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INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  COREY PAVIN 
Friday, September 30, 2011 
 
 
Q.  Okay, Corey, a very nice 7-under par 65 to start the SAS Championship.  I 
see 24 putts on the stat sheet.  Maybe a few opening comments about the 
round and then take us through your birdies? 

 
COREY PAVIN:  Okay.  I obviously got off to a good start, played the front nine very 

well.  You were talking about putts, I think I had 10 putts on the front nine technically 
and I hit the ball well.  I just hit one loose drive today and that cost me a bogey on 15.  

But other than that, I played very solidly, just really wasn't in trouble all day.  I 

converted, seemed like, every putt I had a chance to convert for birdie I made.  So it 
was a nice solid day, a good start obviously, and I hope to play like this the next two 

days, too.  Do you want me to go through my birds and boges?  
 

MODERATOR:  Yes, if you could. 

 
COREY PAVIN:  And bogeys -- bogey.  All right, number 2, I have to remember the 

holes.  Two, I hit a drive and an 8-iron about six feet, made it.  Three, I hit a 5-wood 
on the par 3 about 20 feet and made it.  Four, I hit a drive and a 5-wood about 12 feet 

and made it.  Five, I hit driver, 5-iron on the back fringe probably about 18 feet away 
and made that for birdie.  Par 5 7th, I hit driver, 5-wood, I hit wedge about 12 feet and 

made it.  And 9 I hit a driver and 8-iron about six feet.  And 12 I hit a driver, 3-wood 

just short of the green and had kind of a pitch-and-run shot from about probably about 
30 yards and hit it up there for a tap-in for birdie.  And 15 I hit a bad drive off into the 

right trees and hit a 5-wood left of the left bunker, hit a sand wedge or chipped it to 
probably about 15 feet to the right of the hole and just left my putt short, made bogey 

there.  Seventeen, I hit driver, 3-wood in the greenside bunker on the right and hit 

sand wedge out I guess about four feet and made that for birdie.  It would have been 
easier to go over the other holes, wouldn't it? 

 
MODERATOR:  Yeah, probably so.  Okay, Chip, start us with questions. 

 
Q.  I was just going to ask you, a year ago today I guess life was a lot different 
for you.  It was the day before the Ryder Cup.  Just talk about the contrast of 
what it was like for you a year ago and now this year coming out here and 
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obviously trying to win a golf tournament. 
 
COREY PAVIN:  You know, I hadn't even thought about it.  To me what I was doing 

last year is what I was doing and this year's what I'm doing now.  You know, obviously 
last year with the Ryder Cup I didn't really play for about two months out here on Tour 

and I was getting prepared and ready and doing everything I needed to do for the 

Ryder Cup itself.  So, you know, without the Ryder Cup this year, I'm just playing golf.  
It's just a normal year.   

 
So I really didn't like the way I played the last round at Constellation Energy and the 

way I played in Korea, so I was a little upset about that.  So I'm trying to play a little bit 
better and did some really good work the last few days here.  I had, I don't know if -- it 

wasn't really a phone lesson but it was a technology lesson I guess in this day and 

age.  I sent, you know, my swing to Greg Labelle, who I've worked with before in the 
past, e-mailed him my swing and he made some suggestions; we talked, e-mailed 

him some more and we talked, and I worked on it the last couple days and I made 
some changes.  I really felt a lot more comfortable on the golf course today than I 

have in a long time.  I did some work on my putter as well and that was better. 

 
Q.  One followup to that.  Last year after the Ryder Cup was over, was there any 
kind of a letdown?  So much goes into that, I guess a two-year process. 
 

COREY PAVIN:  You know, not really.  I was in a mindset and I thought about it a lot 
for a couple months leading up to the Ryder Cup.  Once the Ryder Cup was over, that 

was it, it was over and it was time to go back and play golf.  I really thought about it a 

lot so I wouldn't have a letdown or I have to change gears and feel so strange.  I was 
very prepared for it.  I made sure I was prepared for the Ryder Cup and I made sure I 

was prepared when the Ryder Cup ended to get back into playing golf.  Unfortunately, 
I didn't touch a club for about 45 days before the tournament the week after the Ryder 

Cup, so I certainly wasn't in golf shape, but I needed to play and it actually prepared 

me for the last four tournaments of the year last year.  I hope that answered your 
question. 

 
MODERATOR:  Eric? 

 
Q.  You played really well over the summer and you talked a little bit about the 
last few weeks, not playing as well.  Was there anything different over the 
summer to the last few tournaments? 
 

