
                                 

INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  TOM LEHMAN
Sunday, February 19, 2012

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Okay, Tom, even par 72 today, very windy out there, gusts right 
near thirty, I guess, that's what the weatherman said.  

Maybe just a few thoughts about the final round.  Kenny played very steady and won 
fairly easily. 

TOM LEHMAN:  Yeah, he did, he played very, very well.  2-under par today I think is a 
very good score.  He had a little bit of a problem on the last, you know, but all in all, he 
was pretty much error free throughout the day and it was tough to get any pressure on 
him.  He played really well on the front nine, and really nobody else really did a whole 
lot of anything so he kind of had -- I wouldn't say a free run at the back nine, but he just 
had to keep himself afloat and he was going to win easily, and he did. I give him all the 
credit in the world for playing a great tournament.

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Is there any point during the round where -- I think you got within 
four -- where you thought, with the wind, maybe I have a chance? 

TOM LEHMAN:  You know, I birdied is the 11th, and then I turned right around and 
made a bogey on 12, so that really hurt.  Then 13 was kind of salt in the wound, hit it 
right off the edge in two and didn't make a birdie.  From that point on, it was just really 
tough for me to kind of stay in the game.  I just felt like my chances had kind of slipped 
away.  If I was going to have a chance, I needed to make those birdies.  

Anyway, all in all for me, it was a frustrating day.  I didn't putt well at all, but it's 
difficult to putt when the wind's blowing like this.  You can either get into a 
rhythm and make everything, or you can kind of be out of rhythm all day with the 
putter, get blown all over the place by the wind and make nothing, and that's kind 
of where I was at.

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Details on 11 and 12.  What did you hit in?

TOM LEHMAN:  11, I hit a really good tee shot and 6-iron from like 148, but it went 
50 feet past the hole and I made a great putt, long putt, 50-footer for birdie.  

The next hole I misclubbed, hit it over the green with a 3-iron and that was a 4-iron 
shot, made bogey.  Hit a beautiful putt there too that some somehow stayed up.  But 
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those are -- to me, anytime you make birdies and follow them up with bogeys, it's a 
momentum killer and especially when you're chasing somebody.

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  We'll just go to questions.  Seth? 

Q.  Generally, though, the week is a step forward for you?

TOM LEHMAN:  Yeah, it was definitely better play.  I hit the ball much better, very 
solidly, I just -- my short game is hurting me.  Even though I made a lot of birdies the 
first two days, there was -- I either hit a really beautiful putt or I hit a terrible putt.  I 
happened to hit 16 great puts the first two days and made 16 birdies, and then 
everything else was kind of shaky and that kind of slowly erodes my confidence.  So I 
need to really work on my chipping.  I chipped it in the pond from 17 across the green 
and that's a tough one to swallow.  My short game needs work.

Q.  Kenny had a couple of birdies there I think in the first six holes.  Just talk 
about that.  He didn't stumble at all coming out of the gate?

TOM LEHMAN:  He got off to a nice start.  He made about an 18-footer for par on 1, hit 
a good drive and a pretty good-looking second over the green, tough shot, then made a 
beautiful save.  

Anytime you have a big lead and you actually do something like that on the first hole, it's 
like making a birdie.  You kind of walk away with this sense of accomplishment.  If he 
had missed that putt, not that it would have made a difference, but it changes things a 
little bit, but I thought that was a really huge putt for him on the 1st hole.

Q.  You talked about for yourself committing more to this Tour.  Kenny's kind of 
stuck in the middle where he's still trying to play them both a little bit.  What does 
this do?  Does this confuse the situation for him or does this convince him to 
come more out here, and would he be one of the contenders for Player of the Year 
and that kind of stuff if he were to commit to this Tour full time?

TOM LEHMAN:  Absolutely, I think he's one of the top five players out here for sure.  
The difficulty is you have a week like this week where he won easily, he played so 
beautifully.  If he had to be honest and evaluate -- if I'm Kenny Perry and going to be 
honest in evaluating myself, I'm going to say I hit it really long, I hit it really straight, I 
putt beautifully, hit my irons close.  There's no reason why he still can't compete on the 
PGA TOUR.  That's what I would be thinking.  I'm sure that's what he thinks, too.  Again, 
it does muddy the waters, so we'll see what he does.

Q.  I saw you said just something to him there on 18.  Anything you can share?

TOM LEHMAN:  Oh, it was just the basic, you know, you played great, you deserve to 
win, you didn't give anybody a chance this week, it was fun to watch, blah blah blah blah 
blah.  
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I told him there was a guy from Canada who told me to tell him, Thank you for hitting 
that shot on 18 into the weeds, it made me feel better about myself.  That's what the guy 
told me, so you're maybe not Superman after all.  You hit one bad shot in the 54 holes. 

Q.  Do you think the guys on Tour want him to come out here and bring that 
credibility, added ability to this Tour just to elevate its stature more, or keep that 
kind of dominance away from here? 

TOM LEHMAN:  No, no.  Look, this Tour benefits greatly by having guys like Kenny out 
here and guys like Hale Irwin still playing, and Gary Player when he chooses to, and 
Trevino.  It benefits greatly to have Couples show up.  We need that.  

I think it also benefits when guys who play this Tour go play the other Tour and do well.  
Over the last four, five years, or three years for sure that I've been out here, there's 
been, you know, Watson almost won the British Open and John Cook finished third in a 
tournament last year, I've had a couple of good weeks.  It's good for our Tour when our 
players go on the other Tour and play well.

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Okay, Tom.  Thanks very much.  Good luck next week in Mexico.

TOM LEHMAN:  Thank you, take care.
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