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INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  KENNY PERRY 
Saturday, October 1, 2011 
 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, Kenny, 69 today and you're tied right now with Nick Price and 
John Houston for the 36-hole lead.  Just a couple general comments about the round. 

 
KENNY PERRY:  Very happy with it.  Difficult conditions.  I got off to a great start, 

birdied three of the first four, so that kind of set the tone for my day.  Hit a couple 

wrong clubs in the wind and hit a poor shot off the 10th tee that caused bogey.  But all 
in all, I'm very happy with it.  I'm excited, in good shape for tomorrow. 

 
MODERATOR:  Your initial impressions of Prestonwood, your first time here for this 

event. 

 
KENNY PERRY:  Well, it's a shame it's so wet.  I would love to see it under firm 

conditions.  We're playing lift, clean and place.  But the golf course is great, the 
clubhouse, the facilities here are unbelievable, just a top-notch place.  For being my 

first time here, loved it.  I got to play with Matt, the GM here, and Larry, the Director of 
Golf, in one of the pro-ams and they kind of showed me around and had a great day 

with them so it's been a great week so far. 

 
MODERATOR:  If you could just take us through your round.  You mentioned three 

birdies in the first four holes, just the clubs and how long your putts were. 
 

KENNY PERRY:  I hit a 5-wood, 7-iron one number 1 to 30 feet and that was a good 

way to get the round started.   
 

Three, I hit a 7-iron to about 15 feet.  Four, I hit a driver -- what is 4?  Oh, 4 is the 
tough hole up the hill.  I hit driver, 8-iron to about six feet.  I birdied -- 12, I hit a driver, 

5-wood on 12 and two-putted for birdie, and 17 I hit driver, 4-iron into the greenside 
bunker and slashed out to about four feet, three feet and made that for birdie.  

 

MODERATOR:  On 10 you hit a poor drive -- 
 

KENNY PERRY:  Yeah, I hit a tree, those big trees, you know, 100 yards off the tee 
down there.  Then I chipped it out and got on, two-putted for 5.  Then I hit a wrong 
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club on 11, knocked it over the green, thought the wind was in our face, hit a 5-iron 

too far, then chipped it 15 feet past and missed it coming back.  
 

MODERATOR:  Okay, Eric, do you want to start us with a question? 
 

Q.  I was hoping you could just talk a little bit more about the weather 
conditions today, especially compared to yesterday.   
 

KENNY PERRY:  It's hard to believe we can go from sweating to death and sunny 
and very relaxed and casual, your body feels nice and loose, to I would guess you 

would call it a little raw.  I mean, it would get warm at times out there when the sun 
would pop out, but when the shadows would come in, it would really get chilly there.  

Very difficult.  You know, blustery winds.  The winds were probably ranging from 10 to 

20 miles an hour out there.  It was very difficult selecting clubs.  They helped us out a 
couple holes, they put the tees up for us, which kind of helped us out a little bit off the 

tee.  But all in all it was a very difficult day.  I would say the overall score of all of us is 
way over par today on that golf course. 

 

Q.  You mentioned number 10, you hit the trees right there.  Was wind a factor 
there? 

 
KENNY PERRY:  Well, the wind's left to right and the hole doglegs from right to left 

and I guess I was trying to hook my 3-wood around those trees and I just pulled it 
right into the middle of them and it hit and fell straight down.  That's an awkward hole 

for me setting-up wise.  Because the wind's always left to right and my draw, it's not 

drawing so it's kind of hanging out and I'm trying to overcorrect.  I don't want to hit it in 
that bunker down on the right side.  So it's a tough hole.  I've got to figure out a way to 

get in the fairway tomorrow. 
 

Q.  How did you play that hole yesterday? 

 
KENNY PERRY:  I hit a 3-wood yesterday and then a 9-iron to 15 feet.  Yeah, no 

problem.  Well, the wind was right to left and helping yesterday.  Today it was in our 
face left to right so it was dead opposite wind today, so I don't like left to right wind, 

never have. 
 

Q.  Can you also talk about your plans for the Champions Tour?  I mean, you've 
kind of gone back and forth a little this year.  
 

KENNY PERRY:  I'll probably do that again next year.  I'm still fully exempt three 
more years on the regular TOUR, so I'll probably split my time again.  I think this is 

my ninth tournament this year on this Tour and I played like 13 on the other side.  

There's still a lot of good tournaments over there I love to play; Colonial, Memorial, 
Bay Hill.  There's just too much history with me and those spots.  I just like going back 

and seeing all my buddies and hanging out with them and reminiscing a little bit, I 
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guess.  But until I don't think I can compete on that TOUR, if I think my days are 

done, I'll focus my full time over here. 
 

Q.  Can you talk about why you chose to play this week at the SAS 
Championship? 

 

KENNY PERRY:  Well, for one thing, I guess I could have played the Fall Series, but 
I didn't play very well, I didn't get to the Fed Ex Cup.  There was no really no reason 

for me to go play the Fall Series and hog a spot from one of the young kids.  I didn't 
see that happening.   

 
I'm exempt next year, so I'm going to let those guys play it out and try to keep their 

job.  I'm like 19th on the money list over here on this Tour, so if I can somehow get in 

the winner's circle and still -- I still have a chance at the Charles Schwab Cup even 
though I've only played eight previous events.  If I could somehow pull out a couple 

hot weeks here right before the final, might be the reason, that's probably the reason 
I'm over here. 

 

Q.  You talked about you played with Matt and Larry in the pro-am.  Did they 
talk to you about the Learning Center? 

 
KENNY PERRY:  Yes, Larry invited me to go over there.  Hank Haney was over there 

giving lessons.  Said if I needed anything, wanted to check out anything, the door was 
mine, just go have at it.  I thought that was pretty special. 

 

Q.  Can you talk about how important a facility like that is for the membership 
here, for kids growing up in the area to have access to a facility like that?  
That's not really common in this area.  
 

KENNY PERRY:  I mean, it wasn't common in my hometown, either.  I was raised -- 

basically, my teacher was behind me telling me what to do.  It's neat when you have 
facilities where you have cameras above you, below you and to your side, and you 

can actually get a visual of your own golf swing and then the teacher will explain to 
you what you need to do, where to get the club in the correct position.  It's 

unbelievable.  They have launch monitors over there that tells you spin ratios and 
your launch pattern.  They can fit your golf clubs to you.  You can't put a price -- those 

kids don't realize how lucky they are to have that type of facility. 

 
MODERATOR:  Kenny, thank you very much.  Good luck tomorrow.   
 
 


