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INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  TOM LEHMAN 
Thursday, September 29, 2011 
 
 
MODERATOR:  We're joined this afternoon by Tom Lehman, our current Charles 
Schwab Cup leader, three victories this year.  You've come to the SAS Championship 

for the first time since 2009.   
 

A few general thoughts about coming back to Raleigh for this event and we're in the 

stretch run of the season. 
 

TOM LEHMAN:  Yeah, it's great to be here.  I really enjoyed playing here two years 
ago, and I don't recall exactly why I couldn't make it last year but there must have 

been some kind of a conflict, but it's good to be back.  Love the golf course.  We're 

treated -- the players are all treated so well; Southern hospitality, there's nothing like 
it.  In all ways, it's a great, great event, and getting down to the end of the season with 

four events to go, it's pretty competitive.  The race for the Charles Schwab Cup is still 
up for grabs.  I've got a bit of a lead, which is nice.  I've kind of maintained that lead 

throughout the season.  I've managed to continue to play good golf most of the time, I 
haven't won in a while, but I played some pretty solid golf throughout the summer and 

early fall so my game's in a pretty good place.   

 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Eric, do you want to start us with questions? 

 
Q.  The golf course, has it changed much since you remember? 

 

TOM LEHMAN:  It seems like it's the same.  I'm not sure if it's changed at all or not.  
I've heard the greens -- are the greens redone or something?  I don't remember some 

of the slopes.  I thought maybe they've added some slopes and taken some away in 
spots, but generally speaking, it feels like the same golf course.  

 
MODERATOR:  Kristin? 

 

Q.  The new building for the driving range, I'm not sure if you've noticed this --  
 

TOM LEHMAN:  The little small one, yep. 
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Q.  Yep.  It's called the Learning Center.  Dr. Goodnight put a lot of money into 
building it for the members.  It's got all state-of-the-art equipment.  Can you just 
talk about how important something like that is to the kids growing up in the 
area to have access to a facility like that? 
 

TOM LEHMAN:  I think having access is -- what a benefit.  You want to match your 

equipment, you want to have equipment that works the best for you and sometimes -- 
well, on a couple different levels.  Number one is trying to maximize, give you what 

you're trying to achieve with your swing, whether it be distance or your launch angle 
or whatever it might be, you can learn a lot by getting on that equipment.  You can 

learn that your ball maybe spins too much off your driver, maybe spins too much off 
your irons.  You can learn that the speed off the driver may be erratic and it's just not 

quite as consistent as you'd like, so all that kind of feedback really helps.   

 
I'm not sure if it's the kind of thing where you can actually see your swing and save it 

and then watch your swing again a month later, see how it's changed.  That's even 
more valuable to have some kind of a history where you can see how you swing and 

what you do when you're playing really well and then you compare it to maybe what 

you're doing when you're playing poorly.  Breaking it down on the computer makes it 
much easier.   

 
So yeah, it's really good in all that regard, but still it's a human game and human 

beings play it, so you can only really take it to that point and then at that point the 
person has to -- you have to know how you want to play, you have to know what you 

want to do.  It's a long answer I know, but I'm going to give you an example. 

 
If you're looking for the maximum launch angle with the minimum ball spin rate that 

provides a certain type of shot.  Well, if that's not the kind of shot that you're used to 
seeing and used to playing, you can't let the technology push you that way.  You have 

to kind of stick to your game and stick to your guns.  It can actually in some ways be 

tempting to kind of change your game to achieve the maximum launch angle and spin 
rate for a driver, but if that doesn't fit you, if that launch angle and spin rate doesn't fit 

you because you're used to hitting it low or whatever, it's hard to make that 
adjustment so you have to know what you want to do. 

 
Q.  This tournament always has a really good feel.  You mentioned a little bit 
about the hospitality, but can you talk a little bit more from the players' 
perspective about why guys want to put it on the calendar and come back year 
after year? 

 
TOM LEHMAN:  They must not be eating well at home, maybe their wife's not 

cooking.  You know what, tournaments get reputations they really do.  They get 

reputations both in a good way and a bad way, and this one's always had a great 
reputation for the way the players are treated, the facility is fantastic, the locker 

room's an A+,  the golf course is an A, the way we're treated is an A.  Everything 
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about it is just top notch.  Simple things like the players are given a car to drive.  

Some places you rent your own car.  Little things make a difference.  But I think 
anytime you really feel like you're wanted to be there, you have a good feeling about 

it.  There's no question that we're wanted here and are treated like it. 
 

Q.  Talk a little bit about the race for the cup, the Schwab Cup.  Do you think 
about that pre-tournament or during?  How important is this race for you right 
now? 

 
TOM LEHMAN:  You know, I think about it more a longer term thing.  I would tend to 

think in terms of I'm playing three tournaments in a row, at the end of these three 
tournaments this is what I would like to have achieved, bing, bing.  I tend to not focus 

too much on the end, I don't really think too much about who's going to win, who's 

going to lose.  I definitely pay attention to where I'm positioned, then I see what my 
opportunities are for, like I say, these three weeks.  I'm playing these three weeks, 

three in a row, so you work hard on your game and you prepare properly.  And I know 
probably I'm going to have a good week or two, if not three, and then we'll see where 

I'm at in three weeks' time. 

 
Q.  So you have pretty good expectations, pretty confident? 

 
TOM LEHMAN:  Yeah, but my expectations have more to do with the tournament and 

less to do with the Schwab Cup.  The Schwab Cup is really important but you can't 
really win the Schwab Cup today, although I'm in a position where I could probably 

come pretty close after three weeks' time if I have a three good weeks.  So I'm not 

oblivious, I know what's at stake, but I don't think you can ever do anything well if 
you're thinking about something that's a month into the future. 

 
MODERATOR:  Tom, can you maybe talk about your game coming into this week?  I 

know most of the players were in Korea two weeks ago.  Has your body adjusted 

back to time?  
 

TOM LEHMAN:  I just barely was getting adjusted to the time when I left to come 
here and now it's three more hours of adjustment so I feel like I'm a bit out of whack 

even still.  It was way easier to adjust going over there than it was to come home.  I 
don't know why that is, that's been the way it is.  But my game is good.  I played well 

in Korea, I played well at Westchester, so I feel like my game has been very, very 

good and my practice last week was excellent.  I feel like I'm doing a lot of things right 
and now it's just a matter of carrying that over into competition.  Does that answer 

your question? 
 

MODERATOR:  Anything else for Tom?  Tom, good luck this week.  Thank you.   
 
 


