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INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  NICK PRICE 
Friday, September 30, 2011 
 
 
MODERATOR:  Nick Price, 6-under par 66, you're one back of Corey right now.  We 

heard the interview with Billy Ray and you were talking about what you found maybe 
in the break a little bit. 

 
NICK PRICE:  Right. 

 
MODERATOR:  Sort of touch on that a little bit and go through your round. 

 

NICK PRICE:  Well, today really was the best I've played since probably May, June 
ball striking-wise.  I hit the ball so well the first half of the year right the way through 

until June, and then I felt it started sort of going off a little bit.  I went over to the 
Senior British Open and played the worst I've played for maybe two and a half, three 

years and I just haven't really -- I just struggled since then.  I played okay at the U.S. 

Senior Open, finished 9th there, and then the next week was 3-M, I finished in the mid 
20s, and then the TP -- what was it, the Senior Players Championship I had my worst 

finish of the year.   
 

So it's been very frustrating, but I think I've figured something out.  What I worked so 
hard on the last two, two and a half years, I kind of got away from doing that and it's 

all to do just with my right arm and my backswing just getting a little more width 

instead of getting it tucked in and narrow on the way back.  It's just giving it a little 
more room and it seems to lengthen my backswing and just give me a little more time 

to get back to the ball.  My divots are straighter, they're shallower, so I hope it lasts.  I 
never know in this game but yesterday on the back nine in the pro-am I played 

beautifully, really hit the ball well from tee to green, and then carried it forward to 

today, the front nine.  Back nine, I really only hit one poor shot.  I know I made two 
bogeys but I only hit one poor shot, which was my second to number 14.  I pulled an 

8-iron because I was in between clubs.  Other than that, really good ball striking 
round today.  I putted solidly, I made a lot of good putts.  When you do all those 

things, you should shoot 5- or 6-under.   
 

I'm a little ticked off with the bogey on number 16 because when -- the second shot I 

had was we felt the wind pretty strong into us and I had 152 and I went down the 
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shaft on a 7-iron and it just went straight through.  It was like the wind laid down or 

something and it went over the back and I didn't get it up and down.  But I left a few 
shots out there, as I'm sure everyone else did, but all in all it was an A day for me, a 

really good day. 
 

MODERATOR:  Just take us through your birdies.  You got off to a nice start with four 

in the first eight holes. 
 

NICK PRICE:  Second hole, I hit a 7-iron and pitched about, I don't know, 10 feet 
short of the pin and released about 30 feet past and I made it.   

 
Number 4, I hit a 6-iron to about eight or 10 feet.   

 

Number 7, I laid up my second shot and hit a sand wedge from 104 to about four feet.   
 

And then 8, a 7-iron to about 25 feet, I made that.   
 

Ten, a 9-iron to about probably 12 feet.   

 
Twelve, I hit a driver and a 3-iron just through the back of the green, about two feet 

through the back of the green and I probably had about a 25 footer and I two-putted 
that. 

 
Fourteen, I pulled the 8-iron from about 151 just left of the green, chipped up about 

10 feet and missed it. 

 
Fifteen, a 9-iron from 147 to about seven, eight feet.   

 
And then 16 I told you about.   

 

Seventeen, a driver and a 2-iron hybrid to about 20 feet, had a good chance for eagle 
there.  Made some good putts. 

 
MODERATOR:  Okay, Chip?  

 
Q.  Making the swing change, is that something that you kind of felt you needed 
to do or was it (inaudible)? 

 
NICK PRICE:  No, it's funny.  This game, it's so frustrating.  The amateurs, you know, 

the guys I play with in pro-ams, go, you just don't understand the frustration.  Well, we 
get frustrated just as much as anyone else.  It's funny, you know, you go through 

phases and you think you learn, but for some reason I started looking at my divot 

pattern.  You know, this is after literally six really poor tournaments and the thing that I 
worked the hardest on the last two years I just neglected, and then I got back to doing 

it and everything sort of fell into place again.  So it's certainly a key -- one of the swing 
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keys that I really need to pay attention to.  So I kind of scolded my caddie today 

because I said, you know, you watch all this stuff, and he says, well, you swing the 
club.  Hopefully this will be -- it's one of certainly the keys that helps me to play more 

consistently. 
 

