
                                 

INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  TOM LEHMAN
Friday, February 17, 2012

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Okay.  Tom Lehman, 32-32, 64 and an 8-under par.  You're two 
back of Larry Mize after round one, but you birdied five of the last six to get within 
striking distance.  Just talk about the day. 

TOM LEHMAN:  First of all, I want to talk about the golf course.  The golf course is in 
tremendous condition.  The greens are just beautiful.  It's really fun putting when they're 
that fast and that true.  So my hat's off to the superintendent for getting them that way.  

As far as my round goes, I think you look at all the stats, I'm not a real stat guy, but you 
can kind of tell the tale.  Hit almost every fairway, hit most of the greens, rolled the ball 
really well.  10 birdies, two bogeys, 8-under par.  I'm very pleased with that.

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Do you want to run us through the round real quick? 

TOM LEHMAN:  Good start.  I birdied the second hole, a par 3, which is a tough hole, 
so it's a good birdie to make.  

Next hole, a par 5, good bunker shot, good putt, so good start to the day.  

And the next par 5, number 6, great tee shot and a rescue in the middle of the green, 
2-putted for birdie.  

The 7th hole, another birdie, 8-iron to about 15 feet.  

The 10th hole, another birdie.  This was a 115-yard chip shot with a 9-iron to about 
10 feet to made that.  

Missed the green on 11 and made bogey.  Three-putted 12 and had bogey, so the 
round had a little bit of a hiccup there in the middle.  

Then starting on 13, the par 5, I birdied there.  I could reach the green in two, but hit the 
edge of the bunker, easy bunker shot, made birdie.

14th hole, par 5, good drive and a little 8-iron, 15-footer, made that. 

15th hole, driver, sand wedge, 20 feet, made that.  
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16th hole is an 8-iron to about 15 feet, made that. 

17, the par 5, pushed my second shot right, great pitch to about six feet, made that.  

And then I stood on the 18th thinking I haven't made a par yet on the back nine, it'd be 
nice to make one more birdie so I could do something I've never done before which is 
play nine holes without a par, but I managed to make a par.  Yeah, you've done that, 
made a par.

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  I thought you were going to do it. 

TOM LEHMAN:  It was a good putt, I hit a good putt there.  Maybe just a hair shy on the 
speed, but I liked it when I hit it and it looked good most of the way.

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  We'll open it up for questions.

Q.  Reachable par 5s and the wind maybe laid down, just ideal for scoring today?

TOM LEHMAN:  Well, yeah, the conditions were great.  The wind probably never blew 
more than 12 or 15 miles an hour max at any time.  

The course is, I think, set up well for the wind, at least I'm not sure if this is a typical 
wind.  I'm guessing that's probably the prevailing type direction.  So I think the course 
sets up well with that wind.  You know, one of those things where you -- three or four 
holes are all with the wind coming in.  So it just seems like if you can kind of play some 
of the tougher holes well which are maybe into the wind, you have some real chances 
coming the other way. 

Q.  How did you refocus or what got you refocused after 11 and 12?

TOM LEHMAN:  Well, I think it was helpful that it was a par 5 coming up.  It didn't help 
that Corey hit a shot to the right into the hazard and then Jay kind of fired one to the 
right maybe in the edge of the hazard.  Just having made two bogeys and watching 
those two shots, you had to really kind of aim further left than I was, you know, planning 
on and just trying to keep it from going right.  

Sometimes for me, just the way I am, when I see two shots do that, I tend to do the 
same thing.  Who knows why.  But I hit a great tee shot and pretty good second, good 
bunker shot, birdie.  

When you make two bogeys in a row and then make a birdie, kind of gets you back on 
your feet.  Then you make another birdie, now you're kind of back where you were, then 
you make more birdies, so the whole round just kind of took off once again, and I think 
that's more about patience and just not getting rattled.
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Q.  Do you pay attention to the scoreboard and see the scores or do you just -- 

TOM LEHMAN:  I watch the board, I do.  Like I said, the conditions were just really 
good for scoring today.  The greens were holding.  I mean, they're not sloppy holding, 
but they hold a shot.  They're just rolling so true.  That's the big thing, they're rolling so 
true.  If you get the ball hunting the hole, they're going to go in.

Q.  Ordinarily if you shoot a 64 you would expect to be in the lead at a 
tournament.  Is it kind of a surprise to all of a sudden get done and find out 
there's a guy -- 

TOM LEHMAN:  I'm two shots behind?  No, I'm not surprised.  We were talking today, 
the PGA TOUR's little tagline, These Guys Are Good.  Ours is, These Guys Are Still 
Good.  

These guys are still really good out here.  You put them in positions where they can 
attack pins and they're going to make a lot of birdies.  I'm not surprised at the way the 
scoring went today.

Q.  What would the portion of the field -- I mean, other people who are, say, at 
2-under or even par or something, they've got to shoot a couple of really great 
rounds just to catch up at this point.  It's very competitive. 

TOM LEHMAN:  Yeah.  I found that over the course of my career, there just seems to 
be these group momentum where everybody seems to play well, and then there's other 
times when it's like the field just runs into a brick wall and nobody does anything, 
sometimes under perfect conditions, you know.  You can't explain it.

So the guys, you know, you don't know what's going to happen.  You don't know if the 
guys in the top part of the field have one of those slow days, and then some guy who's 
back there shoots his own 62.  You know, probably at the end of three rounds here, it's 
going to be 18-under or 17 or 19 or 16 or 20.  Who knows, but it's going to be up in that 
range if the weather stays nice, so the guys who had 2-under know that but they can 
shoot two really good rounds.

Q.  Do you remember where you were when you saw Larry Mize's -- if you saw 
it -- chip in?

TOM LEHMAN:  Chip in? 

Q.  In 1987. 

TOM LEHMAN:  Do I remember where I was?  I remember watching it.  No, I don't 
remember where I was.  I just know that I was watching it.  I came out of my -- I think I 
hit the ceiling.  I was in the chair.  Next thing I know, my hair was stuck through the 
stucco.  I couldn't believe it.  Amazing.  Why do you ask?
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Q.  25-year anniversary? 

TOM LEHMAN:  Oh, is that right?

Q.  Larry's still riding the high of --

TOM LEHMAN:  He's reliving that moment?

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Well, the interesting thing is we discovered that he shot 62 once 
on the PGA TOUR, and it was on Friday at Riviera in 1985, which happens to be the 
stop this week.

TOM LEHMAN:  Wow.  So is there a little karma going on here, twilight zone? 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Anything else for Tom?  All right.  We'll let you go.  Thanks.  Good 
playing.

TOM LEHMAN:  Thank you.  

 http://tee-scripts.com 4

http://tee-scripts.com
http://tee-scripts.com