COREY PAVIN:  Well, you know, I played well at Westchester the first three rounds 
and I just had a bad last day.  I didn't putt well.  It was just one of those days that it 

seemed like everything that could go wrong did.  So it was just a bad day.   

 
I really didn't think about it that much and give it that much credence, but when I didn't 

play well in Korea, then I thought, all right, I've got to -- you know, this is not just one 
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day, this is more than what happened the last round at Constellation.  So I made a 

conscious effort to do something different and made a change and tried to figure out 
something that was wrong.  Hopefully I've made the right corrections, we'll find out in 

the next few days.  Sometimes you play well for a while and then just something 
happens and it's not there and you've got to start over again. 

 

Q.  I was going to say, I guess last year and I would think the year before you 
kind of bounced -- last year you bounced back and forth, right, between the 
PGA TOUR and -- 
 

COREY PAVIN:  I did, I played 15 here and nine on the regular TOUR. 
 

Q.  Was there a difference then in the juice and the action just coming over?  I 
mean, were you able to handle that well?  Did it seem like it was more relaxed 
when you came to the Champions Tour or were you surprised by the 
competition level?   
 

COREY PAVIN:  I think I was ready to play both tours, you know, equally as much.  I 

believe -- you know, I had some different motivation on the regular TOUR in the 
respect that I was trying to keep in touch with the guys and I was out there doing 

more than just playing the tournament.  I played on the Champions Tour last year and 
in some ways it was kind of a shelter in a way because I wasn't around the regular 

TOUR so I didn't -- I wasn't asked a ton of questions about the Ryder Cup.  So it was 
kind of nice to come out here on the Champions Tour in that regard.   

 

But the competition level, I knew it was strong out here and difficult, but it did surprise 
me a little bit how tough it is to win.  I felt like I played well enough last year a couple 

times to win and I didn't get over the hump.  The scores you have to shoot here are 
pretty low to win and you have to do it, you know, three days in a row.  I think that's 

maybe one thing I misjudged a little bit is that with a four-round tournament, usually 

you can have one day that's, you know, okay, but you can't do that out here.  If you 
have one okay day, you're (inaudible) come April, so you have to keep going and you 

have to have three good days to win out here. 
 

MODERATOR:  Okay, anything else? 
 

Q.  So you're fully committed to the Champions Tour now? 

 
COREY PAVIN:  I'm sorry?   

 
Q.  Are you fully committed to the Champions Tour? 

 

COREY PAVIN:  Well, I played four on the regular TOUR this year and next year 
I'm -- I don't know exactly but if I was a betting man, I would say that number's going 

down for sure; you know, maybe two, maybe one.  I don't know.  You know, I know 
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that the Champions Tour is where I want to be, that's where it's time for me to be out 

here.  I've been on the regular TOUR, I've done it.  It's nice out here, I enjoy it out 
here.  The competition is still extremely strong and in some ways, if you look at my 

record last year, I had a better chance to win a TOUR event last year than I did out 
here.  I'm not saying that it's easier on the regular TOUR but I certainly had a better 

chance to win a tournament last year I think on the regular TOUR. 

 
Q.  Would you like to be the Ryder Cup captain again or is once enough for 
you? 
 

COREY PAVIN:  You know, I think it's a moot question, it's a hypothetical question, 
but I think that nobody deserves to do it twice in this day and age.  I think back in the 

day maybe, but everybody should have that opportunity.  Not everybody, but 

everybody that's qualified should have the opportunity to be captain, and if 
somebody's captain twice in this day and age, then it takes the captaincy away from 

somebody who would have that opportunity and should have that opportunity.  It's a 
great honor and a privilege to do it, a great responsibility, and the more people that 

have that chance, I think it's great.   

 
So I wouldn't want to do it again in that respect, I wouldn't want to take it away from 

somebody else.  You know, would I do it again?  Yeah, sure, but I don't think that 
would be the right thing to do. 

 
Q.  Before you get out, can I put you on the spot for one second with Fred 
Couples' pick of Tiger Woods for the Presidents Cup?  Did you think that was 
the right move?  I know you don't want to second guess what Fred did.  
 

COREY PAVIN:  It's funny, I was just talking to somebody about that.  As a captain, 
you just make the picks you think that's going to give you the best chance to win, in 

this case the Presidents Cup, and that's all I tried to do with the Ryder Cup.  I didn't 

really care what anybody said or anybody thought about it besides the team and my 
assistant captain.  That's all I cared about.  My objective as captain was to put 

together the best team to win and I'm sure that's exactly what Freddie's trying to do, 
so his picks are what he should do. 

 
MODERATOR:  Thanks. 

 

COREY PAVIN:  Sure.  Good thing I took that media training class.   
 