Q.  (Inaudible.) 
 
NICK PRICE:  Well, this is going to be the first time we've played in cool, you know, 

since the British Senior Open, but we have played with a northeast -- I guess it's 
going to be northwest wind tomorrow, we have played with that.  I've played this golf 

course a couple of times, but generally speaking, we normally play the opposite wind, 
which is a southeast, southwest or south, so it will change the golf course.  It makes 

the start a little harder, but then it helps you with the finish.  What you lose on the 

swings, you gain on the roundabouts.  The ball's probably not going to go as far.  The 
course is drying out really well.   

 
I've got to say one thing about the redo of the greens on the front nine:  They've done 

a phenomenal job.  They are so much better than they were.  I think one of the 

reasons you see so many scores under par is because the greens are just -- they're 
very pure.  A little soft still, but if we don't get any rain, they're going to be beautiful on 

Sunday. 
 

Q.  You mentioned you played this course a couple times before and you 
played well.  Is there something about this course that you really like? 

 

NICK PRICE:  I think it's a ball striker's golf course.  It's one of the golf courses, if you 
drive it -- the rough is quite penal.  If you hit it in this rough, especially it's still a bit 

moist and it's thick, so driving the ball -- keeping the ball in the fairway's a prerequisite 
here.  I think if you look at probably the guys who shot the good scores today, they all 

drove the ball really well.   

 
That's one of the things I've always enjoyed about this golf course.  It doesn't 

pressure you to go at the flag all the time.  That's one of the things, you do have 
options, which every good golf course has, different ways of playing your approach 

shots to the green and I think that's what I feel certainly comfortable about with this 
golf course. 

 

Q.  Your swing change, when did you realize that you had -- was that this week 
or -- 
 
NICK PRICE:  Yeah, this week.  I spent the last two weeks -- I didn't go to Korea but I 

spent the last two weeks hitting balls and practicing and I got more and more 

frustrated.  I actually went up to see Leadbetter.  I haven't seen him for about four, 
five years and went up and spent a day with him Tuesday of last week and he helped 

me a little bit, but it still didn't feel so good.   
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Then yesterday I started looking at my divot patterns and it was steep and I said I've 
just lost my width.  Normally when your divots get deep, you're sort of chopping down 

on the ball, so it's just one of those things.  I'm kicking myself for not figuring this out 
earlier.  I kind of feel like the dumbest of the dumb here.  It's a changed game. 

 

Q.  Corey was in earlier with 65.  (Inaudible.)  Do you feel like it's a matter 
of time -- 
 
NICK PRICE:  Corey's been a prolific winner his whole career and I don't think it's 

going to change out here.  I think it's just a question of him settling in and getting 
comfortable, but it's just a matter of time.  He's too competitive.  He's a real bulldog 

on the golf course.  I mean, he was very tough -- he and I played a lot of golf together 

when we were both in our primes and he was one guy that I don't want to say I feared 
him but you were always wary of him because you knew he was never out of it.  He 

could hit some of the ugliest shots you've ever seen in your life and still hit 67.  That's 
the way he plays.   

 

In fact, to tell you a funny story, when my son was born in 1991, I was doing a press 
appearance somewhere and the press said to me, oh, you know, are you going to 

teach your son to play golf?  I said if he wants to play golf, I'm going to send him to 
Corey Pavin because there's not many people that can play golf like Corey Pavin.  I 

don't know what you would call that, an underhanded compliment.  He is, he's a 
terrific competitor. 

 

MODERATOR:  Anything else?  Nick, thank you very much and continued good luck. 
 

NICK PRICE:  Oh, thank you.   
 


