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INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  KENNY PERRY 
Sunday, October 2, 2011 
 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, Kenny, we'll go ahead and start.  I know it was a tough day for 
you, but you do win your first Champions Tour event here in Raleigh at the SAS 

Championship, exciting eagle on the 17th hole for victory.  Maybe a couple thoughts 
and we'll take you through the round, then we'll get you out of here. 

 

KENNY PERRY:  Well, I originally wasn't even going to come today.  When I heard 
the news last night, it was a long night, I didn't sleep a lot, thought about just getting 

on a plane and going home.  But Dad was great, he called me, he said, Son, you just 
need to go out there and represent Kay today.  So all I did today was think of her and 

think of my mom.  I lost them on the same day, October 1st, it's unbelievable.  So 

just, you know, I really wasn't thinking a lot about winning.  I just wanted to make her 
proud and somehow, you know, the eagle fell in the bottom of the cup on 17 and I felt 

like I know they were watching, I felt I had some help there.  Excited to win, but I'd 
rather have my sister back. 

 
MODERATOR:  If you could, maybe just take us through the round a little bit.  I know 

there was a big swing at the 12th hole with you and Jeff, and then tell us about the 

eagle. 
 

KENNY PERRY:  Playing pretty steady and I came to 12 and hit a nice drive and I 
had 245 to the hole; knocked 5-wood on there yesterday from the same spot and just 

laid the sod over it and hit it fat.  It really didn't upset me too much.  I really didn't get 

out of myself.  My swing felt pretty good.  I just don't know what happened there, it's 
just a bad golf shot.  Normally I get pretty frustrated and pretty upset over that type of 

deal and they get to me inside; that one didn't get to me inside.  I was able to just plod 
along, just play along, and when I birdied 16, eagled 17, I didn't even know where I 

stood until I got to the scoreboard on 18 and saw I had a two-shot lead.  So even 
though I was in the bunker in two, I knew I could just splash it out there around the 

hole somewhere and two putt it, if John didn't make it, and win the tournament. 

 
MODERATOR:  Birdie putt at 17 was 10 feet?  

 
KENNY PERRY:  That was eagle putt. 
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MODERATOR:  16. 
 

KENNY PERRY:  Yeah, it was probably 12, 15 feet, I'd say, a little longer.  17 was 
probably a 30 footer.  I was on the upper plateau, kind of a roller coaster putt down 

the hill, had perfect speed and just fell in at probably the last roll. 

 
MODERATOR:  Okay, we'll just go to questions.  Eric? 

 
Q.  When you said that usually you get upset during a shot, do you think what 
happened with your sister kind of calmed you down a little bit after the shot on 
12? 

 

KENNY PERRY:  I was very calm all day, I had no nerves.  Normally I'm a little 
jumpy, a little jittery, tense.  Today I was just -- I felt like I was on a low, I was really 

down.  I was kind of depressed and my swing was in rhythm, it wasn't fast and I had 
great control of the golf ball, all but that one golf shot.  So yeah, I could definitely say 

it contributed to my success today. 

 
Q.  Did you hit in the water on 12? 

 
KENNY PERRY:  Yeah, I fatted a 5-wood right in the water. 

 
Q.  Kenny, could you tell us, Kay, how old was she? 

 

KENNY PERRY:  59. 
 

Q.  And she was where? 
 

KENNY PERRY:  She was in the hospital up at Vanderbilt. 

 
Q.  Okay.  Nashville? 

 
KENNY PERRY:  In Nashville, yes. 

 
Q.  And when did you have this discussion with your dad?  You were thinking 
about just going back, not even playing? 

 
KENNY PERRY:  9:00 last night it happened, when they called me, 8:00 or 9:00.  So 

I had all night to kind of ponder on what I should do.  But Dad talked me out of coming 
home.  I wanted to come home and he talked me out of it.  He's a tough man, he's 

really a neat father.  

 
Q.  What is his first name? 
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KENNY PERRY:  My dad?  Ken. 

 
Q.  Ken Senior? 

 
KENNY PERRY:  Kenneth, it's Ken. 

 

MODERATOR:  Have we got anything else?  Kenny, we'll let you go. 
 

KENNY PERRY:  All right, buddy.   
 


