
                                 

INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  KENNY PERRY
Friday, February 17, 2012

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Okay.  31-33 and 64 in the opening round.  A day for low scores 
and you had one of the lowest in there.  Just overall comments about the round.

KENNY PERRY:  It's amazing.  Like I said earlier, you can shoot 64 and be two behind.  
Typical Champions Tour.  Excited.  Unexpected.  Hadn't been playing particularly very 
well, not much confidence and then just got it rolling.  

Told Sandy, my wife, just made a lot of nice putts today.  Just seems like I kept it in there 
six to 15 feet and was able to knock some in.  Just got on a roll.  

Shooting 5-under the front nine and made four birdies in a row there on the back, and 
then drove it in a bush on 17 which kind of killed the momentum, but that was really the 
only poor shot I hit all day, so I really can't complain.

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Talk about the birdies, just run through them.

KENNY PERRY:  2, I hit a 5-iron about 20 feet, made it.  

3, I hit driver, 4-iron about 30 feet, 2-putted for birdie.  

6, a hit a sand wedge to about six feet.  

7, I hit a pitching wedge to about six feet.  

9, I hit an 8-iron probably 20 feet from the hole and made it, so I'm making them outside 
of 10 feet, which is unusual for me.

And then 13, I hit a good drive and a 4-iron on the front fringe and putted it up to about 
two feet past.

14, I hit a pitching wedge to probably about eight feet.

15, I hit a good 3-wood and a sand wedge to about four feet.

16, I hit a pretty little 9-iron to about 18 feet, made that.

 http://tee-scripts.com 1

http://tee-scripts.com
http://tee-scripts.com


Then had to take a penalty drop on 17 and ended up making bogey.  That's nine birdies, 
one bogey.  So if you can birdie half the holes, you've done all right.

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Encouraging start, though.

KENNY PERRY:  Terrific, yeah, exactly.

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  We'll just go to questions.

Q.  What are you thinking going into 17?  It's downwind. 

KENNY PERRY:  I'm thinking eagle.  I'm thinking you can land an aircraft carrier out 
there on that fairway.  There was no bad thoughts in my head, but that's been my typical 
miss here this whole year.  I've got some swing issues I'm working on and I let the club 
drop in inside, got underneath me.  And every time I do that, I usually come from the 
inside too much and it makes the ball come out of the heel of the golf club.  It starts left 
and then it nosedives.  

If I keep the club outside of my hands and take it back a little, from outside, my plane is 
usually in pretty good shape.  I did a pretty good job of that all day.  I may have tried to 
swing too hard on 17, maybe tried to do something a little bit out of my element there 
that I probably shouldn't have done, but I was feeling good.  I made nine birdies and just 
was rolling.  Just made four birdies in a row, but that's okay, that's golf.

Q.  What was the situation with the ball in the bush?

KENNY PERRY:  I had nothing.  I couldn't even see it.  We found it, but I just took a -- 
kept the point between me and the hole and went as far back as I could, laid it in the 
rough and just laid up; then sand wedge a little long and two-putted.

Q.  Larry and Tom both converted a lot from outside 10, 12 feet.

KENNY PERRY:  I'll tell you what, this golf course is immaculate.  The greens are 
just -- I mean, it's like carpet out there.  They're so pretty and so smooth.  It's amazing.  
You have 78 guys or 80, how many are in this field, walking or trampling around in front 
of me and then the greens are this nice.  Everybody's going to make putts.  It's just -- 
you know, you've just got to get it in there and expect to make it, hope you can make it 
and hope you can stay in touch because there's going to be a lot of low scores.

Q.  Was the wind actually opposite today from what it normally is?

KENNY PERRY:  It was a southeast yesterday, southwest today, wasn't it?  It just kind 
of moved from one way to the other, and then I think it's going to work its way even 
around.  If that front's moving in by Sunday, it's going to be different.
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Q.  If 17 and 18 play into the wind, which is I think their typical, will scoring stay 
this way if it gets a little tougher?

KENNY PERRY:  Well, you're probably right.  If 17 and 18 play into the wind, we won't 
be able to go for it in two, but we'll still be able to get it up there for a wedge, sand 
wedge.  I don't think it will really change that hole.

But 18 will play drastically different.  I hit a driver and an 8-iron today, and if that's into 
the wind, if we're hitting 5-irons into the hole with all that water, it's going to be an 
exciting finish.

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Anything else?

Q.  Were you watching the board much or just seeing what Larry was doing?

KENNY PERRY:  Well, he already posted 10-under.  I was on 16 and I saw 10-under 
come up and I was like, good grief, I'm still two behind.  I was able to birdie it, but then, 
you know, didn't do it coming in.  I was shocked actually.  I didn't think the scores were 
going to be that low.  Then when I got to looking and paying attention, if I'm making 
putts, there's going to be a lot of guys making putts.
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