
                                 

INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  TOM LEHMAN
Saturday, February 18, 2012

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Tom Lehman with 66 today, and I don't know how it feels when 
some guy's shooting 126, but in any other year you would have tied the tournament 
record.  Take us through your day. 

TOM LEHMAN:  Well, I'm a little disappointed, quite frankly.  I played really well today, 
probably played better today and yesterday and just didn't get the ball to drop as often.  
I had a lot of really good chances, especially the first -- from the 9th hole to about the 
15th hole I had some really, really good chances and just couldn't cash in.  

So today was a bit disappointing, but all in all, when you look at 64-66, you have to be 
happy, and I am.  So there's still one more day to go. 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  We know low scores are out there so that's encouraging.  The 
weather may change a little bit tomorrow.

TOM LEHMAN:  I think for all the guys chasing, I hope it does change.  I hope it 
changes a lot, quite frankly.  But Kenny is obviously playing fantastic.  He's a superb 
player.  What he's done the first two days is spectacular but not surprising.  Nothing 
anybody does out here surprises me, and especially from him.

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Do you want to just run through the birdies, Tom?  Five of them 
on the front side.

TOM LEHMAN:  Birdied the 1st hole, 9-iron to about eight feet.  3rd hole, a par 5, hit a 
good drive and a smooth 3-wood just over the back edge and putted it from off the 
green to about a foot.  5th hole, par 3, nice 8-iron to about 15 feet, made that.  

6th hole, driver, 3-wood just short, rolled a putt from about five yards short of the green 
to about 10 feet and then made that.  Actually hit a really good first putt and (inaudible) 
second putt.  

Then 8th hole, good 3-wood, really good 7-iron to about 15 feet and made that.  Then 
went on a par binge, made nine straight pars or eight straight pars, whatever it might 
have been, until I got to the 17th hole and hit a good tee shot and 4-iron just off the 
right edge, rolled it up to about a foot again.  
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No bogeys.  I'm always pleased when I play bogey free.  I had a really great pairing with 
Russ and with Larry.  They are always great to play with, and we got to watch Kenny 
Perry bend over a lot all day long today as he picked up the ball out of the hole ahead of 
us.

Q.  What happens when you're rolling that well and all of a sudden you just lose 
the line and they just won't drop for you?

TOM LEHMAN:  That's a good question.  I felt like I was swinging the putter head 
beautifully the front nine.  It's funny, the left-to-right putts, I was stroking it perfectly.  
The right-to-left putts, I was missing, I was pulling.  I think that kind of rattled me a little 
bit.  Every time I had a left-to-righter, I made it.  Every time I had one going the other 
way, I didn't even come close, so I got a little bit stroke conscious, I think.

Then with knowing you had to make putts, I think I got -- tried to force the issue a little 
bit on the back nine.

Q.  Kenny's score, I mean obviously the conditions are suitable for it, but the 
depth of it is something that people have always known that he has the capacity 
for with his ball striking if his putting came along to match it. 

TOM LEHMAN:  He's won some tournaments where he's kind of run away from 
everybody and shot really low.  He's a long ball hitter.  He's accurate as well.  So the par 
5s are all reachable for him and there really isn't a long par 4 for him.  Every par 4 is a 
short one.  So when he gets things rolling, when he gets that putter working, and it looks 
like it is, he has the potential to really shorten courses up and take advantage of them.

Q.  Have you had any -- going to be in the final group with him again tomorrow.  
Have you had any good battles with him either out here or?

TOM LEHMAN:  We got into a fight in the parking lot one time.  No, just kidding.  

You know, not really.  I really haven't played that much with him, quite frankly.  You think 
about all the years and the opportunities to play, and it never really seemed like -- it 
seemed like his best golf didn't overlap with my best golf.  When I was playing my best, 
he wasn't playing his best, and when he was playing his best, I wasn't playing mine.  So 
I really didn't see a whole lot of Kenny on the golf course.

Q.  You had a good front nine today and you'll probably need something like that 
tomorrow. Does that give you some confidence when you've had success on 
those holes? 

TOM LEHMAN:  You know, I just take confidence in how solid I hit the ball today and 
how solid my putts also, for at least for nine holes.  There was a lot of really good things 
going on out there.  I think anytime you hit the center of the clubface nearly every shot, 
it leads to a confident attitude.
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Q.  If he leaves the door open just a crack early, I mean, you're one of the guys 
who has the length to compete with him if it is a race tomorrow. 

TOM LEHMAN:  Yeah.  Well, there's -- I haven't really seen all the number of players 
who are -- what was he, 18 or 19, something like that?  18.  And then Larry's at 15, I 
think I'm 14 and there's a couple guys at 13 and 10, is that correct?  Yeah.  So the field 
has kind of gotten spread out a bit.  There's only really four guys who even have a 
chance to catch him, five guys maybe.  

I should take that -- I shouldn't say that.  If you're 10-under and he slips a little bit and 
shoots even par, those guys are in the hunt as well.  So really, as you know, the ball is 
totally in Kenny Perry's court.  This is his tournament to win or not to win, and with the 
experience he has, he's going to be very tough to catch.

Q.  Thanks, Tom.  We'll let you go.

TOM LEHMAN:  Thank you.
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