
                                 

INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  LARRY MIZE
Friday, February 17, 2012

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Larry Mize comes home in 30, and looks like you almost had a 
perfect round of golf.  You hit every green, 14 fairways, only 27 putts, matching your 
career low.  I looked it up, you had 62 at the '85 L.A. Open. 

LARRY MIZE:  At Riviera. 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  This week's stop on the PGA TOUR.  Just talk about the day.

LARRY MIZE:  I did it Friday there, too.

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Wow, okay.

LARRY MIZE:  Kind of funny.  I just thought about that.  It was the second round, yeah.  
You know, it was a great day.  The course is in great shape, the greens are such where 
you can definitely get it rolling and make some putts.  And I had a great group, you 
know.  Jeff and Mike both played well.  Jeff didn't get as much out of it, but he still 
played really solid.  

We kind of fed off each other and it just -- checking it up there close and I kept hitting a 
bunch of good putts and made a couple of bombs.  That one on 11, I think you have to 
to shoot a round like 62.  I made a bomb at 11 and a bomb at 17.  It was just a great 
day.  I played really really solid. 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Do you want to just run us through the round?

LARRY MIZE:  Yeah.  Do you just want the birdies?

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Birdies and if you had any good saves.

LARRY MIZE:  Routine 2-putted 1 and 2.  

3, I wasn't able to go for it.  I hit a 3-wood over to the right, 60-degree wedge from 
about 60 yards up there about four, five feet and made that for birdie.  

4, driver, 7 iron in there about eight feet, made that for birdie.  
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And then 7, I didn't hit a great drive, hit 5-iron in there.  My partners were hitting 8-irons 
and wedges, I think, but I made a nice putt from probably 25 feet for birdie on 7.  

8, I hit driver -- what did I hit in there?  Driver, 7-iron into 8 and made it from about 10 
or 12 feet. 

And then 11, I hit driver and 3-iron hybrid, made it from, good gracious, I don't know 
how far that was.  I have no idea how far would that have been. 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Number 11.

LARRY MIZE:  I'm terrible with distances.  I guess it was probably 45 feet.  We'll just 
give it that, 45 feet.

And then 13, 13's a par 5.  I laid up and hit a wedge in there, gap wedge in there 12, 
12 feet again, 12, 15 feet, 12 feet, made that for birdie.

14, I hit driver, 8-iron and made it from 15 feet.

And then 17, hit driver, hybrid in there and made it from 35 feet.

And 18, hit driver, 6-iron and made it from about five feet.  That was it.

You know how it goes, I left a few out there, but I had made a lot of good putts.  So I 
am -- no complaints from me at all.  It was a really good day.

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Okay.  Questions?

Q.  Which is a tougher shot, the approach on 17 or maybe on 18 over the water? 

LARRY MIZE:  That's a really good question.  They were both really good shots.  You've 
got to be careful.  The one at 17, I probably hit it just a little left of where I wanted to.  
Trying to go just right of the pin and it ends up going right at it. 

So which is the tougher shot?  I would say -- there's completely different -- they're 
both tough.  I would say the tougher shot is probably -- that's a really good question.  

The problem is they're so different because 17, you're hitting a second shot and you can 
miss it and get up and down for birdie.  

18, you miss it, you have to get up and down for par.  But I still think the tougher shot to 
put it in there close was 17, yeah, I would say.  I could about flip a coin because they're 
both good holes, but one of them is a birdie hole, the other one, you'll take a par.  I was 
very happy with a birdie, but par's a good score on 18 in my opinion.

Q.  Was there an iron shot that really kind of got you going?
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LARRY MIZE:  Well, I just got off to a good start.  The first two holes, even though I 
didn't make par, I hit really good shots.  That kind of makes you feel good.  I hit two 
hybrid irons, you know, right where I wanted to on the first two holes, so that makes you 
feel good.  

And then really good birdie chance I get, I make it, so the round got off to a nice start 
where everything is going nice.  And then obviously made three lengthy putts with 7, 11 
and 17.  But I would say the putt on 17 kind of kept the round going because I was just 
2-under, made that putt to go 3, and then I birdied 8.  Nothing special, just got off to a 
solid start and continued through the round.

Q.  You were asked about the 25th anniversary of the Masters.  I had a 
conversation with Phil about it earlier in the week, there was some chat in the 
media room that that actually got you fired up out there today. 

LARRY MIZE:  I always look forward to Augusta.  Every time the new year comes 
around, that's always in the back of my head.  I just going out there and playing and 
competing.  

It wasn't in my mind today, I promise.  I was focused.  I think my concentration was 
really good today, my attitude and focus was just -- I'd like to focus and concentrate 
every day like I did today.  You've got to do that to shoot the good rounds, and I did a 
really good job mentally out there today.

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  I was going to ask you, Larry, was there any similarity to today 
and when you shot 62 and Riviera in '85.

LARRY MIZE:  Not really.  Riviera was interesting, it was a 9-under par 71.  I was 
8-under after 11 there and I then just parred until I birdied 18, so it was kind of different.

I shot 29 on the front, and I didn't even know I shot 29.  I was thinking par was 36, it was 
35, so I didn't know I did it.  Scott Simpson said "good nine" after we were playing 
together on 10.  I said I wanted to shoot 29, he said you did, good.  

And I got off to a really -- I think I eagled one at Riviera so they were different.  Riviera 
was real hot at the beginning of the round.  This one actually -- well, I did better on the 
back nine than the front, so they were different.

Q.  Having the immediate memory of that round from 25 years ago, more than, 
does that make a day like today also a similarly special day and could that be a 
sign of a special week for you getting off to such a great start?

LARRY MIZE:  That's a good question.  62s don't come along very often so it's a pretty 
special day for me.  I don't know.  I didn't think about Riviera at all until I came in here 
and Phil said something.  I don't know, today's a great day.  I've just got to enjoy today 
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and come out and keep firing the next two days because everybody's going to be firing 
as well.  There's a lot of golf left to play, but I'm just really pleased with the start because 
I feel like I'm doing some good things and this is just proof that what I'm doing's good 
and keep pushing to make birdies.

Q.  How hard are you working at it these days to get a second senior victory?

LARRY MIZE:  I'm trying to work smart.  You can work too hard.  I'm trying to work 
smart, make sure I get enough rest, just trying to work the appropriate amount because 
sometimes I can go out there and overwork it and kind of mess it up a little bit 
sometimes.  So the thing is to put the right amount of work and then leave and come 
back the next day.

Q.  The win in Montreal, was it a very special week for you to break such a long 
drought? 

LARRY MIZE:  It was very special because it did break the long drought.  My wife and 
two of our boys were with me, so that was special.  And it was kind of cool winning on 
the Fourth of July as well.  I think it was their independence day like on Thursday or 
Friday or something and ours on Sunday, so it was a special week.

Q.  Going to need the wind to pick up to keep the scores from staying so low for 
the rest of the week here?

LARRY MIZE:  Probably.  Obviously, they'll probably do something with the pins and the 
greens.  With no rain, as they get a little firmer and faster, that will change.  The course 
is in such good shape, the scores will probably continue to be good. 

Q.  (Question regarding pin placements.)

LARRY MIZE:  Not necessarily.  I'm trying to think as I go back over, I don't really think 
about that too much, but there were some good pins.  I thought 11 and 12 were both 
good pins, hard to put it in there close on those two holes.  18 was a good pin.  Pretty 
good pin on 16.  Normally they kind of balance it out, some medium, some hard, but I 
just think it was an ideal day to play golf.

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Larry, continued good luck.

LARRY MIZE:  Thanks, Phil.  
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