
                                 

INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  KENNY PERRY
Thursday, February 16, 2012

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  We're joined in the interview room this afternoon by Kenny Perry.  
First time in Naples as a member of the Champions Tour, but no stranger to the area 
after having some success in the Shark Shootout at Tiburon, winning twice, once with 
Scott Hoch and once with John Houston.  

Some thoughts about coming back for your first senior event in Naples.  This is the 25th 
anniversary of this tournament, maybe some thoughts about TwinEagles.  

KENNY PERRY:  Excited to be here for one.  Love the golf course.  Seems like it has a 
little advantage -- length is going to have an advantage this week.  There's a lot of 
forced carries out there to get over.  

Always have loved Naples.  I love this area, love the beach.  My wife always comes.  
I've always liked the western part of Florida better than the eastern part of Florida.  I 
played the Shark Shootout for 20 years now, so I've always spent a lot of time in 
Naples.  Enjoy the people, enjoy the weather, so excited to be here.  It's going to be a 
fun week.

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Okay.  Maybe talk about your game right now.

KENNY PERRY:  Well, I've only played a couple events this year.  Kind of got off to a 
little bit of a slow start.  I made a change of equipment companies from Taylor Made to 
Adams now.  I was with Taylor Made for 21 years, with Adams now starting this year, so 
I'm having all new equipment.  

But my biggest problem has been the golf ball.  I played the 05x since '05, and then 
Titleist told me this year they would not allow me to use that golf ball.  Now I'm having to 
use the 11 Pro Vx and I'm having a little trouble with this golf ball.  To me, the 
equipment's been great.  I'm having an adjustment process with this golf ball.  It spins 
more into the wind for me.  Seems like I can't seem to really maneuver it like I could with 
the other golf ball, so that's been an adjustment period.  

So game's okay.  I haven't played a lot.  I did play one TOUR event.  I played the Waste 
Management in Phoenix.  Made the cut but nothing great.  I'm a very slow starter my 
whole career.  I'm a summertime golfer.  I look forward to the hot, humid weather.  It's 
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hot and humid here, but my game's not quite ready.  I kind of play myself into shape by 
summertime, so whatever I can get early in the year is definitely a bonus. 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  We'll go to questions, just wait for the mic.   

Q.  Your equipment issue, can you describe the difference between the two golf 
balls?

KENNY PERRY:  Well, to me, distance is comparable downwind.  I have lost at least a 
club into the wind.  That's where it's been bothering me.  I've lost yardage off the tee 
into the wind, I've lost yardage with my irons into the wind.  Downwind, crosswind, I 
have the same distance.  So to me the golf ball's spinning more and it's floating.  I can't 
seem to get it to get through the air, so that's been my biggest problem right now.  I'm 
trying to figure out how to get this golf ball through the wind.

Q.  (Inaudible.) 

KENNY PERRY:  I played the 05 ball since '05.  It's the only ball I've played until this 
year.  I've never tried the 09 x.  My caddie and I, Freddie, talked about that today, 
getting a few sleeves of them and going out and testing.  That's probably my only other 
option.  That's what I'll probably do in my off week next week. 

Q.  Is there a comfort coming to -- a lot of these Champions Tour places maybe 
you're not familiar with, where to go, where to stay, that sort of thing.  Is there 
some comfort -- 

KENNY PERRY:  It's no comfort, to tell you the truth, playing against a bunch of 
gunslingers who shoot super low.  I don't know the golf courses and I'm definitely a 
rookie.  I feel like back on TOUR where I don't know anything and I'm just trying to -- 
I'm winging it by the seat of my pants, trying to figure out a way to shoot 18-under for 
three rounds of golf, and it's phenomenal out here how low they go, how well they play.  
And I said last week, it's easier to go back on the regular TOUR, make the cut and 
maybe not be as competitive, but I feel like it's easier out there than it is over here 
because you've got to play phenomenal golf to win out here. 

Q.  But to come to Naples and at least know the town.

KENNY PERRY:  Oh, I know the town very well.  I've spent a lot of time here.  That is a 
comfort.  I know where to go to eat, I know the good restaurants.  We're staying at La 
Playa down there on the beach with my wife, so we laid out on the beach all day 
yesterday.  Maybe that's another reason I'm not really playing well.  I don't really work at 
it like I used to either.

Q.  What are your three favorite restaurants?

KENNY PERRY:  Great question.  Yeah, McDonald's.  Downtown Naples, there's two.
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Q.  (Inaudible.) 

KENNY PERRY:  That's one of them.  What was the other one you said? 

Q.  Chops. 

KENNY PERRY:  There you go.  Both of those are fantastic.  I spent a lot of time -- a 
friend of ours has a house just right off the square down there.  Ted Schultz always 
stayed with him, so I usually go over there.  We'll either walk somewhere or he'll cook 
me up a nice steak or something.  It's always nice to have a place you can go to get a 
homecooked meal, so it's fun.

Q.  Changing the subject, are you in the process of we knowing yourself or 
divorcing yourself from the regular TOUR?  

KENNY PERRY:  Not yet.  I still have two more years exemptions out there, so my plan 
is to still kind of split time for the next two years to see where I'm at.  This year I've -- 
last year I played more PGA than Champions.  This year I'm going to play more 
Champions than PGA.  I'm going to focus more on the majors this year on this Tour, so 
we'll just see.  I want to see how this year goes.  I know last year went okay.  This year 
we'll see how it goes.  If I find that I'm having more fun and being more competitive on 
the Champions Tour, then maybe the next year I'll wean myself more off the PGA.  But 
then it may go the other way; if they keep beating my brains out out here, I may try to 
figure out a way to go back on the PGA TOUR and play.

