  

And then 8, I hit a little 5 wood, 8-iron to about, you know, eight feet or whatever and 
was able to convert that, so that was really -- then I missed a short one on 9 I had a 
good chance to make, shooting 4-under.  That front nine I shot 4-under, 4-under, 
3-under, so I've got to credit a lot of my success this week to the front nine getting me 
off to such a great start.   

10, I hit a -- the 10th hole is dead into the wind.  I pulled an 8-iron left into the bunker 
and I missed about a three-and-a-half footer.  I missed a short par putt.  

11 and 12 are into the wind, I made great pars there.  And then 13 I hit a good drive and 
a 3-wood kind of long and right on the green.  I had to putt up the hill, ended up hitting it 
about 15 feet by but I made it coming back, and that was the putt that really to me I 
thought was the deal.

All I had to do now, because we were turning, now from 14 in, we were downwind 
or right to left.  We were no more into the wind from there on, so I was able -- I 
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hit sand wedge into the next two holes, 14 and 15.  I didn't convert.  Then 16 I hit a 
pitching wedge.  

17 I laid up because I had a six-stroke lead.  There's no reason to try to take that shot 
on.  Missed a little birdie there.  

Then 18, thank goodness I was six up.  I tried to steer a drive, pulled it way left into the 
junk, took an unplayable, chipped out, and I was able to get on and I was able to make 
that eight- to 10-footer for bogey.  Which to me I was grinding over that putt.  I really 
wanted that putt, I really wanted to shoot 20-under.  I didn't want to fall back to 19 like I 
did at Colonial one year.  I had a seven-stroke lead coming in and I doubled and I went 
from 21 to 19.  I said I ain't doing that this week, so I was able to get that putt in.  
Ecstatic.  It's a great win for me.

Q.  Your first putt at 13 was how long?

KENNY PERRY:  45 feet.  Pin was on the left side of the green, I was far right off the 
shelf down there.  It kind of boomerangs down there.

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  We'll just go to questions.

Q.  Can you talk about your par putt on 1?  Tom was in here and he was really 
talking about that. 

KENNY PERRY:  Well, I agree, I agree.  I spoke about that earlier.  That putt told me my 
hands were in the game, my head, my hands, I had good nerves.  I hit a 6-iron into the 
wind that carried too far, went over the green.  The pin was back and I had no angle, so 
I had to kind of run it up the slope.  Didn't quite hit it hard enough and I had about a 15-, 
18-footer down the hill breaking left to right.  

When you're putting in 20-, 25-mile an hour winds, you're at the mercy of the wind, the 
greens.  I slipped it right in there, it just broke beautifully, just fell in the left side.  To me, 
I thought, you know, game on, let's go.  I was ready to go. 

Q.  Does this solidify you wanting to be out here, or does this just energize 
you --

KENNY PERRY:  It tempts me more.  Why not?  I love playing out here.  I've always 
said that.  I have a great time out here sandy and I had a great week this week.  We 
stayed at the La Playa.  Beautiful, right on the beach looking out on the Gulf there.  It 
was magical.  I've had a lot of success here in Naples.  I really like Naples.  I've enjoyed 
my time here.  

I am going to play some on the other Tour.  Now, this kind of jump starts me, gets me 
out there.  I wish I could go to California, but I still represent Transitions so I've got to go 
to Tampa to play the junior TOUR.  But I'll show back up in Biloxi. 
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Q.  Tempts you more to stay out here or to try it out on the regular TOUR? 

KENNY PERRY:  Well, if I can make 20 birdies in two rounds, I definitely want to go try 
that out on the other Tour, too.  I'm not going to be picky here.  If I can win on both tours, 
not many people have won on both tours, and that's kind of a small goal of mine, to be 
able to win on both.  I've got this side done.  I just need to figure out a way to win over 
there now. 

Q.  Or can this be a little bit of a mirage and make you think that you can make 20 
birdies --

KENNY PERRY:  No, I understand.  You see me putt?  I know how I putt.  When my 
putter gets hot, I've got a great shot.  It doesn't very often, but for whatever this week, 
my eyes, my lines were good, my stroke was money, so I could definitely count on it this 
week.

Q.  Were you focused at all on just the guys in your group; everybody else was 
just too far back to worry about?

KENNY PERRY:  Not really.  I knew it was going to be tough on everybody.  I just knew 
par was a good score.  It's boring golf.  Somebody walked by me today -- oh, Russ 
Cochran.  He said, Just go out there and do your job today.  And to me, that stuck with 
me on the first tee.  It wasn't a thing of beauty, it wasn't pretty but, you know, it's very 
effective, very efficient and hit a lot of quality golf shots, kept it in play, kept it in front of 
me, was able, you know -- it's nice when you go that last hole and have a six-stroke 
lead.  That is a great feeling.  I've been able to have that a few times on the PGA TOUR, 
too.  There's nothing sweeter than that.

Q.  Last question on the two tours for me.  The Schwab Cup, that year-end kind 
of stuff, does this push you farther into thinking about -- 

KENNY PERRY:  Well, I said that was definitely a goal of mine.  Last year I was only 
able to play one or two majors on this Tour.  It kept conflicting with my obligations on the 
PGA TOUR.  This year I'm going to focus -- I'll be able to play all the majors this year.  
I'm really looking forward to that.  I would love to somehow get a major on this Tour.  
Couldn't do it on the junior TOUR, so I'd love to do it on this Tour.  It's a great goal of 
mine.  

If winning gets me up there to that Charles Schwab Cup, I'd love to be able to compete 
for that.  I think I've got the game, I've got the ability to do it.  It's just a matter of I want 
to work at it.  To me, it's all about working at it, staying hungry, staying positive and get 
after it and beat balls.  I get lazy.  Sometimes I don't want to do that, but for me to be 
competitive, I've got to practice.
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PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Okay.  We'll let you get out of here.  Thanks very much, 
congratulations.
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