
                                 

INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT: LARRY MIZE
Saturday, February 18, 2012

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Okay.  Larry Mize joins us in the interview room here.  Larry, 67 
today, and in any other year in the ACE Group Classic, you would have the 36-hole 
record, but as it stands you're three back of Kenny Perry.  Sort of talk about the day.  
You obviously played really good; not 62-good, but still pretty good. 

LARRY MIZE:  You know, it was another great day.  I played solid.  Left some putts out 
there, which, you know, we all have.  Playing with Tom Lehman and Russ Cochran, 
same thing, they left some putts out there.  Played a nice solid round.  I would love to 
have a few more, but you know, I've played two good rounds.  Another great day to play.  
Kenny played a great round.  Gee whiz, that's pretty special.

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  You have not made a bogey for 36 holes, but you're still three 
back.  Is there any confidence --

LARRY MIZE:  Are you trying to cheer me up, Phil? 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Is there any confidence knowing you birdied the last two going 
into tomorrow so you're still within striking distance? 

LARRY MIZE:  No question, birdieing the last two was nice today to get me within three.  
Otherwise, I've five back, which is a lot bigger mountain to climb.  But three back, the 
way Kenny's playing, it's going to be a big mountain to climb anyway.  Of course, you've 
got Tom Lehman right there and Langer's right there, so it's going to be a shootout 
tomorrow.  It should be a lot of fun.  I think the fans will enjoy it.  It's going to be -- you 
better take it deep and get that putter hot. 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Run through the round real quick, Larry.  You made five birdies.  
Any good saves? 

LARRY MIZE:  I had a really good save at 1.  I hit a poor drive and poor second shot 
into 1 and made a good shot from the front left bunker, two- or three-footer, tap-in for 
par.  

5, I made a nice save.  I hit it left of the green.  Didn't hit a very good pitch shot, knocked 
it just over, just off the green, made a 12-footer for par.  
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And then 6, hit a sand wedge up there about 10 feet, made that for birdie, or eight feet, 
made that for birdie.  

And then 8, I hit it just on the back fringe and made that for birdie from about 15 feet 
probably.  Yeah, about 15 feet, 15, 16 feet.  

And then what else did I do?  9, 10, 11.  12, I hit a 5-iron on the green and made a nice 
putt from 20, 25 feet.  20, 25 feet there for birdie.  And then --

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Last two?

LARRY MIZE:  Last two, on 17 I hit a good drive just a little too far left in the rough and I 
just didn't think it was very smart it wasn't worth the risk to try to get it there because it 
could have turned out bad.  So I laid up and wedged it on.  Had a tight lie in the fairway, 
so I had to make sure I caught the ball and caught it a little thin and hit it a little too far, 
but I made a nice probably 20-footer there for birdie.  

18, I hit a 7-iron in there and made a nice putt for birdie from about 10 feet.  Nice way to 
finish.

Q.  When a guy's going like Kenny is today, do you watch and try to feed off it, or 
do you almost try to block it out so you don't get thrown from what you're doing?

LARRY MIZE:  You know, it's funny, concentration was really good again today.  I was 
just enjoying playing with Tom and Russ, and I didn't even look at the scoreboard.  I 
didn't even know what he was doing.  When he birdied 18, Tom said, Well, there's 62.  I 
went wow, I didn't know, so I had no idea.  

But it's an interesting -- I think more than anything it can cause you to press.  I mean, I 
did look up at the board and saw how scores were going deep, and all of a sudden my 
tendency can be, okay, let's -- got to make some birdies, then you try to force stuff and 
a lot of times that doesn't work.  

So my game plan, especially on Saturday, I just keep playing hard and trying to make 
as many birdies.  I know I've got to go deep and nothing I can do but try and do that.  
Obviously tomorrow's a different story on the back nine, start looking at it tomorrow.

Q.  If there's one thing that maybe Kenny and Tom aren't necessarily known for 
are being great putters, and some folks would say that's one of your specialties.  
Does that give you an edge tomorrow if for some reason they're unable to keep 
that going? 

LARRY MIZE:  Sounds good to me.  You know, they're both great players and I am a 
good putter.  But, you know, I just -- I just got to get out there tomorrow and get off to a 
good start and get some birdies going just to stay close and try and put some heat on 
Kenny.
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Q.  I mean, Tom as Player of the Year, Kenny is Rookie of the Year, and you're 
right in there --

LARRY MIZE:  And I'm wherever.

Q.  How do you feel going into that tomorrow?  What would it mean to get up 
there and battle those two guys that have been playing so well?

LARRY MIZE:  Oh, it's great.  Playing with Russ today, Russ and Tom, Russ has been 
playing great and has had some great years.  He was Rookie of the Year his rookie 
year.  So to battle today and tomorrow, that's what you work hard for.  That's why you 
work to get in the last group with good players and butt heads and try to go at it, so I 
look forward to it.  It's fun. 

Q.  Do you feel like the underdog as far as them hitting it out there with the length 
they've got?

LARRY MIZE:  No, I'm used to guys -- I'm average at best out here and I'm used to 
guys knocking it by me.  I don't know if I'll think of myself as the underdog, but that's 
actually not a bad thing to me, be the underdog.  Just try to play my game, try to sneak 
in there.  I'll just enjoy being out there with them.  I won't think that, but that could be the 
case, yeah.

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Larry, good luck tomorrow.   
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