
                                 

INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT: KENNY PERRY
Saturday, February 18, 2012

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Okay, Kenny, you tied the record here at TwinEagles with 10 
birdies and 62 today.  Actually 11 birdies. 

KENNY PERRY:  11 birdies, yeah.

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  And you've made 20 birdies in 36 holes, setting the all]-time 
36-hole record on the Champions Tour in relation to par, 18-under, 126.  
Congratulations.

KENNY PERRY:  Thank you.  That's pretty shocking, to tell you the truth.  How many 
years has the Champions Tour been going? 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  This is since 1980, so we're near 33.

KENNY PERRY:  33 years.  That's amazing.  So many great players have played this 
Tour, and to be able to now say I've had the lowest 36 of all time is pretty neat.  It's a 
neat accomplishment.

You know, it's just amazing I can make 20 birdies in 36 holes.  That's just phenomenal.  
It just shows how the greens are just fantastic.  If you get it on line here, it goes in.  I feel 
very comfortable with the putter.  It's coming off where I'm looking, and that to me has 
been the biggest difference.  I've always seemed to get it around okay tee to green, but 
I've always struggled on the greens.  For whatever reason, this week they're going in, 
so hopefully we can get it in there one more day.

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Do you just want to take us through the round?  You told Tim 
Rosaforte outside that you got off to a good start today.

KENNY PERRY:  Yeah, I bombed it in, I probably made a 25-footer on 1, then a 30-, 
35-footer on 2 right out of the hopper.  To me that really loosened me up, relaxed me, 
kind of really freed my game up.  It was off and running.

On 4 I made a nice little curler, eight footer for birdie.  And then the par 5, I hit in there 
close, third shot I hit in there close on the 6th, probably three or four feet.  And then 7, I 
made a great up and down out of the bunker.  I short-sided myself on the green, 
unbelievable, and I hit it for a tap-in, which kept the momentum, kept the round going.  

 http://tee-scripts.com 1

http://tee-scripts.com
http://tee-scripts.com


8, I hit a beautiful 6-iron -- 5-wood, 6-iron to about 15 feet behind the hole, made that.  
And then I don't think I birdied 9, did I?

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  No.

KENNY PERRY:  Okay.  10, I hit a 5-wood and a pitching wedge to about six, eight feet 
and made that.  Then parred 11, 12.  

13  the par 5, I hit a driver, 4-iron just in the fringe left, chipped it down there for a 
tap-in birdie.  Then I hit a driver and a 9-iron on the next hole, past the hole about 
15 feet and made that coming back.  

Then I three-putted the next hole.  I hit a 3-wood, pitching wedge.  I didn't hit my 
pitching wedge far enough.  I had about a 25 footer and I knocked it two feet past the 
hole and missed it coming back.  Really, the first -- I was more unsure of the read than 
the putt.  I don't think the stroke was bad, I just -- the ball broke the wrong direction 
going up and then it broke the wrong direction -- so I was just confused on that hole.  
Never seen that pin -- it's my third round of golf here or whatever, so I'm still trying to 
figure out how to play this place.  But I'm lucky I can remember the holes.  

Then I birdied the last three.  I hit a great 9-iron on 16 to probably eight feet.  Then on 
17 I drove it just in the rough and I didn't want to go for that front pin.  I watched where 
Michael Allen hit it and where Goodie hit it, and I was thinking, I can't get it up and down 
from those two spots, so I hit a pitching wedge for my second shot, left myself 80 yards 
and hit a little sand wedge in there to about three feet.  

Then I hit a driver and a pitching wedge to about 12 feet on 18 and knocked that in, so 
it's been pretty remarkable.  Anything around the hole, I've been able to convert.  I 
haven't left too many out there.

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Okay.  We'll just wait for the mic and start with questions.

Q.  Kenny, this kind of great ball striking is one of the things you've always been 
known for.  If the putting had been there more often for you in your career, this is 
the kind of round that maybe other folks might have expected more off of -- not 
this degree, but even on the regular TOUR, this is the potential that maybe a lot of 
folks have always thought of the greatness that your game had shown. 

KENNY PERRY:  Well, I always led the TOUR in greens in reg and total driving.  I 
always had the ability to hit it from tee to green.  I always agreed my flat stick's what 
always held me back.  When my putter -- when I putt good, I usually win.  You can see 
it doesn't happen very often.  So for whatever reason, it's going right now so we need to 
figure out a way to keep it going tomorrow.

Q.  Do you recall having or being on a streak like this?
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KENNY PERRY:  I've shot a lot of low rounds.  Like at Colonial, I shot a 63.  I shot 2 -- 
I was 21 under there going into the last -- 71st hole and ended up making double to -- 
nobody had shot 20-under there.  I ended up shooting 19-under.  The Memorial, I shot 
a 63.  Riviera, I shot 62 or 3 there.  I've had a lot of really low rounds on TOUR.  Just 
seems like when I get it going, I get hungrier and want more, and I just get after it and 
seem to see how low I can go.

Q.  Ever have a 62?

KENNY PERRY:  Yeah, I think so.  I think I shot 61.

Q.  Hartford?

KENNY PERRY:  Hartford, but it was only a par 70.  Maybe this 10-under is my lowest 
all time -- all-time round.  I think nine was probably -- I've shot 10 before, but it was 
par 72.

Q.  Obviously different golf course, different event, but you talked about your 
comfort with Naples.  Is there anyway that that maybe carries over and maybe 
just being in the right frame of mind and those type of things here?

KENNY PERRY:  Well, I wish it would.  I mean, I'm comfortable in a lot of places but 
that doesn't always necessarily work.  You can be comfortable, but if you're not hitting it 
good, it doesn't matter.  

But I really love Naples.  It's a great area.  We like the beach, we like the water here, so 
it's been a very relaxing week.  I just hope I can stay relaxed for tomorrow.

Q.  And what's it going to take tomorrow, do you think?  Do you think of a score, 
well, I have to get to this?

KENNY PERRY:  No, if I can kind of zone that out.  That usually hurts me.  When I start 
trying to shoot a number, I can't do it.  Like today, I didn't know how many under I was.  I 
just know I wanted to make a birdie and I wanted to birdie the next hole and that's just 
kind of the mindset I had.  If I can go out there and just get off to a good start and just 
be patient and keep hitting quality iron shots, I think I'm going to make the putts 
because the putter's working right now.

Q.  2-man scramble format, are you going to putt second tomorrow?

KENNY PERRY:  I wish it was a scramble tomorrow.

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  All done?  Good luck tomorrow.
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