It's tough.  I don't know which -- I told somebody, I'm kind of lost right now.  I don't 
know which direction I need to channel my energy.  But I am having a great time.  The 
Champions Tour is a blast to play, hang out with the guys.  The tournaments are 
wonderful, the sponsors are great.  It's easy out here, it's fun, but the golf is very 
difficult.  The only difficult part of the Champions Tour is trying to win.

Q.  When you do officially wean yourself off, will you make an announcement that 
I'm officially a weaner? 

KENNY PERRY:  No, I will still -- you know, I'll probably always play the Memorial.  I'm 
a lifer at the Memorial, Colonial, all these tournaments I've won.  It's hard for me to give 
those up.  I mean, I'll probably always dabble a little on the PGA for the next four, five 
years.

Q.  That's what I actually wanted to seriously ask.  There have to be three or four 
spots you just don't want to give you up.

KENNY PERRY:  Well, those two or my favorites, Colonial and Memorial, and I'm 
actually not going to play them for the first time in 24, 25 years this year.  I was looking 
at the Champions Tour schedule.  I may slip over this year just to play -- I'm trying to 
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play all the Champions Tour events this year just to see what it's all about.  See the 
tournaments, see the sites, the locations.  

I can't play the one in Newport, two weeks or three weeks.  I still represent Transitions 
so I have to go play the TOUR event that week.  I represent the Greenbrier, so I'll play 
the Greenbrier.  Other than that, Bay Hill I won and had great success.  All the 
tournaments I had great success at I may end up missing for the first time in a long 
time, which is going to seem very odd to me. 

Q.  I don't know if there's any input from the Champions Tour on the new program 
the TOUR'S talking about, the Nationwide Tour, and having all the new players 
come from the Nationwide Tour instead of through Q school.  Do you have an 
opinion on that one way or the other?

KENNY PERRY:  Well, I came through the qualifying school and that's been in place for 
a long time.

Sometimes change is good.  I mean, maybe you need to try it and see where it goes, 
and if it doesn't pan out very well, go back to the other system.  But I hadn't really 
thought much about it because I'm so old and will never go through that process again.

You know, those kids, I think a lot of them that do get their card through qualifying 
school for the first time are not quite ready to get out there, so the Nationwide gives 
them a full year to be under -- to travel, to get around.  But it's very expensive for those 
kids.  They're actually spending money like we are out here, so they need good 
sponsorship or good backing.  That was a lot of my problem when I was coming up was 
funding.  Financially, it was tough.  So we managed to scrape by and make it happen.  
When we finally got my card, I was on the mini tours.  I did all that for five years before I 
finally got my card.  So I'm not opposed to it.  I mean, it may be a good thing, but I don't 
know.  You just need to try it and see, I think. 

Q.  I know at the Shootout you were originally supposed to be paired with JB.  Did 
you make connections with him since he's been back on the TOUR?

KENNY PERRY:  Yeah, I saw him at the Waste Management for the first time.  I texted 
him and we spoke over the phone.  He looked good.  I heard he had gained 30 pounds.  
That was wrong.  He looked like he always looked.  Was glad to hear he's not having all 
the headaches.  Watched his golf swing on the range.  It definitely doesn't have the pop 
it used to have, but it will come back.  He'll get his strength back and he'll get his legs 
back under him, but it's just great to have him.  The kid has so much talent and there's 
just not many Kentuckians left out on the TOUR, so we've got to get our young boys 
healthy and get them back out there competing.

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Anything else for Kenny?  One last one year?  We have Tom 
waiting.
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Q.  I'll be fast then.  Are there -- can you name two or three things that in your 
experience on the Champions Tour so far that are your favorite things about the 
Champions Tour, or is there anything you would change?

KENNY PERRY:  Well, you know, you've got a competitor like Hale Irwin who was tough 
as nails on the PGA TOUR and now he's just ripping me in the locker room.  He says, 
what's that stripe down the middle of your head?  He says, bend down here.  He says, 
man, you look like a skunk.  He says, your hair's getting gray up there.  Then we end up 
sitting and talking about my public golf course.  We sat there yesterday afternoon in the 
locker room.  

Here's a guy I was like afraid to go up and talk to, and now it's just so cool to be able to 
talk to him, a guy like him or Crenshaw or Tom Watson, all these Hall of Famers.  Tom 
Kite I was paired with last week.  To me, that's the coolest experience of it all, just to be 
able to hang out with these guys.  These are the guys that I looked up to when I was 
coming up through the ranks.  These are the guys that made me who I wanted to be, 
who I wanted to beat, tried to be like, and to now seeing Fuzzy, now seeing them still all 
out here.  I tell people I'm lost in the '80s.  When I come out here I feel like I'm in 1980.  
They were all superstars and I was the young kid trying to break through and now it's 
all -- it's the same process.  It's like groundhog day.  I'm reliving it.  To me, that is 
what's pretty special about the Champions Tour. 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Thank you very much.  Good luck this week.
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